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Building owner wants to bump empty space

- By Tpd BMITH
BTATY WRITER
tsmith@oehomecomm.net

Michael Loiselle owns a vacant
commaercial building en Orchard
Lake Road in Farmingten, But
he isn't a *big land baron® who
can afford to go for any length of
time without having a tenant,

'l‘hnt is why Loiselle io

ing a special

use from the Farmington Plnn-
ning Commission so that a
prospective tenant can open up a
frame and bump shop at 22856
Orchard Lake, north of Grand
River. The property is zoned for
lower-intensity use,

‘The building became vacant in
December, when Harmon Glass
left the 5,000-square-foot facili-
ty. Two prospective tonanta
decided against signing up, said
Loiselle dunng Monday night's
planning session, when he pre-
sen 8 request.

*“P'm not a big land baron,” said
Loiselle, a Novi resident who
works @ job in Southfield. “This

is a big loss to mo finandially, ...
Ineed a tenant.”

Loiselle, however, found there
wasn't much support from the
commisaioners or other city offi-

Feldman from page Al

cials at the meeting, who are
concerned a bump shop would
become a hard-to-regulate eye-
aore not compatible with the sur-,
rounding area.

AYY PnoTo
Space for sent: Michael Lozse[le hoped to rent this
building to an auto body repair business,

*“I'm surprised (about her
announcement) because it mat-
ters so much to her and she
lovos it,” said Maxfield, about
Feldman's dedication to lerving
the district. "But I'm not sur-
prised that she's worked a0 hard
to got her social work degree.
She felt her career has to be the
higher priority right now.”

Like a family
Feldman, on Wednesday, reit-
erated what she said during the
family

this June from North Farming-
ton High School, and a daughter,
Stephanie, now attending cighth
grade at Duncke] Middlo School

According to Foldman, there
was no one accomplishment for
which she could take personal

t, Instead, sho talked about
a number of new programs and
decisions made ns a team.

The biggest decision took place
early during her first term,
when the board hired Maxfield
to succeed Mike Flanagan os
lupenntendont. Current board

meoting.
“B ik lli-
ties and some very exciting
careor opportunities, I dxdn’t t‘eel
able to give the board all that 1
know it deserves,” Feldman said.
She added that the district ia
::‘:umlly, and I'm going to reA] ly

The Farmington Hills resi-
dent's other family includes a
son, Michael, who will graduate

ack Inch and Cathy
Webb also worked on that cru-
al task.

“The greateat thing I was part
of was hh’ing Bob Muxi‘eld.
Feldman said. *(The) changes of
the last eight years are becausa
of the type of leadership Bob has
brought.”

Not thankless

Drugs from pagé Al

But Feldman did note several

other important jobs taken on by
the board since 1893. Those
included the creation of the Mis-
sion 2007 strategic planning doc-
ument, ongoing growth of tech-
nology, and the 1997 bond issuc
that resulted in tho recasting of
many district facilitics.

In addition to the Livingston

County 4C Council, Feldman
intends to keep her eye on
Farmington Public Schools.

“I hope to remain involved in

Farmington schools in some
cn%n:izy if they need me,” she
sau

Feldman emphasized that

serving the public has been a
*“tremendous™ experience, a con-
cept some friends have some dif-

ficulty grasping.

“People say, ‘Why do you do
that, it's such a thankless job?™
Feldman said. “But I never felt

that way.”

locations in the city to get high —

or "rolling,” aa they call it . - gv;
Farmington Hills' first rave

party was to be held March 23,

The “hug dnlg" “

* An
untwn und creates a sense of
Ate

according to Assi Police
Chief Chuck Nebus, Kids from
nine high schools were invited to
a “dance party” ot n local estab-
lishment, whose owner was told
it would ba a charity event.

When police got wind of it,
they contacted the owner and
the party was canceled, he snid.
Detroit police know thero will bo
a rave held sometime in the near
future; the location has been
billed as a safe, legal venue in
the suburbs.

A parent’s “dream”
Raves jam hundreds of kids

into warehouses or fairgrounds —
any place there's room - whnm

typieal ruve. there's no fighting,
no trouble and the kids clean up
after themselvea,

*It's called the 'hug drug,”™
Krygel said. “You can be the
dorkiest kid...the straightest
looking kid in achool. At this
rave, everybody’s equal. Every-
body loves overybody.”

Lisa Pangrazzi, who works
with kids recovering from sub-
stance abuse at Pathways Treate
ment Center in Southfield, said
most of their current clients
have been to raves. From an
essay in which ornic teen talked
about why he sttended the par-
heu, she read, “I found love and
1 felt as

the beat of loud tech
and flash of glow-sticks create
an atmosphera rife with vibra-
tion and light, two clements that
are always part of an the drug-
induced lugh

Typically, the events are billed
like a parents’ dream: no alco-
hol, no weapons, security. But
the tickets and flyers alwanys
include tiny letters or symbols
that indicate what kinds of club
drugs will be available, accord-

if I was in a whole differont
world going to raves.”

Pangrazzi talked to another
young man who felt a senso of
belonging at raves.

*He felt like people at the rave
were his family,” she said. “He
felt for the first time in his life
that he fit in.”

She said kids describe taking
club drugs with an almost reli-
gious cngnolaﬁon. a sense of

ing to drug and alcohol recogni-
tion expert Ken Krygel, a
Detroit polieo officer who retired
after a 16-year-old drunk driver
ended his career,

Krygel has studied the club
scene, attending rave parties
and talking to kids. He con-
densed what he's learned into a
46-minute presentation packed
with information parents can
use to determine whether their
children are at risk.

A staple at rave parties,
Ecatasy (MDMA or 3,4
methylenodioxymethnm-
photamine) is. Kids who get high
at raveas may lose consciousness
or go into convulsions. The
toughest part of undercover
training, Krygel said, was learn-
ing the code of silence.

““I had to learn to just walk
around kids on the floor,” he
said. *If they go down, they get
pulled to the side...If they go
into convulsions, they take them
out.”

Kids who take Ecstasy experi-
ence dehydration and an
increass in body temperature to
dangerous levels. They'll auck on
pacifiers to keep them from
grinding their teeth and drink
five to six bottles of water to

stay hydrated. .

“Light sticks and pacifiera
should be considered drug para-
phemalia,” Krygel said.

the world in a spir-
itual or tribal sense. Krygel said
kids who take ketamine, an ani.
ma) tranquilizer referred to as
*Special K,” go into a trance-like
state that bringa them very close
to death,

*When they go into the k-hole,
they asce denth. They see the
bright light,” he said.

The most prevalent rave drug,
QHB, is also one of the most
flanggrti\’u. Easily made l'sum

‘high amplifiey sens~

Grand  River,”
stressed. “This community. Your
kids.”

of ccstasy at Detroit Metro Air-
port, on. lhnu’r:ny in from r.ho
eth

Loiselle will resume his bid
during a public hearing sched-
uled for the 7 p.m. Monday,
April 9, commission meeting at
Farmington City Hall,

Issues include the noise of
work and the storage of vehicles
awaiting to be repaired. The sug-
gestion of putting up protective
fencing on the Mooney Street
side of the property was shot
down by Commissioner David
Gronbach, nmong others.

“I don't want a enlvage yard,”
Gronbach said. “That’s some-
thing this commission is not
going to allow.”

‘The facility is near Belle Tire
and Midas and is adjacent to
‘The Tree House business,

“No one enjoys your businesas
space being empty,” said com-
missioner Willinm Burke,

*I aympathize with what you
want to do,” ndded commissioner
Alton Bennett, who recalled
another city where a bump shop
“turned into quite a mees” in
terms of code enforcement.

The Southwestern Oakland
Cable Commission has pur-
chased a building for about

,000 that will more than
tripla ita office and studio

Tha building h on Nine
Mile Road near F: gton
Road, across the street from
Farmer Jack. The sale is
expected to close this week.

Once renovations of the for-
mer body shop are complete,
SWOCC will have about
10,000 square feet, which
compares favorably to the
organization's current 3,000
square feet near Grand River
and 10 Mile Road.

With a bigger studio and
more editing bays, SWOCC's
new facility should be compa-
rable to the TV facilities at
North Farmington High
School, said Video Operations
Manager Eric Angott.

Currently, Angott said,

SWOCC plans for expansion

SWOCC facilities are "not
even close® to what the high

ool has,

To help design the new
facility, SWOCC has hired
Dirk Koning, the director of
the Grand Rapids Communi-
ty Mod.h Center, as a consul-

Koning has taken the
Grand Rapids operation from
a $50,000/year public access
cable television station to a
$2 million per year operation
including two television sta-
tions, a radio station, a com-
puter center, civic network,
media archive center and
research institute, according
to the organization’s Web
site. .

Koning recently guided the
Community Media Center in
a $3 million relocation project
to a rehabilitated building in
the oldest neighborhood in
Grand Rapids.

Award from page Al

Honored: Mayor
Nancy Bates, nghz,
f’f{a a hug from Bev
ipai of the Com-
mussion on Children,
Youth and Families,
after.Papai present-
ed Bates with the
Governor George
Romney Volunteer of
the Year Award. The
presentation came at
the close of an event
that combined the
5th anniversa
the aﬂer-schoo’?
gram and the Com
mission’s annual
volunteer recogni-
tion.

BYATY PROTO BY B Buxm ax

Netional Bank in Farmington
Hills.

1 feel honored to get to come
and mect with all of these people
wha contribute so much to the

them are trained to sniff out dm

The danger of club drugs,
Isaacson aaid, is no one knows
the long-term effects. But Dr.
Cattelane streased the short-
term effects can be deadly,

*Kids can die from thia,” he
said. *This is a potentially lethal
problem.”

Those who have taken the

drug may be brought in by
friends or parenta who can't
rouse them. The drugs depress
respiratory efforts; those who
take it may breathe as few ns
four or five times a minute, an

pposed to the normal 10 or 12,

o]

"l‘ry breathing every 12 sec-
onds...take half a breath. See
how long you can do this,” Catte-
I

ane said. *I've seen young peo-

ple do this for 40 minutes or an

our at a time,”
‘The drugs also inhibit the gag

reflex, which can cause death if
a user vomits and aspirates
stomach contents. He hns scen
female patients, alone or with a
parent, who woke up in o
strange place without their
clothes on, unable to remember
what happened.

“I have seen it at 8 Mile and
Cattelane

Parents cxpressed concern

over techno-musi¢, commonly
played at raves. Krygv.‘l said that
was one of the signs that should
couse parents to look for other
signals — toys, glow sticks, paci-
ficrs, butterflies, costumes or the
smcll of menthol often inhaled to

the drug’s effects,

drain cleaner - it is odorlesa and
tasteless and can be dropped
into someone’s drink without the
person knowing it.

Some kids take it willingly,
because GHB can magnify the
effects of alcohol, Krygel said.

Tanks of nitrous oxide nlso
show up at raves, Kids will hufl'
balloons full of the gas, common-
Iy used to calm patients during
dental procedures.

Profits, dangers

While nitrous is relatively
inexpenasive, ecstasy runs $20 to
$25 for each pill, which costs
about 3 to 8 cents to manufac-
ture, said DEA officer Richard
Isaacson.

“Obvijously, the profit margin
is huge,” he said. “You can see
the motivation.”

lsaacson said the DEA has
seized as many as 20,000 tableta

tor
announced a new partnership
with Concentra Medical Centers
in Novi, which is open seven
days a week, 24 hours a day,
except major holidays. For infor-
mation, call 248-478-

Parents who suspect their

child is toking drugs can have
teats done; however, the effects
can be detected for only six to
eight hours, Cattelanc said.

Call to Action Executive Direc-
Estralec  Michaclson

1616,
Dr. Cattelane said drug test-

ing isn’t necessarily done rou-
tinely in emergency rooms; how.
ever, he urged parents whose
children were clearly under the
influence to bring their children
in for observation.

Michaelson said portions of

the presentation will air on
cable television,

yun said.

Having served on the City
Council since 1989, including en
appointed term as mayor in
1993, Bates is the city'a second
directly clected mayor. She haa
served on numerous regional
and national committees, and in
1993 was appointed by the presi-

dent of the National League of
Cities to serve on the Human
Development Committee, In
1998, she was asked to serve on
the NLC's Blue Ribben Commit-
tee for Children, Education and

Familiea,

Bates established the Commis-
sion for Children, Youth and
Families in 1993 and now serves
as council linison. In 1895, she
initiated the Farmington Com-
munity Foundation, to secure

ing funding for aft haol

yn:th centers she helped estab-

lish.
Because of her efforts with
locnl ynul.h mdudmg assistance
= Youth Coundil, .

Bnm was invited to serve on the *

NLC Institute for Children, Edu-

cation and Familiea' board of -

directors. She has supported the
creation of a National Youth
Council and has appeinted :
young people to local bo and
commissions.

THE DOCTOR Is IN:

THE BIRTHPLACE & OB-GYN SERVICES

Mothers and Moth
Count on Crittenton.

where
choose Crittenton.

Rirthnl.

Count on the

at Cril

Many of Our Physicians Practice at the
Major Health Systems Too ~ But Prefer the Convenience
and Professionalism of Crittenton.

uality doctors make the difference. At Crittenton Hospital, our Birthplace is
:ommmed to delivesing the highest quality medical care avaitable.

Each ycar. thousands of parents choose 1o have their baby at Crittenton’s Birthplace.
You'll find expertly trained Obstetricians who provide leadin,
a carin%‘almosphcm They are physicians who are committ

ey live and work, There is a special kind of caring you'll receive whm you

Call today

-edge obstetrical services in
to serving the community

rs-to-he

foran appomlrnem with a Crittenton physician.
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