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Ruth Laredo, often referred to
a8 “The Firat Lady of American
Piano,” will be honored Friday at
a reception hosted by Tho Great
Lakes Chamber Music Festival,

Laredo will play DeFalla's
“Ritun! Fire Dance” at the by
invitation only reception in the
Bingham Farms home of Dr. ond
Mra. Norman nnd Harriet Rot-
ter. -

Orchestra Hall concert

On Thursday, April 5, Laredo
will perform with jazz pinnists
Marian McPartland and Dick
Hyman in concert that blurs the
lines between jnzz and classical
music. The 8 p.m. program fea-
tures a everything fram Bizet to
Basie, Chopin to Jobim. Togeth-
er the trio will present a tour de
force of musical diversity and
piano virtuosity. .

Laredo made a succeasful tour

. of the U.S. as a soloist with the

Warsaw Philharmonic, which
culminated in a_performance of
Rachmaninoff’s First Concerto at
Carnegie Hall.

A three-time Grammy Award
nominee, Laredo has been wide-
ly praised for her recordings. She
recently released a recording fea-
turing Stravinsky's The Rite of
Spring, with The Great Lakes
Chamber Music Festival, and
RachmaninofT's Suite No. 2 for
Two Pianos with James Tocco.

Ticketa for the concert titled
“Three Piane Crossover” are $16.
$46, available at the box office
3711 Weodward Ave,, Detroit, or
call (313) 676-5111.

Festival
Celebrating its cight yeor, the

. Great Lokes Chamber Music

Festival, June 16-30, features
Laredo and other world class

Outstand[ng planist: Ruth Laredo will pcrform at
Orchestra Hall on Thursday, April 5. She will be hon-
ored Friday, April 6, at a reception hosted by the Great
Lakes Chamber Music Festival,

artists such as pi ival
nrusnc director Jumea Tacco,
linista Ani and Ida Kavafj

Joseph Silverstein, and members

of the Detroit Chamber Winds

and Strings. Artists perform

throughout Southeastern Michi-

gan nt a vnrlcty nf venues
Ci

When: June 16-30

Groat Lakes Chamber Music Festival

What: Over 20 concerts are presented during the festlval at 10

For more informatlon about the festival and related events, call
com

(248) 559-2097 o www.g!

al Community, Detroxt Institute
of Arts, Detroit Zoo, St. Hugo of
the Hills Catholic Chureh. Kirk
in the Hills, Temple Beth El and
Ann Arbor's Kerrytown Concert
House.

This year, the nationally-rec-
ognized festival will join in
Detroit’s 300th birthday celebra-
tion by presenting a roster of
performing artists who have his-
tory in and ties to Detroit.

The combination of the Detroit
contingent, as well aa the non-

Related events:
|

tlon of $100 or more.

planist Ruth Laredo ~ 20:30 a.m. Fridoy, Aprli
6 at a private home In Bingham Farms. By invitation only to a clicle
of festival supporters known as Festival Frlends requiring a dona-

W Gala Festlvel Preview Party ~ 7 p.m. Saturday, May 5, Walter P.
Chrysler Museum, Auburn Hills, Festival dlrector planist James
Tocco will perform, Event offers slfent auction, tour of museum's
classic car collectlon, stralling buffet dinner. Tickets $75 per per-
son, patron tickets, $125 per person.

Detroiters add up to n vnrtunl

“who'’s who in chamber music.”
Returning non-Detroitera

include violinists Henry Meyer

and Julictte Kang, cellists Paul
Katz and Nathaniel Rosen,
soprano Linda Hohenfeld and
the Miro String Quartet.

Thriller goes behind scenes of
politics in the White House

Flrst
by

“The
Counsel,”
Brad Mottzer

Warner Books,
$25.95

In this highly
rendable thriller
by University of
Michigan alum
Brad Meltzor
(“Dead Even™), o

young counacl
for the President finds himself
framed for a murder in the
White House, Michael Garrick
also finds himself in love with
the first' daughter, Nora, who is
haunted by a dark secrot that
once brought her to the brink of
suicide. .

On the fateful doy when White
Houso ethics counsel, Carol Pen-

VICTORIA
DIAZ

President’s daughter not really
to be trusted when the chips are
down? Or is someono else lurk-
ing in these historic shadows,
waiting for Michael to take the
blame?

Several things work together
to make thia atory a gripping
poge-turner,

Bringing readers to the
scene

Certainly one of its strongest
attractions is Meltzer's contem-
porary landacape, On these
pages, he displays a near-mas-
terful touch at bringing renders
to the scens. When we'ro done
reading, we feel almost os if
we've visited the nooks, niches,
and crannies of the historic
Executive Mansion, As the ever-

zler, is found d in her
office, it's directly after she and
Michacl have argued - loudly,
Michael, then, is faced with find-
ing the real villain before he's
forced to take the blame. In this
world of high-powered polities,
howaever, truth is often a gray
aren - almost unrecognizable,
even whon it's staring you in the
face, Suspects secm to bo crawl-
ing in;u!. of the White House wood-
wor]

Could the culprit be the
formidable Edgar Simon, chief
counsel to the Prosident, scen
making a drop-ofT of $40,000 at 0
deserted spot one night near the
nation’s capital? Could it be
Pam, Michael's highly competi-
tive, ambitious office-mata — or
the smirky overachiever, Julian
Zane? What about the Presi-
dent's closs adviser and personal
friend, Lawrence Lamb? Is the

.,

hero seeka the
killer, we move through the

sequestored Oval Office, the'

President’s bowling nlley, the
plush movie theater, the Situa-
tion Room (the most highly
secured aren in the Executive
complex), the Indian Treaty

m, and many points between
and beyond. We aven catch a
whiff "of fresh flowers from the
White House florist® in the
tradeamen'a entranco. We also
get a chance to tour Air Force
One, and drop in on offices and
corridors of the Old Executive
Office Building.

In addition, readera have the
opportunity to grab a peek at
how a high-level meeting might
go in the Qval Office, or even get
the flavor of the menu in the
‘White House Mess,

Without questior, Meltzer's
bullet-fast pacing ph‘yl another

importent role in this novel's
success, as does his crackling,
convincing dinlogue, This is not
a story in which the dialogue
elows the action or seems apart
from it; here, conversation is n
part of the action, always mov-
ing things forward and building
the delightfully reclentless
momentum.

Just as important, Meltzer's
characters reveal themaclves
through the words thoy speak to
each other: When an exasperat-
ed Michael asks Nors, “What'ro
you, a psychopath?™ and Nora
replios “'Only if I kill us. If we
live, I'm a daredevil.™ We quick-
Iy get a nutshell portrait of the
differences in these two souls.
(Despito the title of this novel,
Moltzer's unruly Nora turns out
to be the most luminous charac-
ter in the drama, though certain-
1y not nlways the most Jikable.)

Out of place

On the nogative side,
Michael's mentally retarded
father seems a bit out of place
hero, clmost as if he's wandered
in from another novel. Ho's so
clearly and hauntingly depicted,
howaver, that many readers may
find themselves hoping he'll
have his own story some day.

In addition, some readers mny
find themselves doubtful that
somoone ' as exasperatingly
apologetic na Michael could have
attained the highly-coveted
White House Counsel Office by
age 27.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-
dent and writes about books, the-
ater and movies for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers.
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