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Youngsters know next to
nothing about economics

Columnist responds to
nursing home industry letter

< Asmoat pmnh who have tried discussing bud-

geting with their kids know all too well, most

high school senifors know next to nu(thz about
economics,
Here's how ab 1 the § is, di
1 Council on E ic Educati

Only 34 percent know that money loses ita value
through inflation. Less than 60 percent under-
stand that when demand for a product goes up
but the supply doesn't, the price is likely to
increase, Around
two-thirds do not
know the atock
market works to
bring people who
want to buy stocks
together with peo-
ple who want to
sell them,

Just how dan-
gerous economic
B illiteracy can be to
our kida was

Juat in time, now comes an outﬁt called the
Michigan Council on E ion, & non-

profit group based at Walsh College's Novi cam-
pus. Headed by an MSU economica education
Ph.D., David Diulerlo the council {a in the second
year of a ﬂve-yenr program to i mcmm and

high
schoals.
Kids learn about personal budgeting and
investing through a Web slﬁa:pprgpdauly

_ I'd liks to comment on the March 8 Iatwr from Actually, the industry sp d this survey by
8 ton, director o for cting and paying a polling company, and the
daoHeA.lEhCm of Michi anurs- ici inthnaurvoywemdnwnrmmlhuof
ing home industry organization. peopla chosen by the nursing homes. Thus the

Mr. Stanton attempts to discredit the facts in
my Chat Room column (Nursing Home Guide mis-
leads, Feb. 22) in which I substantiate that the
nursing home lndmuy‘ pubhmuun, The Con-
sumer Guide to X ng Homes misl

industry had complete conu-nl. It would be inter-
esting to know which and stats agencies
would go along with nge nur]y 90 percent satisfac-
tion rate for Michigan nursing homes.

Mr, Stanton admits the guide's information is

enough called “Tha Mint."
learn nbout the mysteries of the stock market by
playing “The Stock Markst Game.” Teachers get
generalized but up-to-date support materiala
through www. economicsamerica. org. The coun-
cl u!f:rs Michigan Standards and Benchmarks
for Economics, where a teacher
given benchmark and get a listing of classroom
material appropriate to his grade level; the Web
site is www, michecon. org.

Dioterle is eareful to make clear his group isn't
about to push ideology down the throats of atu-

the nows headlines
lost week:

W Stock
exchanges tumbled.
Tbo NASDAQ dropped 62 percent below its all-
tifne high, closing below 2,000 for the first time
since December 1998, The Dow industrials also
tumhlml closing below the 10,000 mark for the
first time in years. Kids who are leaving school
add going to work will have to start making per-
sqnal decisions about 401(k)a and IRAs, but they
don't have the foggiest idea what a bear market
is or how, to make informed investment decisions.

M DaimlerChrysler laid off 2,700 white-collar
warkers. Unemployment in Michigan jumped a
full 2 percentage points, putting,our out-of-work
numbers above the nationa! average for the firat
time in five years. Up to now, the main queation
for kids leaving school was which job to pick from
the pages of help wanted ads in tho newspaper.
But today’s kids have no {dea how to manage

eir carecrs in a time of rising unemployment,

much less an understanding of the kinda of skills
.needed to qualify them for good paying jobs,

‘What's odd about all this is that while 86 per-
cent of Americana think economics should be
taught in the schools, only 13 states require atu-
dénta to take an oconomics course to mduaw.
Michigan not included,

Many of our high schools do offer economics
coursed, and Michigan started last year to test
economics in the social sciences part of the MEAP
test. But many Michigan teachers admit eco-
nomics is the subject most lacking in their profes-
ninnnl propnrnnun. and most expests think course

Pnll Power

D ot aurp
less than a qnnn.er of the 11th graders who took
the MEAP teat met the atandard.

Up to now, the malin question for kids
leaving school was which jJob to plick
from the pages of help wanted ads.

that these are trade organizations of the nursing
home industry.

These impressive sounding names lead con-
sumers to think that these organizations are non-
profit friendly social and g

ies, The indun.ry uses these umu on t.he

dents or teachers. “What we're here foris to
empower and inform teachess,” he says. “They're
professional educators, nnd our nnly jobis to help

non-specific, outdated and therefore useless. All
the publishers had to do was to prominently refer
the consumer to superior sources such as Citizens
for Better Care which provides up-to-date accurate
and specific information on viclations,

the public into thinking z:t of dnt;::mu& of
that Mi nuraing e cut-off date of Nov.
homes are providing Mlchlgan has one of the h’mm nurs- 1, 2000, But, he says,
hj alj 3 the guide gives other
%thrf‘gtalgor;diuul Ing home deficiencles In the 3 loumn s :b‘;:onmmer
m;;hed Hedf'hmf&u based on independent studles...testl can fg..n:"&" 1 pointed
e 830 monles of hundreds of Michigan citl. ~ °utihat these sources
the Michigan Associa- buried in the back of
click on a tion of Hoines end Ser. 2608 In leglsiative hearings; and ot the bock.,
Vices l;:;l the Ag:;nx.‘and over 2,000 complaints investigations ‘h'l'hi;‘ilu:;wn iswhy .
o igan County o indus
Medical Care Facilities a year. even bothered to publish
Council published the . extensive data in the
guide. He doesn’t reveal body of the book that is

Mr. Stanton says that the 1999 g\ude had “some

which, when di the indus-

cover of the guide, It's a slick

Mr. Stanton’s opinion is that the majority of
Michigan's nursing homes provide high quality
care, but he gives no nuh-unhnﬁnn of his oplninn
My not ] opinion, that

them become better p

Itaa {b)) h, as Ameril unfortu-
nately tend to shy uwny from public discussiona
of two vitally important subjects: sex and money.
But if we talked - and taught — a bit more about
sex, fewer kids would got AIDS or other sexually
transmitted diseases. And if we talked — and
taught - more about money and economics, our

* kids wouldn't be wandering into the world of

adult responasibilities so uninformed and so likely
to get into trouble.

Bill Clinton actually had it right when he ran
for president back in 1992 on the slogan, *It'a the
economy, stupid.” Today, it's atupid nottn leum
about the and the
that driva it. The Council on Economic Education
is playing an important part to help out. If you'd
like to learn more, Dieterle's office phone i (248)
5916-:;’560 end his e-lmnl is ddicterl@ www. walsh-
col. edu

Phil Power iz the chairman of HomeTown
Communications Network Inc., the company
that owons this newspaper. He is also a mem-
ber ufﬂla boani ofthe Hie}-ilan Council on

He your com-
ments, either by voice matl at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mall at ppower®
homecomm. net

gan has one of the highest nursing home deﬁuen-
cles in tho nation, is based on independent studies
of the U.S, General Accounting Office (1999 and
2000); independent survey of Michigan State Uni-
versity Institute for Public Policy and Research
(January 2000); testimonies of hundreds of Michi-
gan citizens in legislative hearings; and on over
2,000 complaints investigations a year. Mr. Stan-
ton fgnores referring to these sources because he
can't refute their evidence.

He states that consumers of nursing home care
and not the provider community developed the
industry’s survey. He's referring to the survey
whose findings declare a family satisfaction rate of

lry took action to corm:t, Actuaslly, it was research
by the Campaign for Qunllty Care that axposed
the fraudulent ratings. The uunpnign 's documen-
tation gained of the

general and Channel 7 '.hnt forced industry associ-

ation president Reginald Carter to publicly retract ~

information.

Mr. Stanton is an agent of the nursing home
industry paid to promote its interests. I am a for-
mer teacher and librarian with studies in library
acience d the mnster’s degree. 1 am well
trained in research and ] know that in seeking

. information, one must be very careful of sources.

In my writings I try to pass this warning on to fel-

low citizens.

Lydia Rizzo of Farmington Hills is active

with the Oakland County branch of Michigan '

nearly 90 percent, even for nursing homes with Citizens for Better Care.
serious violations,
B
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M Thanks for ice

1 wanted to thank the City of
Farmington for the great facili-
ties you have, such as the ice
rinks.

1 would have never been a

hockey player if there wasa't a
rink in Farmington Hilla. The
snack bar is good to havo in case
I forget to eat something before
practice or a game.

‘The youth center is fun, and 1
like what they have there. I real-

ly have a lot of fun at the arena.
‘The opportunity to play hockey
gets parents watching their chil-
dren play and have fun. .

Thank you for providing it.

Rates as low as

1.75%

Ben Duplessis’
Power Middle School

Make Somerset South your
springtime celebration destination

March 31st - April 14th

(Mmmuumhlmtﬁwtheﬁmbumyefxprln;,mdnllherfrimdutmbm
South Rotunda. There's lot's of family fun including these special m:}u.
Breakfast With Hester

"It Might As Well Be Spring!”
Pt 3 spring In your step with this speciat Childrens  Join Hester Fairweather and friends for one of two
very special gatherings in her Victorlan home garden.

Theatre of Michigan musical production. Performances .
are Wednesday I%uough Sunday at 100 pm. inHesters  Somerset Collection South Rotunda, from 830 am.

stately Victorian home gatden. * t0 1030 am. Saturday’s, April 7th and April Mth.
Seating is limited and tickets are $15 per person
Smile And Say "Carrot* {children 2 and under are free}. Admission Includes

breakfast in the garden, a special performance of
“It Might As Well Be Spring” by The Children’s Theatre
of Michigan, a Classic Polarold photo per family,
treats and surprises. Tickets must be purchased in
advance in the North Grand Court from Noon to 5:00
p-mL on Friday, March 23rd and Saturday, March 24th
of at Hester's House, March 35t thmu;h April Bth
during Bunny Visiting Hours.

Enjoy the perfect phato opportunityl Bring your little
mlgy to v‘I’; Hester Falrweather. Monday through
Saturday 100 am. - 7:00 pm. and Sunday, Noon - 6:00
pm. Choose a Polaroid with a special frame or a
Peek-a-viewer for only $10.00. Hups are free and no
fesetvatlons are required.
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A Bank One representative
will help you get a low rate
on a home equity loan. Kind
of like a pérsonal trainer for
borrowing.

At Bank One, we'll work with you to get a great rate on a home equity loan. And with
personalized service, you'll get the right loan for your needs. What's more,
you'll have just one low monthly payment, and the interest may even be
tax-deductible’ Stop by, log on, or call 1-800-800-LOAN today. So you can get rid of
that flabby high interest debt and develop the firm bottom line you've always wanted.

BANK= ONE

1-800-800-L0AN
www.bankane.com/800800L0AN
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