AB(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2001

BTAFY PHOTO DY BILL DRESLER
Glowlng with pride; Michael-Paul Schallmo lights a
candle and makes a speech defining citizenship.

Honor society gives East students new goals

By TiM SMImi
STAF? WRITER
tsmith@oo.homocomm.net

Twe years ago, East Middle
School teachers Both Jakubik
and Maria Ki bered

was Nick Waldeckor, who with
other family members witnessed
the induction of his daughter
Jessica,

“With this they'll be growing

what it was like to be middle
schoolers who had the chance to
be part of the National Junior
Honor Society, .

“We thought it'd be a nice pro-
gram to have here,” Koeppen
said, “It's community service, it
recognizes them for their accom-
plishmenta in school. And it
gives them another leadership
opportunity, Thia gives students
something to strive for,”

Their iden became reality, and
on Thursday night, 36 seventh-

larger (in ) every year,”
Waldecker soid. “And they'll be
inspiring others to perform.”

East Principnl Eugene
Seaborn acknowledged the two
teachers and their brainchild
before and after the PTSA-host-
ed program.

“It's been a great way to honor
some of our students, who do a
lot of great things that some-
times go unnoticed,” Seaborn
said, a referonce to community
service cfforts like donating time
at the nearby American House,

graders were i d into the
leadership-building student
group, in front of proud parents
and classmates who watched in
the East cafetorium,

Among the impressed parents
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Vhy she

ding to Seaborn, mem-
bership in the NJHS could be a
precursor for students to accom-
plish some outstanding things in
high schoel, and perhaps even
later in life,

Five attributes

“It's one of the things we talk
about all the time, character,
being a goed person and being a
good role model for other stu-
dents,” he said, “There are 800
other kids wha can see they are
helping senior citizens and doing
other community service. ... I
think this is a great school, and

this is just another piece of it.*

East is the only middle school
in the Farmington district with
the NJHS, having inducted 69
studenta last year. In order to
qualify, students must maintain
a 3.6 grade-point-average in con-
secutive 10-week quarters, and
achieve all O's (outatandings) in
citizenship areas, explained
Kooppen.

Then, they must maintain
those levels of excellence until
leaving eighth grade.

During the ceremony, NJHS
officers Chris Campbell, Ryann
Norris, Michnel-Pau!l Schallmo
and Kristen Kluka (all inducted
in 1989-2000) read definitions of
the five main attributes of a
member - scholarship, service,
citizenship, leadership and char-
acter,

Newcomers then read their
essaya to underscore what each
attribute means to them. For
example, Jessica Waldecker
talked about citizenship. “Five
hours of community service to
become a member is a good
learning experience.”

Jason Meore’s essay was about
service. “I'd like to aec if I can
make a difference in someono'’s
life,” he said proudly from the
podium. !

-Edward Kociela delved into
the meaning of scholarahip,
nbout being involved in extracur-
ricular activities and about the
socicty itaolf, “Being in the
NJHS is a gonl of great essence
tome.”

A pledge

One of the highlights of the
program was when all of tha
inductees stood in unison to
recito the Nationa!l Junior Honor
Society pledge with Jakubik: *I
pledge myself to uphold the high
purpose of the NJHS, to which I
have been solected, striving in
every way by word and deed, to
make its jdeals the ideals of my
school and of my life.”

Then, they werc awarded cer-
tificates nnd pina by Koeppen.

ther Enst students took part
in the special night, The sev-
onth- and eighth-grade string
ensembles, conducted by coy
Riggs, performed Bach arrange-
ments at both ends of the pro-
gram, respectively.

Just before the pledge wans
recited, music divector Preston
Brown led the vocal music group
Encore in a rendition of For the
Beauty of the Earth.
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Sworn: New inductees into the Junior National Honor Society take their pledges
during a ceremony held recently at East Middle School.

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES

The 2000-2001 East Middle
School National Junior Honor
Society Inductees include the
following:

Joseph Albrecht, Brian Blank-
inship, William Brink, Melissa
Butman, Chelsea Carbary,
Caitlin Chamberlin, Jenna
Charbarncau, Heather Chris-
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tensen, Jessica Cregar, Steven
Durbin, Amy Gasso, Louren
Givens, Jessien Godfrey, Brad
GrifMin, Angela Hall, Asia Hos-
san, Julin Kharmats, Edward
Kociela, Gregory Kogowski,
Angelica Leigh, Amber Maxwell,
Natalie Mokris, Jason Moore,
Emily Orbun, Brigette Penderel,
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Gautam Reddy, Whitney Ronan,
Brindar Sandhu, Maya Shway-
der, Alexandria Stankovich,
Anna-Maria Turse, Jessica
Waldecker and Jonathan
Williams.

‘The sponsors arc East teach-
ers Beth Jakubik and Maria’
Koeppen,

County offers well
child care clinics

Oakland County Health Divi-
sion’s Child Health Clinics pro-
vide free well care for children
from birth to school entry.

Families who do not have an
HMO or Medicaid may be eligi-
ble. Clinies are held at 12 loca-
tions throughout the county.

Services include: Heights and
weight, head-to-toe physical
oxa i i
vision, henring and lab testing,
growth and developmental
screening, counseling with refer.
rals. Appointments are required.

For information, call; (south
Oakland) Southficld, (248) 424-
7066 or (west Onkland) Walled
lake, (248) 926-3341.
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