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walk from page Al

“When I was going through
my heel spurs, I was renlly ner-
vous that I wouldn't be ablo to
finish,” Fernandes said. “But
they told me they have these
sweep vans that can pick me up.
« 'But I want to walk into that
stadium at the very end.”

Pledging to help

The daily walking regimen is
only part of what she has to do
in order to help raise money for
breast cancer awareness pro-
grams, organizations and
reséarch cfforts. The stack of
cenvelopes on her coffee table is a
reminder that Fi des also

Church in Farmington Hills.)
According to tho 36-year-old
Fernandes, who recently moved
to Welled Lake with her hus-
band, Greg, signing up for the
Avon 3-Day walk is her way of
carrying on her mom's legacy.
. “When she had her mastecto-
my in '88, they told her she'd
only live five years,” Fernandes
continued, “But they didn't
know her very well. She was a
atubbarn Hollander.”
* Bowen’s cournge extended to
assembling information on
brenst cancer to supply hospitals
and support groups, s well as

For example, one out of every
nine American women is at risk
to contract breast cancer, the
leading couse of death for
women agea 40-66. Thie yoar,
about 180,000 women will be
diagnosed and 40,000 will die.

*Every woman and a percent-
nge of men are at risk,” she

Tho m}; side is, in a?rt
eﬂ'nru such aa the Avon 3-Day
Walk, there are about 2 million
breast cancer survivors in the
United States,

“I'm jgxst glad the Jaycees are

must keep soliciting all-impor-

tant pledge monoy. She needs to-

roise ot least $1,900 in pledges
to join tho ranks of 3,000 walk-
ers from the Midweat,

{Those efforta are certain to bo
helped by the Farmington Area
Jaycees, of which she is a mem-
ber. The Jaycees are hosting a
apughotti dinner to help her
raise the minimum; the dinner
is from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Fndny,

regular th
to further the cause.

“She had someone walking in
her name every year this has
been going on,” said Mindy,
adding that this year ia merely
her turn.

Mission work

But, the way Fernandes
spouted off American Cancer
Society statistics about the dis-
ense indicates she is taking her

April 8, at North Cong

new ker statug seriously,

me on this,” Fernan-
des said. “It'a a real blessing for
me. But my mom was amazing.
She had 14 chomos and yet she
always kept a positive attitude,”

Mindy now wants to literally
1oy down some tracks to keep’
Bowen’s mission alive, to “make
sure people are aware and can
avoid this whole g

And she's not rcl'arnng to heel
spurs,
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\\!r Time for a Career Change?

Come to the Botsford
Health Care Continuum

JOB FAIR

find out about opportunities, for:
RNs, Medical Assistants, Unit Secretaries
Phlebotomists, Pharmacists and many more.

Monday, April 2
3:30 - 6:30pm
Community Room, Zieger Center

- Botsford General Hospital
28050 Grand River Ave., Farmington Hills

Light Refreshments . + FREE Gift/Raffle -
~ Meet Our Staff * Tour Selected Areas

App!y and interview on the spot. for some paszaons

' Call for information/direc"tions
'(248) 471-8836-

Botsford General Hospital » 28050 Grand River Ave., Rarmington Hill, MI 48336
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‘High impact’ M-14/1-96/1-275 project begins

BY SUE BUCK
BTAYF Wi
sbuckOoe.homecomm.not

Motorists have begun to deal
with a “high impact” project on
M-14/1-96/1-275 this year.

Initjal work has forced closure

on the eastbound M-14 ramp to-

northbound I-275, along with a
one-lane closure on northbound

bound I-96 closed, too,” aaid Rob

from minor substructure repair
full ! b d

Morosi, an MDOT

Phase I of the project involvea
detouring some ramp move-
ments on the intorchange to
facilitate the reconstruction,
Morosi said.

Pavement work involves total
reconstruction of 1-96/M.14
botween Haggerty Road and

1-2765 at the i 2 Daily
construction will be continuous
through May, according to
Michigan Department of 3
portation officials.

“As the work progresses, com-
muters can expect to find the
southbound 1-276 ramp to cast-

h Road and pavement
patching on I-96 from Nowburgh
Road to Telegraph Road.
“Pavement work is to
begin once spring season
breaks,” Morosi enid. “Construc-
tion on 50 bridges between New-

burgh and Telegraph will range .

Census /.. ;.

"I'hw stretch of M-l‘.ll 96 car-
ries over 142,000 vehicles a day
50 our planning has to be pre-’
cise,” said Mark Chaput of the
Taylor Transportation Service
Center. “We understand the'
inconvenience to motoriats this -
project entails but plenty of com+
muters have indicated fixing
this section of M-14/1-96 is a *
must. When at all possible
motorists will find two lanes-
available in each direction.”

The $49 million project is
funded through the Build
Michigan II plan and TEA-21. :

enue-sharing money for Farm-
ington because the formula use
to calculate aid is based on popu-
lation.

Hills officials have known
since o mid-decado census, com-
pleted because of the city'’s rapid
growth, that they were govern-
ing the largest community in
Oakland County.

The city has little room left to
build, which should flatten thp
growth curve. Mayor Nancy
Bates snid officials will be tak-
ing o close look at whether poli-

.cies should be reviewed in hgl}t

of the new numbers,
A $150 million planned unit
development proposed in tho 14

Mile/ Orchard Lake/ Northwest-
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' questions and, reservations
orjust come by. - ’

ern area ia the last large piece of
property left to develop, Bates
said. The city will then turn ita
attention to redovelopment, in
areas such ag the Grand River
corridor, but she doesn't forcseo
any major census-related policy
changes.

“I think Grand River is going
to be blossoming before lung,
Bates said, “The

nances have kopt a moro pas-
toral atmoaphero ~ and she says
that's no accident.

“I feal like wo've had good
leadership. We've grown with as
much care and caution as you
can. I don't think Farmington
Hills happ-ned. I think it was *

created.”
She also noted the census will
have § on a broader '

n]rendy on track in that direc-
tion.”
Bates, who was on the council
during cho city’s decade of mpid
i most

level as well.

“Palitical redistricting is going
to make some kind of impact.
‘We may very casily change con-

growth, k

will be surprised to learn they
live in such a large community.
Farmington Hills' rolling terrain
and restrictive forestry ordi-

School district officials also
arc aptimistic about the future
because of the population
growth. But, without more-spe-
cific demographics, it is difficult
to determine just how beneficial °
the upawing will be. :

*“That’s over a 10-year period,’
and-much of that growth has -
been felt in our (student) enroll-
ment,” said Farmington school

board President Frank Reid,
wha still admitted surprise at
lenrning about the 7,760-person
increase in the two cities com-

bin
Although “a maturing commu-
rul.y llke ours tends to loso
ion,” Reid said

lhcm are some turnarounds
occorring, auch as younger fami-
lies moving in, .

“I'm hopeful we can keep that
cycle moving and at least sus-
tain tho number of school-age
childven that wo're serving now,”
he said.

Larry Lobert, the district's,,
executive director for personnel, -
said that while the census fig-
ures are a hopeful sign, the
information is too general to
know for sure what that means
for the future of the school sys-
tem.

“It doesn't tell me enough,”
Lobert snid.

Staff writer Joni Hubred also
contributed ta this story.



