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It’s time legislators

Residents in Farmington Hilla and
Livonia who live along 1.275 have core

tainly gotten the attention of state trans-
portation officials and lawmnkers.

Now they have to wait and sce just
what all thatattention really means.

After listening to hour.nrof testimony

real noise

used an experimental treatment on tho
road surface, random skewed tining, to
nddress noise concerns.

Everyone seems to agreo ihu oxperl-
ment didn't work. s what

IT.ET T E RS :

B Nursing home Issues

As a gerontologist and former mem-
ber of the Farmington Areca Commis.
aion on Aging and still a weekly reader
of the Fnrmmgton Observer. I wish to
's recent
rebuttal to Lydlu Rizzo's column in
which she accurately warned readera
of the possible harm that can result
from reliance on the Consumer Guide
to Michigan ing Homes, published

in'tho March 8 letter the industry
admits that Michigan nursing homes
are cited for violations at a rate higher

bers of our exceptional arts communi. .
ty. Thesc are the very special people
who donate an enormous number of

than the national average, hours to our cities’ many festivals,
As an active of the Michi, ing neither nor special -
for Quality Nursing Home Care, I con- mcosmhun. .

atantly hear of patients being mistreat-
ed, left unattended for long periods of
time, even raped in our state facilities.
The writer of the March 8 letter indi-
cated he wns opcn to suggestions and

by the Health Care Assoclation of
Homes and Services for the Aging.

As director of communications for
the association, it was Mr. Stanton's
job to reply to the column, but he must
have labored long and hard in an effort
to justify the “inaccuracies and misin-
terpreted data” he brushed nside as
understandable and forgivable for pre-
senting what should have been true
and rnctunl inf ormation for family

ly in need of making a

to do about it, Residents still dcservu
some rellel‘ - relief they've said they were
ars ago — and after all this,

last month, the
Commission has issued a list of prapos-
als, which includes just about every solu-
tion suggosted so for by residents,
asphalt and cement industry representa-
tivea and local officiala, Berming, sound
walls, plantings, an asphalt cap and dia-
mond grinding the existing surfaco are

d ye
they'va certainly gat the right to expect

Sons. Bill Bullard and Thaddous
McCotter have come up with a pieco of
legislation that would require the
Department of Transportation to install

among the options they'll id
thoy make their final recommendations
on April 26.

Of course, this is your government at
work, No matter what the commission
racommends, state lawmeakers could
decide to do nothing at ell. And they'd
have some powerful reasoning behind
them,

Years ago, the State of Michigan made
a fateful decision, to keep building roads
without adequately addressing noise
problems. Now, residents in about 600
spots around the state need relief.

State officials don't have enough
money to address all those problems, so
they may not want to tackle any of them.
And they'd be wrong,

It’s time for lawmakers to admit the
state screwed up and start addressing
the entire issuc of noise abatement on a
policy level, establishing a plan that will
allow thom to eat this gargantuan piece
of humble pie one bite at a time.

it's time for lawmakers to admit
the state screwed up and start
addressing the entire Issue of
nolse abatement on a pollcy
level, establishing a plan that
will allow them to eat this gar-
gantuan plece of humble ple,
one bite at a time.

noise abatement moasures along an
existing highway if the noise level has
increased aignificantly due to road
improvements and if residences are
located 100 yards or less from the high-
way. It's a good atart, but it doesn't say
where tho money will como from or what
*“noisa sbatements” should be.
We urgo stuw lnwmnkors representing

It is simply reprehensible to keep
spending millions on new roads, which
will no doubt create moroe noise, while
exiating problom areas remain largely
ignored.

Whero botter to start than on this
stretch of -275 from Five Milo to 10 Mile
Roada? Reuldenta present a stmug case,

out officials

in Fi Hills and Live-
mu who are deoply affected by this prob-
lem to draft legislotion with some teeth
in it, to take action that will move all
these wonderful ideas forward.
Residents have done their part. Now
it's timo for those who have the power to
do tho most to really make some noise.

cholce of facilities for a loved one.

From personal experience of seeing
both my mother and my sister's lives
brought to a premature end by totally
avoldable sub-standard care in the sev-
eral nursing homes in which we
attempted to put our trust. my

Mr. S

to
about how good Michigan inx
homes are and about |.hn [ndustzy‘s
burden of over-regulation and under-
funding, are totally false. I suspect he
knows it. Regarding his constant
roturn to the family satisfaction sur-
voys, again, I know from personnl
axperience and from talking with fami-
ly members of other residenta in nurs-
ing homes, that as long as a loved one
is in & facility, the fear of retaliation is
such that an honest answer cannot be
expected.

‘The Consumer Guide to chhignn
Nursing Homes is merely a marketing
tool for the Industry, The Health Care
Association and Mr. Stanton can best
serve the consumers of Michigan by
publishing it as such, and then simply
referring them to “Michigan's Long-
Term Car Companion,” available from
Citizens for Better Care, a reliable
guide without the inaccuracies and
misinterpretations,

Doris M. Austerberry
Livonia

Jonathan Stanton, the director of
communications for a nursing home
industry association, in his letter of
March 8 wrote that his industry’s pub-
lication Consumer’s Guide to Michigan
Nursing Homes includes surveys of
nursing homes through Nov. 1, 2000.
That means that the information was
out ofdnto 1s s0on 68 thn guide was

that.

Residents must join
fight against diversion

Our Great Lakes water is not for sale.
Gov. John Engler
State of the State Address
Jan. 81,2001

With that flat declaration Michigan's
governor vowed earlier this year to fight
any scheme to divert Great Lakes water
to any other state, region or foreign
nation for any reason.

We hear you, governor. We support
you, And know alao that we'll be watch-
ing you and your successors and the rest
of our representative government to
make certain that our water — certainly
more vital than oil — stays in the Great
Lakes basin where it belongs.

‘That Great Lakes water should not be

" diverted to other regions is o no-brainer, ..

you think? Well, think again, People all
over the world are casting covetous eyes
on our precious water.

A couple of years ago, a Canadian com-
pany came up with a scheme to “mer-
chandise” more than 1560 million gallons
of Laka Superior water each year to Asia.

, that deal was scotched by -
right-thinking people on both sides of the
boﬂler But planners and developers in
the thwest, a region that is

rapldly running out of water because of
careless development, are looking at the
Great Lakes, which contain 20 pereent of
all fresh water on Planet Earth, as
untapped source to slake their migh:y

The feud over fresh water has been
simmering for years. But now the feud
could become a battle that could turn
into a war, and the politicians know it.
Note Engler's statement on water diver-
sion, delivered to a standing ovation
before the Legislature. Nota also that for-
mer Michigan Gov. Juneo Blanchard, a

bable Dy didate for gover-
nor in 2002, is out with a "Great Lakes
Protection Plan.” mr diversionisa
coming campaign issue.

‘We can close our eyes and almost hear
the justifications for selling Great Lakes
‘water in the years to come:

. lBuUfw--oldjwalmIlwalnw
Japan or Arizona or we'd have
md:m to fix these cmmmy Michigan

W But if we sold just a little water, we'd
have momey to fix all the {mlmg schools in
our ailing inner cities .. ..

M But we have g0 much water; we'd
never miss just a little bit . . . and those
(pfople out West (or down South) are soo0o

Lo DU

Let us hope our lawmnkers, present
and future, don't fall for those lines,
Great Lakes water must stay hero. Wator
is not a commodity to be sold away, any
more than are tha Rocky Mountains or
the Grand Canyon.

Plaintive ¢ry No. 3 will be eapecially
galling when we hear it. The Great Lakes
need the water that fecds them, all of the
water. Lake levels, which riso and fall
aver tho decades, are in a down cycle
right now, as anyono who lives on the

shore will tell you. Levels are said to be
down more than two feet, leaving many
docks and marinas high and dry along
our lake nhnreu Low lnke lavels are
blem that will
only be meerbnu:d by water diversion.

We'ra pleased that our leadors are rece
ognizing the threat and planning action
to stop it.

The shnme Is that Michigan residents
may have to comply with new water use
rules to protect the Great Lakes from
diversions by others who have already
abused their water resources.

According to Tracy Mehan, director of fi

tho Office of tho Great Lakes, and Dennis
Schumnck. of t.he governor’l uﬂ'ca. any
law prot or

of water from the Great Lakes basin that
does not also apply to Michigan residents
themselves would likely be susceptible to
acourt

And it would lpply. not juat to piped
laid directly to the Jakes, but even to far
from the lhom].inu that draw water from
acquifers supplied by the Great Lakes.
Users or divertera who take a net amount
over 1 million gallons per day would have
to comply with the new rules.

It all seems somehow backward. Those
who choose to live in arid climates and
abuse their own water supplies apparent-
1y have a right to dip into ours, The only
way to prevent that is for residents here
to submit to water use rules in an area
abundant with the resource.

What Ldon't undersumd then 'is
why the industry officinls even buth-
ered publishing theso out of date sur-
veys, which can be misleading to fami-
lies searching for a nursing home, All
theo guide needed to do up front was to
refer customers to Citizens for Better.

Care which can provide not cnly up to *

date information on nursing homes but
also more apecific descriptions of the
violation citations. All it takes is a call
to their 800 number 833.9548.

Citizens for Better Care,.a nonprofit
advocacy agency for residents of nura-
ing homes and their families, also pro-
vides many free publications that help
consumers wlth nursing home ques-
tions and problems.

The stafl at CBC is tho best source

take him at his word, My
mein nnggemon is for the industry to
quit fighting every piece of legislation
offered by Michigan for Quality Care
that would improve patient care.

Aldo Vagnozzi
Farmington Hills

I Appeals pointless?

Your March 16, 2001, page 3 article
*“Hilla board of review meetings begin
.. with about as much fanfaro and
hoohah as a dog sleeping on the porch”™
ia rather interesting.

Could it bo that the average taxpay-
er has learned over time that it's just
about pointless to appeal? I don't know
of anyone who ever won that scrim-

Mr. Leon Schoichit's bitter state-
ments are full of inaccuracics, and a
complote reversal of a latter he wrote
last year immedintely following the
Festival of the Arts, which was pub-
lished in another paper. I cannot
understand how he can suddenly use
such terms as “unappreciated” and “ill-
mannered” after stating at that time
that ho was, “glod to be able to play my
emall part in contributing my efforts
for the bonefit of this grent communi-
ty!” He also pronounced in the same
letter that the festival was a “groat
success” due to the “countless hours”
put in by the volunteers and city stafl’
who were responsible for this great
event.

It was generally agreed by all that
last year's festival waa the absolute
best yet. The members of the Arta
Council, as well as all the contributors,
vnluntenra and city employeea hm‘ih?‘

SRR

fi \m-ﬁlled educational event for our
. Not only are they humor-

mage, I i

the of peo~
-ple who may have gotten relief Is in the

lower end of the single digits, if any.

erens, if you are a rich and prof-
itable multi-national corporation who
eimply wants to increase your profita
with little effort, just go for a tax
abatement appeal and threaten, how-
ever geriously, to leave the state, What
chance do eenior citizens on fixed
incomes, for instance, have against
such overwhelming influence?

Oh, well, maybe the review board -
can stay awake through another
appeal season, .

. Henry Grysh
Farmington Hills

W Sign CCW petitions

Fourteon students and one teacher
killed at Columbine High School in
Colorado lnst year; two killed, 18
wounded ot Santana High School in
Culiforma 1zst week, thousands of chil-

dren killed every year| by gunfire; rond
rage is on the rise. "

Yet, under a new Michi, law, any-
one over 21 who appliea is entitled toa
concealed weapon (CCW) permit
unless the county gun bonrd can prove
that the person has a criminal record
or is mentally ill. This “shall issue” gun
law takes effect July 1 unlesa a peti-
tion drive to put a stop to it is success-
ful by March 27.

ous, polite ‘and resoureeful people, they
give their time and labor in a apirit
inspired by their belief in the inherent |
value and beauty of the arts, Their
hard work is.a gencrous gift to our
community, and it is a shame that one
disgruntled person should malign the
great cfforts made by so many.
Ellen Kendall, president
Farmington Community Arts
Council

M Sectlon buried

A few years ago, Tom Baer of your
newspaper invited mo to be part of a
panel to suggest ways to improve the
Farmington Observer. L

1 was pleased to be part of the panel ::
and enjoyed the dialogue with Mr. Ry
Baer and other participants, Knowing **
that the paper ia open to suggestions, I
hope that you and other stalTdon't
mind my offcring some at this time.

The Farmington Observer is o subur- 2
ban newspaper that of course empha- X
sizes local news, That's primarily the
reason residonts of the area buy it. I'm
puzzled, therefore, as to why the Home
‘Town Life section is buried within the
paper, in the back pages, rather than
being given a section of its awn or at
least a more prominent spot.

‘Then, too, as I recall the section won
a first plnce nwnrd from the Suburban

Under present law,
weapons permits are issued only when
the applicant can show there is n spe-
cial need for one: business men or
women who carry large amounts of
cash to and from the bank; those who
have reca(ved serious !hrnnu to their

thia should be

a matter of prida for the paper and .
another reason for giving the section
more prominence.

“The features are well written and
selected, but I would suggeat further
that tho Home Town Life section bo
d to cover a greater number of

] safety, for
The change in the law requircu that
county gun boards “shall issue” a gen-
eral permit to carry a concealed
weapon to all applicants age 21 and
older if they have no criminal convie-
tions and are not mentally ill. The only

* exception is if the gun board can docu-

ment “clear and convincing evidence™
that the applicant is a danger. The
applicant does not have to show any
reason why he or she needs to carry a
gun. ’[he appl(cxnt may carry the gun

not only for advice nursing
home questions but also for actual
assistance with nursing home prob-
lems residenta and their families
might face, for its consumer-oriented,
not a profit organization, and there-
fore, there's no conflict of interest.
1find it upsetting that Mr. Stanton
writes that the guide’s publishers are

| the Health Care Association of Michi-

gan, the Michigan Association of
Homes and Semcel for the Aginx and
the Michigan County Medical C
Facilities Cound] but he doesn't state
that these are all trade organizations
of the nursing homo industry that pro-
mote its own interests.

Ensi Shore

Farmington Hills
Once again, the Michigan nursing

home industry is trying to run away
rom its poor perfurmanea record by

in the atate oxcopt schools,
nhurchel, day care centers, bars, casi-
nos, hospitals and college dorms, Busi-
ness and government agencics may not
ban guns from their premises.

General permits today in Michigan
are about 20,000. Law enforcement
agencies estimate that under the new
law, that figure will rise to 200,000.
Two hundred thousand people will be
able to carry guns around the clock
ineluding in cars, in parks. State
parks, Huron Clinton Metro Parks,
youth hockey rinks, soccer and base-
ball fields will be sites of gun-carrying
adults..... This law even ellows guns to
be brought into i aladi
criminal trinls and divorce and child
custody proceedings.

How can you prevent this law from
taking effect? Contact People Wha
Care About Kida at (313) 224-5437 or
on t.ha lnusmet at www., peoplewho‘

publishing a guide
that is factually incorrect.

Thank goodness that there are goo-
ple like Lydia Rizzo and others w
are active in Michigan fo;nn Qunlity

m InF
Farmington }hlll. Sylvia Kambouris,
Aldo Vagnozzi and others are circulat.
ing petitions. You may call Sylvia at
(248) 748-1977 or Aldo at (248) 474-
The Mi Partaership to

Nursing Care who have
up tbminau:unclul.ydhmml
Neent column in the Observer was
rlght to the point. The nursing care

industry is trying to use a slick con-
sumer guide to cover up sh:
that caused Michigan to be placed at or
near the bottom of service among all
the 50 atates.

Even the March 8 letter from an

N

industry representative admitted that

there were some inaccuracies in the

lhnMichlmEnerqu
HnmCmthtwinhdm
ies. By their own admissi

3655.

Prevent Gun Violence, 3401 E, Sagi-

naw Street No. 109, ing,

48812, (517) 382-4299 or www. mppgv.

orgis ‘also active in this petition drive.

Please sign a petition today.
Margaret Schaeffer

. Farmington Hills

B Arts people speclal
_After reading last week's letter to the
‘editor entitled, "Effort unappreciated,”
1 foel I must mpand in support of all
of the dedicated, hard working mem-

interesting local events and people. A
suburban paper can do a lot to promote
a real gense of community,

By giving the Home Town Life sec-
tion more space and prominence, the
paper would send a message that com- .
munity life, its people and events, is :
important. More peoplo will buy the -
paper when théy seo themselves o
their friends mentioned in communit;

cvents and features, .
Lydia Rizzo !
Farmington Hills

® The Farmington Obpetver
welcomes longer articles as
‘guest columns. Send them
to the editor at 33411
Grand River, anmmgton il
Mi. 48335 or e-mail them'
Jhubred@oe homecomm. 'et

Share your oplnlons

We welcome your letters to the editor.
Please Include your full name, address
and phone number for verification. We
ask that your letters be 400 words or
less. We may edit for clarity, space
and cantent.

Mall:

Letters to the Editor

Farmington Observer

33411 Grand River

Farmington, M) 48335
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