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Joanne Shenandoal: per-
forms at the Concert of Colors
—An Evening of Native Amer-
ican Music, 8:30 p.m. at
Henry Ford Museum’s Lovett
Hall in Dearborn. Doors open
7:30 p.m. Tickets $15, call
(5‘15’)‘D 664-2000 or (313} 842-

See Gumboots, a dance con-
cept which originated in the
mines of South Africa, 8 p.m.

" at Music Hall Center for the

Performing Arts in Detroit.
Tickets $25-840, call (313)
963-2366.

Gutzi stars as Emma
Gol man in “"Ragtime,” 2
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. atthe
Fisher Theatre, 3011 W,
Grand Blud., Detroit. Tickets
$35-$75, call (313) 872-1000, *

Brass band bIo

BY LINDA ANN cunm and the sound engineer
Brass Bnnd of bygt-Aaen
baminoE homecomm.aet | Battle Creck | from Woles, Britain ia
) When: 8 p.m. Friday, | . Where the sound originat-
:f"t]:ln 3%1}':0\::;&“ 3‘,"’.2"’ ar?m Audltori od'.'Y ight ask why all
. itional British brass ro: Hill Augitorlum, ‘ou might ask why al
band'musle so much 2'35 ;u:\h Unlversity, | these English guys? Brasa
that whenho no longer félt n Arbor banda really got their start
. capable ofplaying at the 3%';’)';‘63_1%22;' <ol | in England in 1860, snid
same lovelns the rest of Gray. “If you renlly want to
- tho group be founded with hear brass bands England

" lis brother Willinm, bolh alepped:
aside. Never could they have imag-
ined that ono day the Brass Band of
* Battle Cregk would attract musicians
of the caliber of Wycliffe Gordon,’ . -
bonist with, i ,Cﬁnm-.‘.
Orchhhtra, and from England: -
. nndullovgriheUS.OnFnday . i
Ln[lhn_
3% band. und direct{on ovamtam
tina Kitsgpoulos, will blow intd town .
to perforny'a mix ¢ of marches and big
band faverites na well as classlcs by
Stravinsky and Shostakovich,

Growing up with music
“1 alwaya loved bund musle,” said -
Gray, who grew up in Lincoln Park
and lived for many ycnrn in Bloom-
field Hills before moving to the weat
_sido of tho state. Gray now plays clar-
‘{net with tho Marshall Community
- Band during the summer. "My grand.
fathor was a tromboniat in circus
banda during the Depreesion and my
father wag president of the Michigan
. Stato Marching Band in tho 1940a.
. Wo listened to the New York Philhar-
~monic end the U of M Concert Band
on the record player. We wore out five
,uftho records from their Soviet Umon
tour” K
The Grnys enrly exposum Qo muslc
led to the two :

‘| “Lover Man."

1= the placs to go.” '

Not necessarily, The Univeraity
Musical Socicty series is muking it
possible to swing to the music of the
32-member Brass Band of Battle

iCreck in ita debut performanco in
"Anf Arbor. Gordon, a music instruc:
tor at Michigan State University, will
lend Amod]cy fonturing *Swing Low. ...
"Swest Chariot” and “When the Saints
Come Marching In.” Jt's sure to make
the audience want to get up and
dance, Stravinsky's “Firebird” will stir

. the soul as will tho band's rendition of

“A brass band ean perfarm different
styles of music,” said Gray. “They can
legitimately ploy ‘Firchird’ and do it
very well in o classic senso and then
turn around and do 'Sing, Sing, Sing’
and sound like a big band, or play any
type of Broadway and Hollywood
songs. Technically a brass band can't
play ‘Firebird’ but come hear it and
you'll sce.

“There's a wide dynumlc range thut
can pull you out of your seats.
thoy don't expect is the unnsitivu
quict pieces.”

. Versatility is the reason Randy
Hawes joined the band three years
ago. Unfortunately he won't be able to
play at. the Ann Arbor concert because
ofa duling conflict, The Bloom-

the Brass Band of Battle Creck in
1989: In 1980 Lhey recelved funding
from the Kellogg Found, and

field Hills trombonist will be perform-
ing wnlh the Detmie Sy-mphnny
Orch at O Hellin

were on their way.
Five members of tho Brass Band of
Battle Creek will fly in from England
. e e .

Detroit. Like the Grays, Hawes davel-
oped a love of British brasa music
early and later played with the River

into town for concert

. It's very cxciting. Some of the moat
. difficult pieccs for brass aro in the

‘ent from what you've heard. It's

City Brass Band in Pittsburgh,

Challenging and exciting
-“The music is much moro challeng-
ing and the players are top- notch
from all over the world,” said Hawes
who taught at a brass band camp in
Cnnton two summers ago, “Music is
written mainly by British composers.

British brass literature.”

Gray doesn't have to worry about
the difficulty of the music any more,
as producer of the band he has an
entirely different set of challenges
from boukmg hotel rooms to sending
out music six weoks in advance to

In 1998, he
the band's 10-day tour of the United
Kingdom including a stop at Royal
Albert Hall, While in Ann Arbor he's
making sure all will be ready for the
musicians to teach master cloases at
Cass Tech and the Detroit High
School for the Fine and Performing
Arts during their stay.

“Muasicians aren't as difficult to dcnl
with as a bunch of surgeons,” said
Gray who raised the $200,000 neces-
sary for tho current tour of Michigan
which began in Battlo Creck then
traveled to Interlochen Center for the
Arts bel'om arriving at Hill Auditori-
um.

“Tho hnrd part is raising the
money. We've received grants from
the Kellogg Foundation and the
Michigan Council for Arts and Cul-
tural Affairs, plus money from tickets
sales from the 2,000 seat hall in Cal-
houn County where we regularly plny.
‘We're planning a summer camp for
ages 16 to 24 in Battle Creck for
2002, Young people are the future of
brass band music whether they
deeide to play or are out there in the
audience. Brass band music is differ-

rewarding when you hear the music.”
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‘Play by Play’ parades across stage during marathon:

BY Kmv WYGONIK
kwynnlk@oe homecomm.net

Playing around with scripts is some-
thing Heartlande Theatre Company
does just for the fun of it. Unlike other
groups who present the works of oth-

ers, Heartlande
O
FA masathon of

works with writ-
ers to devclop
original plays
that say some-
thing about the
human experi-
ence.

On Saturday,
April 7, Heart-
lande {s prerent-
ing a 12-hour
marathon of one-
nct plays in the
Studio Theatre at
Oakland Univer.
sity. Each of the
24 short plays
will be presented
twice during the
evening.. Playa
range in length

heely Whypamik, Editor 734 953 2105

from seven to 16 minutes, Four are pre-
sented every hour. Most are comedies,
somo are absurd, Six dramas will be
presented, one each hour.

“This is the only fund-raiscr we do
all year,” said Jan Radcliff of Birming-
ham. “We are committed primarily to
the creation, development and presen-
tation of original works, and to the nur-
turing of the resident theatrical com.
munity”

Local actors and directors will pre-
sent the plays submitted by play-
wrlxhu from Michigan, Indiana, Mass-

New York, Mi hicas

, Connecticut and Scotland.

Of tho 24 plays being presented, 11
were written by Michigan playwrights.

Full day

David MacGregor of Livonia i8 one of
those playwrights, and has been partic-
ipating in the marathon for the past
four years.

“It's a full day, there's’ nothing like
it, he said. *“It's almost like wnu:hmg

etch TV. If you don’t like what you're

leelng in 10 minutes it will be differ-
;snt. Whemer itia pooplc nhmv up, and
v 3

His “Towards the Perpetuation of the
Species” is typical of the plays you'll
sce —“short, punchy, self-contained.”

Rehearaing: Cindy Hansen (left
to right), Eric Franz, Kim

Howe, and Mark Barerra
rehearse their lines for "Acceler-

ated Learning” by Robert Morse nter”

of Indianapolis.

DSO -

features
guest cellist

BY KegLy WYGoNT
JAFF WRITER
kwygonlk@os.homecomm.net

E-mail is o convenient way to keep il in
touch with friends especially if you're’a
busy musician like cellist Stevsm
Isserlis. .

The chance to see a friend is ono nf
the rensons he accepted a March 29-ta
April 1 engagement with the Detrnit
Symphony Orchestra,

“I have a goad friend in the DSO cellu
section with whom I have kept up the
same running joke through letters;
ocensional meetings and now e-mi ls
for over 15 ycars — and it needs-a
fresh infusion of idens,” snid Isserlis ini
an e-mail interview from his home i in

ndon,

The grandson of Russian pianist
composer Julius Isserlis, and a descen-
dent of Felix Mendelsaohn, Isserlis is 4
world renowned performer, mﬂlructur
and musicologist. !

Steven lsserils

What: The Detrolt
Symphony

Orchestra, led by
musle ditector
Neeme Jard, Ina |
program featuring
guest collist Staven |
1sserils performing

He last per-
formed with the
DSO in 1992, and
will be featured
on Camille Saint-
Saens’ Cello Con-

certo No. 1. SaintSsens Cello
*I love the | ConcertoNo. 1.
Sapint-Sacns con- | Whea: 8 p.m.
certo, and not | Thursdayfricay,
. | Marer 2830, 8:30
that many orches p.m, Saturday,

tras ask for it,
and because [
wanted to play

March 31, 8nd 3
p.m. Sunday. Apd 1. .
Where: Orchestrs

with Neeme | Hall, 3711

Jarvi, with whom ‘[')V‘)f:"‘fﬂfﬂ Ave.,
* olri

1 haven't worked Tickots: $15-852,

for mare years

52, -
than I care to call(313l$76—51u

remembcr. said
Isserlis giving two more reasons why

he's looking forward to performing with .

the DSO,

Musical background s

He didn't choose to play cello growiny
up, his family.chose it for him.

“It waa needed in my family,” he said.
“My mother played the piano, my.
father the violin, my elder sistor
Annette was going to learn the viold,
my middle sister Rachel played the vig-
lin and our dog howled 8o there was: u
vacancy for a cellist,”

Hia warm scnse of humor co
across c-mail, and it's casy to sec how
he could maintain a long diatnncb

Pleasc seo CELLIST, B:

A man and woman meet in a bar, nn&
surprise, they're completely honc}l
with one another.

“It's a comedy about the alnndu
dating ritual,” snid MacGregor wi
teaches film writing at Wayne Stagé
University. “I'm alwnys intrigued with
the iden of truth, so much is predicated
on spin. If you strip all the facades
away what's leR? These two people ate
attracted to each other, but they k.nmv
cach other too well; there’s no mystery.
So they drmk tos much to forget nnd
start over”

With help from Heartlande Theam
Company, MacGregor has written mn
full-length plays.

"They provided dircctors, atazud

hear this stuff ot

play kind of on its fect. You see whnl
works and what doesn't.”

He has a lot respect for the mum
what it stands for,

“It’s almost a philanthropic cxcmle,
said MacGregor. “They put their love
and heart into it for the love of the-

Plcasc scc MARATNON, B2

kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net




