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Members of the Farmi
C'zt Councils met with

A day on the Hill

on and Farmington Hills

ichigan’s Congressional
elegation during the National League of Cities con-
ventwn in Washington, D.C., last week.
Barr,v Bru:kner took photos during meetings with
ie S

ouncilman

ight, top), Congressman

Joe Knollenberg, (bottom) and Senator Carl Levin
(right, bottom), who is pictured with Farmington

High student Areej Al-Jawahri. Areej was among
several students involved with the

ills Youth Coun-

cil who were invited to attend the convention.

Farmington officials
talk beautification

BTAYY WRITER
tsmith@os homecomm.net

The future makeup and mis-
sion of the Farmington Beautifi-
cation Commission is still being
atudied by city officials, But,
during o study session prior to
Monday’s couneil meeting, senti-
ment was clear to somehow con-
tinue the annual benutification
awards program,

City council members and
administrators will work on
appointing a “stop gap® commit-
tee to judge homes and business-
es for the 2001 prog; which

.~

aa wel) a8 epecific instructions to-:
future members nbout what l.hey
would be nsked to do.

Councilman Arnie Cumpbell .
led the charge to moke sure -
there is some kind of reeogmt.wn N
ceremony this year.,

“The crucial thing ia tha
awards,” Campbell gaid. “Maybe
we could have a subcommittee ;
for now at lcast, t's the most «:
critical thing, because it's com-..
ing right around the corner.” o

Mayor Bill Hartsock said vol- .
unteers would need to be..
gleaned, perhaps from a Friends.:
of Farmi roater, “to drive .1

likely would be downsized con-
siderably from the awards pro-
grams of recent years.

At the same time, officials
must map out a future direction
of the commission - disbanded
by council members in early
February due to low member-
ship and a growing sense of
burnout by membera,

“We probably need to continue
the awards,” said Mayor Pro-
tem Jomes Mitchell during the
study session. "A break mxght be

around on a Saturday, with cof- ;
fee and a clipboard” to judge
noteworthy efforta by residents .
and businesses to spruce up.
their pmpeme« and enhance the,,
city’s overall image.
Councilwoman Mary Bush’
suggested that, for the 2001 pro- -
gram, perhaps only the two top.:
awards should be presented.
Officials will see what kind of
criterin are in place for the..
Farmington Hills Beautification .
Communon and wifl gnther
from the Mi :

harmful to the conti of
: »

] League and Ck

the b
Mitchell and others ngreed
that a larger group might be
necessary to reaume official com-
misgion work. At the time the
iasi disbanded

Council clears dust from road issue

BY JONT HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
jhubred@ue.somecomm.net

‘What started four years ago
with one vote against assesaing
roaidents who live on gravel
ronds for dust control bocame
city policy Monday night.

Oflicials voted 1-’3 to make the

ieation o le i,

done three or four times o year
on the city’a 21 miles of unpaved
roads, part of the road mainte-
nancoe budget. It's & torch Mayor
Nancy Bates carried alone, until
council members Vicki Barnett,
Barry Brickner and Christopher
McRao joined the effort.

McRae was the latest convert,
having voted in favor of the ape-
cial nssessment district just last
Yyear. Whether it was having a

year of experience, watching
workera fil] cracks in the pave-
ment in front of his house with-
out his having asked or talking
to city staff nbout the issue, he
snid he was convinced the city
should pay.

Councilman Jeryy Ellis
remained un:nnvmv:odr

“Unpaved roads are main-
tained every year, and we're not
talklnu dust control{” he aaid.

we do

benefit.

“We're talking about paying
$23 or $24 a year for this,” he
snid.

Councilman Barry Brickner
argued that because calcium
chloride applications are repeat-
cd and don't last, they should be
considered “maintenance” rather
than “capital improvements.”
Councilwoman Vicki Barnett
ngreed.

“Somclhmg that needs to be

'lts for the ;ole purpose of (the

is.” .
Ellis said it costs the city less
per mile to maintain paved
ronds, because they don'’t require
mnintennnee for up to 16 years,
He said he had been | d for

plied three to four times a
year (is) a maintenance issue,”
she said.

Barnett clao d to resi-

he'd lived on a gravel road for 26
years.

“Dust control made living on a
dirt road bearable,” he said. *I
derive the benefit. I don't mind
paying for it.”

Other residents pointed to
Director of Public Worka Tom
Biasell's statement that clouds
of dust can impair the vision of
motorists who travel on dirt
ronds that haven't been treated.
Cathy Hicks, who lives on an
unpaved strect, said in addition
to the safety factor, dust control
was lmpuﬂ.nm. for residents with
like osthma

dents being treated differently
than others affected by special
icts in several

dust control and hadn't minded
paying, because it was to his

wnya.

N They Iuwen t i for

or emphysema.

Because she couldn’t control
the traffic on her street, which
she snid is usod-by many as &
cut-th h to major th

the improvement.
= The way their lot sizes are

COUNTY NEWS

lated for the 8

done

Automation Alley-Oakland
County Michigan's nationally
ronown technology consortium-
has received o $400,000 federal
grant from the United States
Dopartment of Commerce Mar-

Integral to its strategy, the con-
sortium also will coordinate
trade missions to coincide with
upcoming regional trade shows
in Germany and Mexico.

Other trade missions planned
tuded A hanika-sh

ket Development Coop

Program (MDCP).

Matching funds from the orga.
nization’s budget, along with in-
kind services from members and
the County, will provide a total
of $1.2 million over three ycars
for export and trade activity to
benefit more than 1,100 quali-
fied companies, officials snid.

Funds will help facilitate
oxport activity from high-tech
companiea in Oakland County
for products and services, such
as: Computer software nnd ser-
vices, suto parts and uc'cennnu,

ing services,
and industrial process controla
to countrios nround the world,

casing automotive parts and
accessories in Mexico City in
2001, an CeBIT, the world's
largest trade show for computer
softwere and services in
Hanover, Germany in 2003.

Automation Alley is o cluster
of technology-driven companies
located in Cakland County, The
consortium is an alliance of pri-
vate, educational institutions
and Oakland eounty governmen-
tal busincsses dedicated to
utmngthemnx ita economic bm
b; ing and

B Residents whuno streets are
scheduled for paving in a given
year aren’t asscssed for dust
control, cven though several
applications may be made before
pavement is laid.

“I don't think that's fair, and !
dun’t !.hmk it's nghl. she said.

Paul B who

fares, Hiclq felt sho thouldn t
have to pa; ;‘n control the dust
those cars kick u,

The Furmmgwn Hills Council
of Homeowners Association has
always been clear about its posi-
tion against assessments — and
prescated it one more time Mon-
day night.

“If it is a public snl‘cty. heaith
and welfare issue,” said COHA
President Ed Sprmg “it’s our
i as a city, you should

attended the meeting because
his neighbarhood had petitioned
to have their street paved, snid

take care of it.”
The cost of dust control is
about $60,000.

was
there were only two members; it
is eligible to carry nine.

“Maybe looking at a larger
commisaion might help,”
Mitchell said. “But then, you
have to find the people.”

Too much

Essential to getting the com«
mission back on track, snid City
Manager Frank Lauhofl, is pro-
viding a clear mission statement

Job fair considered a success;
1,000 candidates turn out

Although the recent Farming-
ton Public Schools Recruitment
Fair 2001 drew about 1,000 job
candidates — 200 fewer than

expected — the program was con-
sidered successful.

“We had plenty of talented
candidates who came out (to
Farmington High School),” asid
Larry Lobert, the district’s exec-
utive director for human
resaurces, “Now we're figuring
out where we're going to be on
{(available) jobs” for the 2001-02
school year.

Candidates scheduled their
interview vin the Internet, and
talked about particular jobs with
prospective supervisors,

Accnrdmg to Lauhoff, the
council wants to take its time’.,
deciding how the next incarna-
tion of the beautification com-
mission is structured.

“It’s an important commis.
sion,” Lauhoff said. “And I don’
think the council wants to rush
into it, By taking it slow, I think:
we'll wind up with a much better
fina) reault.”

The topic will be picked up {ur .
discussion during another study +
session, scheduled for 6 p.m. :
Monday, April 2, at Farmington ¢
City Hall. K

PP AR

The program was available to ¢
those -eekmg employment in '
myriad positions, not just teach.
ing joba.

~ Lobert snid several are
where finding new teachers is a
struggle for all districts, includ-

ing Farmington, are special edu- .+
cation, high schoo! math and sci- 2
ence and Computer Aided-2
Design and technology.

The majority of job hopcfuls .

sttending the job fair are res
dents of southeastern Michigan, -
he ndded.

Look for our award-winning Hometown Life
section on pages C6, C7, C9 and C10.

Scouts on hand
for Archer visit
BY TiM SMITH
'APF WRITER
* tamith@oehomecomm.net
On his way to the front of

Oakland County's ﬁrat-clnu
technology cluster.

Archer ;.. .

Archvr said work is being dono
to improve roads from tho sub.
urbs to downtown, and that
many exciting programs are
being planned for the 300th
birthday celebration.

Civic minded

*"Weo hope you and all of your
residonts will feel comfortable
enough to come down to Detrait
to celcbrate our 300th anniver-
sary. [ want you to know our
infrastructure is still wearing
well. ... We will provide for you
fsome exc:tmg opportunities for
you and your families to partici-
pate in”

Hartsock presented Archer
with a framed proclamation, an
afghan featuring Farmington
historic sites and free passes to
the Civic Theatre.

Not to be outdone, Archer
extended an offer to the council
and city administration to come
down to Comerica Park to
attend a complimentary Tiger
basebal] game.

Later, in the hallway outsido
the council chambers, Archer
said he wanted to accept the
honor himself.

“This ia the first time that I've
been called and invited to be a
recipient (in Farmington),”
Archer said. *I ean't tell you how

p]cued Iam. Itisan xmporumt
k, the city's

i City Council
chumbarl. Detroit Mayor
Donnis Archer warmly
shook resident Bill Liba's
hand.

Then, Archer accepted a
proclamation honoring
Detroit’s 300th birthday

d looked out into the
where three

And to be mayor nt this time, l
Just felt it (the proclamutlon)
was such a privilege that I want~
cd to come out and accept it per-
sonally.”

The first

Farmington apparently is the
first suburban community to so
honor the Detroit tricentennial,
which ia taking place all
throughout 2001, Archer wasn't
certain whether other cities are

similar procl

“I have no |dcu. but if they
are, I'll be there,” Archer said,
smiling.

Archor did say he hopes to
bring President George W. Bush
to Detroit to "apend some time
with us, and .., to have every-
body come nnd enloy what will
be a historical event.”

Prior to the meeting, Farming-
ton City Manager Frank Lauhoff
said all of the suburban commu.
nities need a atrong Detroit and
ahould be willing to show sup.
port for the major city.

“We're nll neighbors and we
ahould support each other,”
Lauhoff said. "I think that's
what Mayor Archer has done in
his tenure as mayor, and I think
it's incumbent on_suburban
citica to do the same.”

mombers of Boy Scout
Troop 45 were seated.

"As I look out I see three
young people,” Archer said.
*May you be around to cele-
brate our 350th anniver-
sary... and I hope you
remomber this historic
ocecasion when the city of
Farmington and the city of
Detroit came together.”

Liba wasn't too surprised
that Archer would take
time to shake his hand.

“I campaigned for him
when he ran for the Michi-
gan Supreme Court,” Liba
said. "It was real nice for
him to come out here. He's
o real great guy.’

Almost in awe were tho
three Boy Scouts, working
on n report about how gov-
ernmental mectings work.

Power Middle School stu-
dents Robert Gearardo,
Michael Gariepy and Farm-
ington High Scheol student
James Gallagher agreed
that secing the mayor of
Detroit was an unexpected
treat.

*“He was really pretty
cool,” gnllagher said, nod-.

g.

your book p

Saturday, March 24
10 am to Noon
At Mall Entrance

110 2:30 pm
Bimingham
In Home

Celebrated chel, television host
and world traveler, Keith Famie,
recently drow national attention
as a cast. member of Vs

He's galhered favocite pholos
memones and, most importantly,
recipes, for his new book,
Famia's Adventures in Cooking.
Mr. Famie will happily sign

Kaith

—ame
ook signing

Livonia

MON-SAT 10-8 » OPEN SUN AT NOON '

Bringham + (43 844 2000
Nochesser + 4B 8614000

|acobsons.com

Lvares + (734 S Toee
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