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BY MALCOLX RITTER
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER:

Robert Rodriguez, a filmmaker
best known for violent, grown-
ups-only fare, now scores bigina
very different genre: His Spy
Kids is o delightful, clever come-
dy for kids and grown-ups, o
pleasing blend of silliness and

hrille,

It manages to spoof apy movies
and capture their excitement,
featuring cloak-and-dagger
inventions like metal-cutting
crayons and “clectroshock bub-
blegum.” .

Some of the special offects
won't win any technical awards
for realism — Rodriguez did them
all himgelf, without a visual
effects supervisor — but even
that doesn’t really detract from o

fast-moving and absorbing story.
It's the tale of two kids, Car-
men and Juni Cortez, who dis-
cover that their ordinnry-leum-
ing parents are really rotired
super-spies who have just been
captured by bad guys. Carmen
and Juni (excellently portroyed
by 12-year-old Alexa Vega and 8-
year-old Daryl Sabarn) set out to
rescue Mom and Dad (Carla
Gugino and Antonio Banderas).
That means invading the fan-
tastic castle of TV kiddie-show
host Fegan Floop (Alan Cum-
ming as a slightly more mature
version of Pe¢-wee Horman).
Floop and his evil henchman
Minion (Tony Shalhoub) nre cre-
ating an army of powerful robots
who Jook like darling children.
Everything works out fine, of
course. And the audience gets to

enjoy such visual treats ns tho
castle guards who are literally
all thumbs ~ Inspired by a draw-
ing that writer-director
Rodriguez did at age 12,

This film merks a major
doparture for the Rodriguez, now
32 gnd an jcon in the indic film
world for making 1892's El Mari-
achi for $7,000, His other bloody
gorefests include Desperado,
From Dusk Till Dawn and The
Faculty.

Spy Kids is rated PG for its
action sequences, which might
be too intense for very young
children, Adolescents will proba-
bly roll their eyes when the
movie turns preachy about the
importance of family, but that's
a small pr!ea to pay for sceing a
story this

Al In the famlly. (Back, left !o right) Carla Gugino, Antonio Banderas, (frant leftto )
right) Daryl Sabara and Alexa Vega star in Robert Rodriguez’ “Spy Kids.”

COMING ATTRACTIONS

to open Friday, Aprit €
ALONG CAME A SPIOER
Dotoctiva/Psychologlst Alox Cross gots
invalved In 8 kidnapping Investigation of
two children, abducted from & privata
school. In this prequel 1o Kiss the Girls,
Cross tonms with 8 femote secret ser-
vica ogent and finks the kidnapper to &
stresk of murders in the city. Stors Mor.
gan Freeman, Michoel Wincott, Pene-
fope Ann Miller and Monlca Pottes.

BLow

Story centers on Georgo Jung, an Amerk
can from Massochusetts who became
drug Tord Pablo Escobar's partner in
cocalno trodes, Stars Johnny Depp,
Ponelope Cruz, Roy Liotia and Rechel
Griffiths.

JUST VISITING

In this English version of the 1893
French comedy Les Visitaurs, Jean Rono
nd Christion Clavier reprise thelr roles
0s 0 nobleman and a squiso who are
accidentally transported to modem
times. Also stars Chelstina Applegate
ond Mot Rose.

THE DAY | BECAME A WOMAN

A moving tolo of thiee generations of .
Iranian women a girl, a young housewite
and an aldorly woman 83 they struggle
with soclotal axpectations. The film
focuses on the fives of the Iranlan
women who ara confined (o thelr homes
due to long lasting traditions upheld by
thelr overprotective husbands and
fathors. They are forced to forego emo-
tlonal attachments in order (o win Indk
viduoi Indopendance, Stars Fatemen
Cheragh Akhar, Shabnam Tolout and
Azlzoh Sedigh.

PONEMON 3: THE MOVIE

Animated sequel to “Pakemon the
Movlo 2000, continuas the adventures.
of ace trainer Ash Ketchum, Pikachu
and friends os thoy discaver the resim
of the mysterlous Unknown Pokemon
who have the powar to turn human
thoughts and emotlons Into reallty.
Pokemon fans wiit meet ctozens of naw
characters, Including the legendory
Entel and tho adorable Pichu,

TEXAS RANGERS

1n the frontlars of Texas following tha
Clvil War, 8 group of mosily young wild
man form & new [ustice agency, the
Toxas Rangers, to clean up tha wild and
dangarous temitories, Somo of the sub-
plots include a love triangle betwaen
two of tho young tangers and a girl, and
tha romance between one of their load-
ars ond @ Mexican woman which takes
& Lurn for the worse. Stars James Van
Dar Beok, Dytan McDermott and Ashton
Kuteher.

Schaduled to opan Wednosday, April 13

JOMIE AND THE PUSSYCATS

Josla, Molody and Vat are more Intesest:
ed In creating thelr own home-grown
rocker chic fashions and singing thelc
‘own Kind of music than following the Iat-
est trends, When they're suddenly dis-
covered by a band mansger, Josle and
tha Pussycats are on thelr way to the
top. Based on the poputar Archle Comic,
Stars Rachael Leigh Cook, Tara Reld
and Rosarlo Dawson,

AMERICAN OUTLAWS

Story centars on legandary Westem out-
Iaw Jesse James and his gong. wanted
by the law but revered by the public.
Stars Colin Farell and Scolt Caan.

Schoduled to opon Fridoy, Aol 33
BRIDGET JONES® DIARY

Bridget (Renec Zellweger), 32 , decldes
(s timo to toke control of her ife and -
start keeping a diary, Now, the most
provacative, erotic and hysterical book .
on har bedslde table I the one she's
writing. Despite hor etforts 1o got her
et logathar, she finds herself caught
batween two mon = one who's 100 good |
10 bo truo and & man who's 80 wrong he
could be right. Stars Renoe Zellweger,
Hugh Grant and Colln Firth, M

Scheduled 1o opan Friday, Aprit 20
THE

Frank Is in his tote 205, and he becomes -
restiess as he realizas that his life pure- ...
ly revotves around friends and work. He

Is aware of a noed to move his e Into - *_
another gear, but whila he knows some-
thing must change, ho Is not sure what * .
or how, Some of his friends aro satling ' *
down, and he knows he is expected o
follow suit sconer of later. Frank's Inde-
clslon comes to a head when he meots "
Ruby, whose optimism ond frosh

approach to f(fe and Its problems stowly
yot dramatically Bffoct him. Stars Aiden . .
Gliten, Kate Ashtord, Doan Lennox Kelly,
Ruport Proctor, Toblos Menzles, Seman,
tha Powers and Deanna Smiles.
CROCOOILE DUNDEX IN LA,

The story follows tha adventure of Mick’
*Crocodile Dundee”, who with his part-
ner, Suo, and thelr young son and moves *
1o Los Angeles, whera Sue has been
assigned to head the L.A. buroau news-_7
paper after the bureau chief dles undor =
suspiclous clrcumstances. Mayhem
ensuas when Mick gots accldentally
caught up In Suo's invastigation.
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MUSIC NEWS:

Focus Detroit Electronic Music
Fest plans pulsate beyond the city

BY STEPHANTE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAF? WRITER
scrnola®os.homecomm.not

DJa Terrence Parker and Don
Q sot the sounds atop the 13th
floor of the Detroit's Coleman A.
Young Municipal Building last
week ns organizors unveiled
plans for the second Dotroit
Electronic Music Festival,

A freo ovent that awept
through Hart Plazn for three
days last Memorial weekend,
bringing in 1.6 million people
from uround the world, tho

EMF grows stronger this year.
Exccutive director Carol Marvin
of Pop Culture Medig, artistic
director Carl Craig of Planet E
Communications, and the
Detroit Recreation Department,
may juat top the immense auc-
cess of last year's festival offer-
ing more than 70 ertists on four
distinct stages, from noon to
mldnlght, Saturday-Monday,
May 26-2!

For Marvln, a Plymouth reai-
dent, the succesa is a dream real-
ized. At the recent conference
she noted a specific memory ~ a
16-year-old boy came up to
thank her for giving him “n rea-
son to finally be proud of where
he lived,” she recalled. There is
no doubt thae festival has broken
boundaries, brought diverse
muasses of people together to
dance and celebrate, and has
changed the way people soe
Detroit. In 2001, the ovent may
go even further.

New this year, Detroit's CPOP
Gallery will host a launch party
Friday, May 25, CPOP's Jamie
Lotendresse, & Doarborn resi-
dent, serves as graphic arts
director for the festival, He and
official festival photographer Joe

Joa Vi
Dream realized: Carl
Craig always dreamed of
Dding in a spot like this

- Detroit's Hart Plaza fac-
ing the Renaissance Cen-
ter. Though he again
decided to again stay
away from the turntables
for the second Detroit
Electronic Music Festival,
the artistic director -
reveals his latest line-up
and looks forward to
‘another amazing 3-day
event.

Vaughn, of Royal Oak, co-creat.
ed the festival's signature poater.

Ford Focus has signed on as a
primary sponsor for the event,
now the Focus Detroit Electronic
Music Festival. The partnership

seemed obvious to Bob Feamire,

Focus marketing manager, whu,
noted the company’s involvez}
ment with the musie, and youn,
buyer’s market. “We've bee:
turing the music of Juan Atkin
in our ada since last Novembe
he said. “We will continue to bo
involved with clectronic music.” =2

Carl Craig, a founder of the:
genre and in!ernnunnnllyv
renowned DJ in his own right..-
unveiled hia schedule of artisté
for this year's festival. I}
includes: Alton Miller, Autechre;
Ayro, Binary Star, Carl Cox,;
Christian Vogel, Common Fac
tor, Dark River Collective, Do La :
Soul, Deity, Delano Smith, Dcr-
rick May, DJ B *Len” D, DJ Dlgu--
tal, DJ Genesis, DJXDJ Doc:
Martin, Don Q, Dwele, ancizcol
Mora’s Outerzone Band, Funk!
D'Void, Gilb-R, Glenn Under’*
ground Hnlun, I:Cube, Ibcx
lnnemty, Jay Denham, Jaunnw
va, Jim Masters, John Aquavivay
John Briggs, Koith Worthy, Kelli:
Hand, Kevin Reynold, Kikomariz
Kirk DeGinmo, Kid Koala, Kit

Clayton, Kooky Scientist, Laughs
ing Gas, Laurent Garnier, Live?-
Legal Alien. LTJ Bukem, Macrs-
sk, Mark D'Clive Lowe, Mark-
l-‘nrinn Michael Geiger, Mitch:
Wolcott, Mix Master Miki
{Benatie Boys), Norm Talleys:
Norma Jean Bell, Oliver
Barkovic, Optie Nerve, P'Taahy
Patrick Russell, Perspectar
Quaker Cage, Rundom Noiso,.
Generation, Rick Wilhite, Saul.
Williams, Slam, Strand, Suddun
Suburban Knlght. Tadd,
Mullinox, Terrence Parker,
Titonton, Todd Sines, Tortuhe-
and nz,

“There is no other festival lika
this in the world,” said the well
travelled Carl Cralﬂ.




