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McIntosh
enters plea in

murder-for-hire

nv TiM Syt
BTAFP WHITER
tsmith@oe.homecomm.net

:Tape-rocorded  avidence
against Lisa McIntosh in a mur-
der-for-hire case apparently was
key in her plea of no contest, o
prosecuting attorney said. Mein-
tosh cntered her plea to the sin-
gle felony count on March 12,
before Qakland County Circuit
Judge Rae Lee Chabot.

Sontencing is scheduled for
1:30 p.m. Tuosduy, April 17,
MeclIntosh could receive up to life
in- prison for her January 2000
attempt, in Farmington, to hire
whom she thought was a hit
man to kill her allegedly abusive
boyfriend.

According to a tape-recorded
conversation and testimony
from the February 2000 prelimi-
nary oxamination in 47th Dis-
trict Court, McIntosh met some-
one in the parking lot of the
Farmington Big Boy on Farm-
ington Road north of Eight Mile.

She then discussed killing her
live-in boyfriend and paid a sum
of cash.

" But the “hit man” turned out
to'be an undercover detective for
the Michigan State Police, who
had previously been made aware
that McIntosh wanted to have
her boyfriend killed.

“It was on tape,” said Gregory
Townsend, the assistant prose-
cutor assigned to the case, about
what was the main reason for
the defendant’s plea this month.,

’I‘nwnnond was referring to the
parking lot conversation
bétween Melntosh and the
détective,
< That tape also was a crucial
factor in why Mclntosh was
driginnlly bound over for trial by
47th District Judge Fred Harris
more than s year ago,

- McIntosh defense attorneys
Stephen Bonk and Arthur But.
ler could not be reached for com-
ment.

. After the no contest plea was
en(ered Chabot granted o
lr’iq:ut. to modify MecIntosh’s

nd.

* Although the Westland
woman will remnin attached to
4n electronic tether, she no
longer will be_required to report
on a daily basis to 35th District
Court in Plymouth, said a court
c]'erk.

Gill from page Al

It happened almost by acci-
dent that the Meijer store at
Haggerty-Eight Mile roads is
hooklng up with the Ferming-

n Hills After School Program
und other ity initia-

Partners In : Farm-
ington Hills Youth and Fam-
ily Services Director Todd
Lipa and Meijer’s Mike
assey talk about the new
community partnership as

store, located on Eight Mile
Road. Meijer will assist the
after-school youth program
for middle school students,

a8 well as other community

they take a stroll through the

pate in it.

“Officially, we're committed,”
Massey said, “The specifics of
what we do is what we have to
work on next, What do you
need? What are you looking at?
.. The question is, what's best
fcu'lA kids?"

tives.

But for both Meijer store
director Mike Maasey and pro-
gram director Todd Lipa, it is
the happiest of accidental
unions. Both met Friday at the
Northville-based Meijer store
and intend to soon or out
details about how Meijer can
help the program arid the 3,200
middle achoolers vi')xo partici-

2

to Masscy, one of
the more than 600 employees
at his store i8 Ginny Morris —
one of the most active volunteer
advocates for youth in the
Farmington-Farmington Hklls
aren,

Massey explained to Morris
how much he wanted his store
to become better-connected

mnke up a significant ehunk of
the store’s customer base.

In turn, she said another
major sponsor was being
sought for the after-achool pro-
gram, overseen by Farmington
Hille Youth and Family Ser-
vices.

Giving back

“We got to talking about my
store, about how I want to get
it out into the community and
give back,” aaid Masscy, sitting
in the Meijer cafeteria with
Lipa. “Ginny contacted Todd
and the connection was made.
We're rea) excited about it.”

with the Farmi ming-
ton Hills communities, which

of how the store
can help out youngsters are

Volunteer connects Meijer, youth programs

through efforts such as making
“carcer day” typo visits, giving
out certificates for being solid
citizens or accomplishing aca-
demic goals. Teens could also
perhaps garner jobs at
Massey’s store, as long ns the
combination of school and work
hours do not exceed the state
maximum of 48,

“This fits in perfectly with
the initiatives that ore being
pushed in Farmington and
Farmington Hills," said Lipa,
referring to the 40 developmen-
tal asscts developed by the
Search Insti of B

programs.

This (tha Meijer partnarship) is
one more nvenue to say to

if they do the nghl thing t.hey
will get rewarded.”

Mnsscy said he also wants to-
book up with representatives
from various entities — such as
Fi n Public Schools, the
Community Foundation for
Children, Youth and Families

and Fi n Founders Fes-
m'ui- to strengthen the new

“As we got to know each
other better,” Mnasey nid.
Meuer will go l’arwzu'd in a way
that’s r the

lis. “Those are talking about
respect and dignity - that all
builds up kids' scif-esteem.

for
nity. Now we want to open the

Please sco PARTNERS, AS

Baker Street Draperies owner gets permission for smaller sign

BY TiM SMITH
STAFF WRITER
temith@oo.homocommaet

Baker Street Drapories owner
Shelley Raymond hurdled o far-
leaa contentious obstacle Mon-
day night then she did during
her previous visit to n Farming-
ton City Council meeting.

Raymond's request to put a
ground sign up in front of her
Oakland Street building waa
approved, although shie will need
to put up a smaller sign than the
one she first asked for.

A balance had to be struck
between the owner's need for a
sign to “say it all” to potential
customers driving past along
Grand River (as well as Oak-
land) and the council’s desire
that whatever sign Raymond
installs will be done tastefully
and not detract from the nes-
thetics of the historic downtown
region,

“The larger the sign, the more
commercial it makes that aren
look,” explained city council-
woman JoAnne McShane. *I'd

lusioned and even angry par-
enta, :

. Pnrenu suggenud pumng the
ﬁrogrum ‘locuted in a wing of

W ‘No one's ever fig-
ured out why it never
took off In the middle

Gilt El 'y, on
hintus until enroliment could be
hmlt to a desirable level.

lﬂot enough

hools and high
schools.’

Bob Maxfield
—Superintendent of schools

137 in 1997-98 puzzied Maxfield
and others, who had heped that
the innovative school-of-choice
program lnunched by former
Principal Mike Duff would grow
large cnough where it could take
over an entire scheol building.
Working against the program
is the yenr-mund calendar never

: But M: 1d h d that
she lack of upper elementary
eénrollment would lead to upht
dassces in three grades, which is
ot considered acceptable from a
Iearning standpoint. And, due to
that low enrollment, it would not
Be cost-effective to continue the
program, he added.

2 After the meeting, he said it
would coat about $200,000 in
addmonnl costs to maintain the
program. That would include
4bout $55,000 for non-classroom
gupport services during late
Jane and July, the period when
Gjll Year-Round remains open
&fter other achools close for the
1eor Among support services
are programs such as art, music
lnd physical education.

The district wanted 40 new
Iindnrgurtnurs to sign up, to
¢nsure two scctions; but only 23
enrolled. The total enrollment
prcuecled for 2001-02 was 109,

said Pam Prozioso, one of the
parents actively involved in the
high-octane publicity campaign
launched in December.

She also chaired planning for
the Feb. 6 "nnfan open hause
which

d into the middle school
and high school levels.

“It never grew the way Mike
Duff envisioned it,” Maxfield
said. *... And no one's ever fig-
ured out why it never took off in
the middle schools and high
schools.”

from about 50 fnmllm to take a
closer look at what Gill Year-
Round was all about.

That campaign began in
earnest following a November
meeting with Maxfield, when he
said the program was in jeop-
ardy unless an enrollment drive
brought in enough new d

Ch to stick together
Somewhat of a silver lining for
parenta is Maxficld's assurances
that any student now enrolled in
the year-round program would
be able to continue at traditional
Gill next year and that efforts
would be made to try to keep
together as many of the core of

Given a March deadline, the
task was daunting.

*“I don't think I'm surprised,”
Heffron aaid. *The superinten.
dent was pretty candid at the
meeting we had back in Novem-
ber...As people cammented this

ing, the type of increnses

ding just 10 8 in
Qnrd grade, 15 in fourth and 11
in fifth. (Seventy-four current
-tu;ienu are signed up to contin-
Ge.
2 Materials distributed to par-
qnu at the mecting showed that
only 35 new students enrolled so
far for 2001-02, including 23
élated for kindergarten and nine
for firat grade. Therc were no
new students recruited into the
program in grades 3-5.

* ~T don’t think too many people
dre going to uproot their kids in
third, fourth and fifth grades,”
lnmented parent Donna Lapin-
lky.

Tough sell
+ Others talked about how it

was more difficult to recnm fnmA
flies after it became publ

they were looking for were not
do-able in a short period of
time,”

Drawing the line

Zimmerer had estimated that
there would have to be at least
120 students enrolled for 2001-
02. Factoring in about 20 fifth
grndcrl leaving the building this
spring, that would mean an
influx of about 40 students (the
2000-01 enrollment is almost
100 studenta),

But, with not enough new
kindergartnera signing up for
the ninth-year program, coupled
with extremely low upper ele-
mentary registration and rising
operational costs, the district
could not wait any longer,

“You have to say lhem 's a line,

to

that the program could end after
a year.
=*We've been under a black
éloud, with a lot of negative
headlines, that we have had to
turn around and make positive,”

we have (b
do,” said M

and hers that com-
prise the program as possible.

Meanwhile, Farmington
schools will fund transportation
for those who live outside of the
Gill ottendance area, but the
offer is only good for next year,

Maxfield also said the Gill
atafY will be reduced by two, but
he added both deletions were
likely to be by teacher retire.
menta,

*One of my goals is for them
{her children) to stay here,” snid
parent volunteer Lynn Halton,
also very active in the campaign
to save the program, “.. I love
Gill, I love Gayle Zimmerer, the
teachers are wonderful. I'm
thrilled the teachers are still
going to be here.”

Students in Gill Year-Round
attend the same number of
instructional days (183) and
receive the same curriculum as
do those in traditional elemen-
tary school. But, with two-week
intersession breaks in Novem.
ber, February and May, classcs
extend until late July.

Proponents maintain that
fnmﬂnol are till able to enjoy a

g the
meeting in the Gill mcdm center,
*We extended it (the decision)
about three weeks longer than
‘we wanted to.”

The drop in enrollment from

and
that, whon students return in
1ate August, they have better
retention due to the shorter gap
between school years.

like to downplay that a little
bit.”

Councilwoman Mary Buah
concurred, *This (proposed sign)
looks attractive, but we're not
used to seeing a sign there. If we
can just downsize it a tad, I'd be
in favor of it."

Raymond said she would not
have any problem reducing the

_sign by 20 percent (to 30 inches

high by 56 inches wide) and

installing low-voltage lighting
that only illuminates the sign.

In order for Raymond's
request to be approved, council
granted a variance to the city
sign ordinance — which permits
ground signs in the Central
Business District, or CBD,

In January, Raymond succeed-
ed in having the proporty at
33432 Oakland rezoned from
residential to the CBD, despite

strong opposition from residents
of the neighborhood.

Currently, renovations of the
building are taking place. Ray-
mond said her schedule is to
move during the Inst two weeks
of April from her current loca-
tion (in Farmington’s Village
Commons) and open her new
drapery atudio at the start of
May.

Rates as lowas

APR‘

borrowing.

At Bank One, we'll work with you to get a great rate on a home equity loan. And with
personalized service, you'll get the right loan for your needs. What's more,
you'll have just one low monthly payment, and the interest may even be
tax-deductible’ Stop by, log on, or call 1-800-800-LOAN today. So you can get rid of
that flabby high interest debt and develop the firm bottom line you've always wanted.

=
BANK'= ONE

1-800-800-LOAN
www.bankone.com/8a0800LOAN

A Bank One representative
will help you get a low rate
on a home equity loan. Kind
of like a personal trainer for

12

it ne
..,...,\t;:,.....,.......,.... Vi o o o e 7o . o 0 e smuti of 00 drin oo 3 o st o o socnacoy aporaaie F
som. 3
i D Tevrn B0 - o aror: h s

».n}‘" ves v (7 o)

ocuped

y e s

ey

i oot iy ey e reeured Parrnry unnn,..m.- um-umo-mmmmumm-q
"ot

g s PCINTAE 1A

I ™

pralugeey ey
e "‘ﬂ AT

o w.m.m.......,..,....,..«,....1...,..........--‘-..“3.....

THLwr

ey b

C mmnmummuhmmmm

proyiey

-




