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Baseball from page D1

for a lot with the way he covers
the outfield.”

Junlor Drew Stanton should
be a great addition if he plays
baseball like he does football. An
All-Qbserver quarterback who
helped the Hawks win the Divi-
sion 3 state title, he plays short-
atop and pitches,

He was a varsity starter for
two seasons at Lake Oswego
High School in Oregon and bat-
ted 468 last year,

“I think he can be ane of the
top baseball players in the area,”
Herrington said, “He'a an out-
standing shortstop; he has good
gower. a strong arm and a quick

at.”

Tho Hawks lost All-Observer
pitcher Jim Kay (8-2) to gradua-
tion, but they return their next
two hurlers in terms of innings
pitched and record.

Daig and left-handed senior
Matt Zatkin were 5-0 each with
respective earned run averages
of 2.67 and 1.68.

Of the 15 players on the team,
11 are listed as posaible pitchers,
‘The othors most likely to see
time on the mound are junior
Rob Whipple, sophomore Mike
Sacha and senior Brent Porhola,

“Pitching could be fairly
strong, although Jim Kay will be
missed,” Herrington enid. *1
think we're going to use a lot of
different pitchers.

“Until we get started, it'll be
tough to tell who's going to step
up. While Stanton is the only
power pitcher on the team, the
other guys have some good stuff.

“If we don't make Stanton a
starter, he could be a short
reliover, That's what he did last
year, and that's where we'll start
him out.”

Senior Brad Hocking will play
first base when Doig pitches, and
sophomore Andy Wingert will
play shortstop until Stanton
returna from a bout with pneu-
monia next week,

Harrison has young but expe-
rienced players in sophomores
Nick Vitanis and Jake Ghannam
at second and third bases,
respectively.

Vitania (.243) took over when
Matt Lee, who isn't playing base-
ball this year; was injured, and
Ghannam (.292) was the regular
at the hot corner from early in
the season.

“The infield should be very
solid,” Herrington said. “It's still
fairly young, but it has the
potential to bo a good infield.”

Whipple has shown a lot of
improvement, according to Her-
rington, and might atart in left
field.

The right fielder could be
either Sacha, Wingert when
Stanton returns or one of two
catchers — junior Bill Richeson
or sophomore Kevin Zerbo.
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Fortunately for the Falcons,
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enother pik{'ﬁng veteran, to face
defending state champi
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Houchins pitched the first six
innings of a 8-6 victory Monday.

“Bobby threw well enough to
keep us in it,” Finn said, adding
it was a huge win for Farming-
ton. “The kids were happy we
scheduled it, and you have to
schedule some tough teams to
find out where you're at.”

Luttman, who was 3-1 as a
pitcher, is one of the team’s top
returning hitters. He batted .389
with six doubles, three triples,
ﬁv_g ht‘wma runs and 27 RBI.
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Senior Sean Sutten and Zerbo
will begin the season sharing the
catching position.

“Sutton is a solid catcher and a
good hitter,” Herrington said.
“Zerbo has terrific potential, but
he'a hindered by a sore arm.”

Besides winning a third con-
secutive WLAA title, the Hawks
hope to add a Division 2 district
championship, teo.

Harrison ended the regular
scason last year ranked No. 1 in
the state, but it lost its first dis-
trict game to Birmingham Sea-
holm, 11-10.

“That was s huge disappoint-
ment,” Herrington said, “I
thought last year’s team was one
of the best we've had here.

“The fact we played our worst
game of the year in the diatrict is
in the back of our minds. We
really want to do something in
the state ”

Andy Brown, who
worked the final inning of the
opener to earn a save, and senior
Brett Brown have varsity pitch-
ing experience, too.

“We only graduated a couple
pitchers, and we used a lot of
pitchers; so that's a positive on
one side,” Finn said.

“1 think if we caon stay
focused, we can be competitive, 1
don't want to predict too much
unless past performance has
been there. The only one who
has a lot of experience ia Ian,
because he's senjor”

The Falcons have a first-rate
catcher in senfor Nick Hippler, a
8-foot-3, 200-pounder who can
hit but excels defensively.

“He does n great job behind
the plate,” Finn said. *I think
he's the best defensive catcher in
our league; I thought he was last
year, but you don't get the all-
league honors unless you hit.
But we hope he'll have a good
year,”

Farmington also has a solid
infield with a veteran player at
every position.

Seniors Kyle Burcar and Brad
Barenie begin their fourth year
on the varsity and will start
again ot t"mt and second base,

FARMINGTON
The Falcons have the potential
to put her a good pitchi; wi

“Those are two guys who've
played a long time,” Finn gaid.
Pardonnet is the shortatop

stafT if only coach Pete Finn can
get everyone healthy.

Two of Farmington’s most
experienced pitchers have yet to
pitch. Senior lan Pardonnet is

_.sidolined by-bronchitis and Joft-

Jeff Fischer play-
ing thero when Pardonnet pitche
es, Houchins and fellow juniors
Chris Chesney and Brisn Bosler
will rotate at third base,

“Any time you have o fresh-

~ man playing-a-major. position a

Tim Dolg
senlor first baseman

have a reserved approach, but
(Fischer) has been pretty good,”
Finn said.

“I think we just need to have
some experience, Obviously,
we're experienced on the right
side (of the infield), Once the
kids get some repetitions, they'll
be OK.”

NORTH FARMINGTON

How well the Raiders hit the
ball will determine just how auc-
cessful they are this year,
according to veteran coach Irv
Horwitz,

He believes North has the
pitching and defense necessary
to do well, if only the Raiders
can produce at the plate,

“If we can hit the ball this
year, I think we'll do all right,”
Horwitz said, *I think we have
the pitching.

“We're not that experienced,
but in the preseason we got the
ball over the plate. If we can con-
tinue that, [ think we'll be all
right.”

The pitching ataff is led by
senior left-hander Jefl Granat,
who was the winning pitcher in
North's 6-4, upset victory over
Canton in a district tournament
game,

Horwitz has been impressed
with sophomore Bryan Smith,
who will be the starting second
baseman.

Junfor Eric Odmark did well
pitching at the JV level and hns
looked good in scrimmages,
according to Horwitz, and
seniors Pat O'Connell and Scott
Stein might also contribute as
pitchers,

The receiver will be sophomore
Matt Clark, who was on the var-
sity last scason and will do near-
1y all the catching this yenr.

Senior Ethan Goodman was

.the catcher.last year but agreed

to move to center field.

Marcus Mencott!
sonlor center fleider

Drew Stanton
Junlor shortstop

“He's a great kid to do Lhuli"
Horwitz said, adding Goodman's
sore knees were partly the rea-
son for the switch. “I don't know
if he could have caught the
whole time, but he will do some
catching. He's a good leader.”
Around the infield, North has
O’Connell at first base; senior
Mike Sack moves from second to
shortstop, and senior Jeff Vieder
returns at third base.
Vieder was voted the best
underclassman on the team and
was the only player to hit abale
.300. He had a .310 average wiT
o

11 RBL

“] think my infield is going
be very good,” Horwitz said. “Jt
could possibly be one of the best
I've had in a long time.” $

Horwitz said the North infield
from the 1998 WLAA champi-
onship team might've had bettér
hitters, but this year's group
matches up favorably as far g8
defense. .

A pair of varsity returnees wil
play on both sides of Goodmnn
— junior Mike Rosenberg in left
field and junior Aaron Drury in
right.
Rounding out the varsity rok-
ter nre junior outficlder and
pitcher Justin Prinstein, junior
third baseman Matt Gurka,
junior outfielder Jason Berthi-
aume and senior second base-
man Dan Canvasser.

The Raiders, who were 2-8 in
the WLAA Lakes Division and 6-
16 overall, start the season Sat-
urday afternoon with a home
game agninst Fraser.

“If our inexperienced pitchers
come through, the defense holfls
up and we get to hitting, we can
do all right,* Horwitz snid. “I'm
not saying we're going to win the
league, but we can do bettpr
than we've done the last couple
years.” .
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do that.” ble for the only other CC hit,
.. The Shamrocka didn't need  while Hacger earned the win
:.fo come from behind against with his one-hitter to go with
Utica, acoring nine runs in the ° three walks and 10 strikeouts.
top of the first inning, led by Entsminger also got the
Jake ‘Viano's grand-slam . save in the second game in
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« Washers! « Dryers!

» Refrigerators!

» Ranges!

» Big Screen TV's
and more!

Now is
the time

Treat Your_s_elf.
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Novi Expo Center
Novi, MI ~ §&%a.
t{ April 20, 21, 22, 2001
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Art Fair
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This Week's Special!

50% OFF

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
12001 SEARS AVE.

1 MILE W. OF MIDDLEBELY OFF PLYMOUTH RD.

PHONE: 422-5700

Friday - Sunday 10-6 Discove] odméssion coupons REGULAR RETAIL PRICE

Ar:{uhy Dllluy Ad);nisslon $6 avsilcble at Former Jock, from ON SELECTED REFRIGERATORS
Under 12 and Parking FREE fts.com ~HUNDREDS TO CHOOSE FROM -~
Off 1-96 NW of Detroit at Ex. 162. Go  or o $00-210-9900

South on Novi Rd. R. on Expo Cir. Dr.  HQMEWS e Fen R Sale Dates: NOW THROUGH SUNDAY

Buy crafts online at craftsonline.com ..
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