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Curator gets clock cleaned for art’s sake

BY ALICE RHEIN
srm WRITER

When students from Cran-
hrnok toured Forgers of Metal:
‘George Booth and his Patronoge
of Metalcraft at Cranbrook, they
had a few things to say to its
‘curator, Collections Intern Sarah
Schleuning.

. “So you'ro the one who stole
‘our clock, We never know what
time it is now,’ is what some of
them say to me,” said Schleun-
‘ing, referring to the clock that
Tas only been moved from the
(Cranbrook students’ dining hall
:once gince its i in the

What: Forgers of Metal:
George Booth & his Patronage
of Metalcraft at Granbrook
Where: Cranbrook Art Muse-
um, Bloomfleld Hills

When: Through April 8

Related event: “The Gates of
Cranbrook: A Walking Tour
with Sarah Schleuning” is at 1
p.m. Sunday, April 1. Tour
begins at the Art Museum.
Weather permitting, call (248)
645-3320 after 11 a.m. on
April 1. to conflem

Informatlon: 1-877-GO-CRAN-
Brook

that the original beauty came to
life.

As part of her efforts as cura.

“ tor of the exhibit, Schleuning is

offering a walking tour to inter-
ested patrons at 1 p.m. Sunday,
April 1. The tour will begin at
the Art Museum and travel
nlong Lono Pine to view sovoral
of the gates and explain the his-
tory behind them.

*I hope that it will be informal
in dialogue and will educate peo-
ple,” she said.

And as for other items in the
exhibit, many are kept in places
not vmwed hy thn general public,

119205,
. But the graduate of New
York's Parsons School of Design
iis no thief, In fact, Schleuning,
‘who i8 at Cranbrook as part of a
*10-month fellowship which will
‘end this summer, ia doing her
‘part to oid in tho conservation of
:some of Cranbrook's most
‘beloved metalworks,

- With a degreo in the History of
‘Decorative Arts, and a special
iinterest in metal, the Oregon
‘notive seized the chance to work
:at Cranbrook, largely because of
‘its long association with metal-
work.

;- As part of her internship,
:Schleuning is required to curate
two exhibits for the

design is much more elaborate
than originally expected, and
would require considerable over-
time — thus the price could be
no lesa than $6,000, That's about
equivalent to what a home in
Detroit cost at about the same
time,

“Booth knew what he was pay-
ing for,” said Schleuning. “He
was a metalamith, as were many
of the men in his family.”

But Booth made hia name in
the newsapaper business, and
when he founded Cranbrook he
set out to collect works by the
finest metalamiths in the field.

lncluded in tl}a exhlbit are

and when she nrrived last fall,
she immedintely delved into the
metalwork.

It just so happened that con-

by Eliel and
hla son, Eero, of metalwork that
was never realized. Schleuning
counts these designs among her
favoritea in the exhibit.

servation was needed on the
badly rusted Peacock Gatcs,
.which are the entrance to Cran-
brook School, and the Arts and
Crafts Clock, designed by Oscar
Bach, nceded a good cleaning,

.* Schleuning saw this as an
opportunity to display these
jtems in an exhibit, along with
-archival lettera and other metal-
works from throughout the
‘Cranbrook campus.

. In the process, she's uncovered
-a lot of Cranbrook history that
even the most devoted patrone
may not know, Specifically, the
show opena with lettera of corre-
,npundencc between George
_Booth, Cranbrook’s founder, and
metalsmiths Frank Koralewsky,
Oacar Bach and Samuel Yellin.

. In one letter dated July 18,

1928, Bach, the fabricator of
Peacock Gates, writes to tell
J}ooth that the Eliel Saarinen

.

“Thoy were figuring out a mas-
ter plan in these,” she said. “You
get into the whole meaning of
what iz n gote. Is it transparent?
Is it o barrier? These are not
meant to be uninviting.”

Indeed, a drive down Lone
Pine Rond reveals many of Cran.
brook’s most famous gates which
were realized, including its lat-
est installation by Gary Griffin,
all which draw visitors in rather
than serve o8 a barricade,

but as S said, “Works
of art like these descrve to be
viewed and marveled by every-
one.”

Indeed, the clock, which is
barely visible on its 30-feet perch
above the dining hall, is an intri-
cate ode to the arta and crofts
tradition. Each of the 13 bronze-
plated copper figures represent
an agpect of arts and crafts,
including glasa-blowing, book-
binding, and, of course, meotal-
smithing.

Another spectacular piece is a
1932 purchase from German
native Koralewsky of a lock, key
and hinge. The inscription in
this intricate brass and stecl
master lock reads “When you do
somothing—Do it," an assertion
by the artist that a craftsman
should put all his effort into his
work,

Booth slso purchased works
from French artist Edgsr
Brandt. His Les Roses, which is
on display in this exhibit,
belongs to Brookside, the lower
school of Cranbrook Schools.

And the amount of sharing
from within the Cranbrook com-
munity is one of the things that
Schleuning found to be both
challenging and rewarding about
this exhibit. Works from the
archives, museum, schools and

brook is so b iful that

you tend to see it as a whole,”

said Schleuning., But when you

take out one aspect, as she did

with metalwork, you realize the
exquisite quality.

In tho Peucach Gotu. l'or

ds are all merged together,
“It incorporates ali of what the
community has to offer,” snid
Schleuning, whose summer exhi-
bition is going to be on the
Sound Pieces of Harry Bertoia. N

Go ahead, fantasize ‘about
retirement. Just leave a little
room in that dream for
financing it.
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C'mon, face it. You like to think about retirement. A lot. But maybe it’s time to think
about it in a slightly different way, as in, how to afford it. That's why Banc One Securities
Corporation has lots of ways to invest your hard-earned IRA savings. One of them is the
One Group's Mid Cap Value Fund, which invests in undervalued companles with
promising growth potentlal. Call 1-888-326-2347 of stop by a Bank One banking center
and talk with a licensed representative from Banc One Securities Corporation. Then
you can go back to dreaming about buraing your day planner.
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Plus,

Safety Patrol.

Immunizations, Active Parenting,
instruction by an official from the National Highway

present the

Pre-Natal and Kids Care Fair
Saturday, April 7th, 12:00 - 2:00
at Summit Place Mall in Waterford
Hosted by Jyl Forsyth
from Country 99.5

Free Goodie Bags for the 1st 99 women!

Free Face Painting for the kads?
Free KinderVision Child Safety Videos!

Free Samples from Farmer Jack!

learn about Pre - and Post - Natal Care, Nutrition,
and child seat safety

sponsored by:

FARMER
JACK

Building Healthy Relationshlps

Health Plan"
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Now accepting applications for

Art of Music
Visual Art Competition

Sponsored by

BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD
Art@hiE=t
' BRMINGHAM-BLGDMFIELD @bserver & Eccentric

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA s i el

The Art of Music is a visual art competition with a purpose to choose
artwork to represent each of the six concert themes representing music
selections for the BBSO's 2001-2002 season. Artwork will be judged
based on the ability to represent the concert’s musical theme as well
as artistic merit. The six winning artworks will be used as icons for
each concert throughout the season. These artworks will also be
displayed at the designated concert that they represent, along with
each artist being recognized in the BBSO program booklet, BBSO
Flyer and the Observer Eccentric Newspapers. To receive an
application please contact Elise Mitzel at the Birmingham Bloomfield
Art Center at 248.644.0866 x101. Open to all Michigan residents 18
years and older. Deadline for postmarked submissions is April 2.

. BBSO 2001-2002 Season: “A Family Affair”

Concert 4: “Shatl We Dance
Concert B:*“Inside the BBSO”
Concert C: *Movie Classics”

Concert D: “Play It Again, Syme”
Concert E: “A Family Affair”
Concert F: “3 Centuries of Symphonies™
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