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Protect kids’ time,
opportunities, with love

Kids can learn almost anything on the
Internet these days, including how to
cause themselves and othera painful, dis.
figuring injurics.

Moat probably don't set out with that
goal in mind, but the sad and unfortu-
nate fact is that, every year, more and
more kids aro falling victim to their own
devices, in the heme-based manvfacture
of explosivea and fireworks, A recipe is as
easy to find as an Internet search, and
with nccess in nenrly every school and
library, it isn't difficult to see how that
information makes the rounds.

Paramedics and police officers can do
little more than pick up the pieeec when
an accident occurs, liko last

both of those precious resources. A child's
time is too often lost in the pressures of
doy-to-day life. Opportunitics ebound in
our diverse communities for exploration
and education, entertainment, sctivity
and quiet reflection ~ all more positive
than tinkering with a do-it-yourself fire-
works kit.

Until our children become adults, we
nre charged with en awesome and diffi-
cult responsibility. The parents of the
youths who were injured are no doubt
agonizing over what they might have
done differently, suffering as much as
their sons - perhapa even more. Our

week that seriously injured a 16-ycar-old
Hills boy and an 18-year-old Livonia
man. Hills Police Chief Bill Dwyer anid it
appeared the youths were experimenting
with home-made explosives.

., In addition to coping with their physi-
cal pain, both amateur chemists could
face criminal charges that range from
misdemeanora to felonies. Will this inci-
dent teach them a lesson? No doubt.

It's a lesson that should have sunk in
long ago, but that's the trouble with kids.
Sometimes thoy don't listen,

And that’s why parents have to pay a
great deal more nttention than over
befare. Chiof Dwyer believes — and we
agres — that it'a not enough for kids who
experiment with explosives to learn their
lessons after the fact.

"Parents should bo aware of what their
teens have in the home,” Dwyer said,
“This ia a major concern, and it can't be
nddressed reactively by the polico depart-
ment,”

Unfortunately, it doesn't take much
more than a fow simple, household chem-
icals to creato a pretty big bang.

Should parents lock up the Drano?
With a toddler in the house, of course.
‘With a teenager, it probably wouldn't do
much good. Kids will find a way to do
what they really want to do, so long as
they have time and opportunity.

.It's up to parents to jealously guard

Parents should be aware of
what thelr teens have In the
home. This Is a major concem,
and it can’t be addressed reac-
tively by the police department.

hearts go out to them and we sond our
best wishes for their sons’ recoveries,

We don't mean to take them to task,
either. No one can be faulted for this
tragedy except the boys themselves, who
were certainly old enough to know better
and who will pay a much higher price
than any of us can imagine.

‘We simply want to take thls opportuni.
ty to remind all parents of how vulnera.
hle our children are, how fragile life can
be even for the very young and how
important it is to know what your chil-
dren are dofng and what’s going on in
their lives, who their friends are and how
they fecl about life.

Most of all, we remind you to tell your
<hild “I Jove you" at least once every day,
True, somotimes kids don't listen.

But we can almost guarantee they'll
pay attention to that,

Deadline looms for
school board candidates

Have you been thinking about running
for the school board? If so, it's time to
stop thinking and start doing.

The deadline to file nominating peti-
tions is juat days away. If they haven't
done so already, potentinl school board

just the same incumbents or other candi-
dates who are favorite sons of the school
board or administration. But fresh faces
must also be informed, knowledgeable
and committed.
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H Free speech?

In reference to free speech, Article 1
of the Bill of Rights states “Congress
ghall make no law . . , abridging the
freedom of speech.”

I wonder which part of “shall make
no law” our lenders fail to understand?
‘Whether in the form of a

Raczkowski and learned of some of the
areas in which I could make a differ-
once in our community. I will goon to
share these facts with my friends and
noighbors.

What a blessing to have a man of Mr.
Raczkowski's caliber as our voice in
Lansing. He ia indeed a man of high
moral ch ity, as evi-

-pamphlet costing pennies or a televi-

sion commercial costing thousands, the

government may not curtail apeech.

‘Why do simple dofinitions poso difficul-
ty to our elected officials?

Steve Sutton

Farmington Hills

M Works for families

U. 8. Senator Debbie Stabenow, from
the time she was a state representa-
tive, has worked quietly behind the
scenes to help fathers reestablish rela-

tonships with their children following

divorce.

‘Thore has been a bias against
fathera in the Family Cowrt system
which has made fatherhood following a
divorce difficult, if not impossible. The
result has been dramatic increases
Juvenile crime, psychological problems
and general family misery. Thia prob-
lem knows no racinl barriors and
affects ali families.

Ma. Stabenow was on the board of
advisors for years to the Michigan
Chapter of the National Congress for
Fathers and Children, an o tion
that has helped fathers and mothers to
achieve justice justice from a court sye-
tem which sometimes does far more
harm than good. Ms. Stabenow real-
ized that mothers trying to raise chil-
dren by t.hemnlveu have an extraordi-

candidates will want to pick up
Sng petitions and start obtaining signa-

. Qualiﬂed individuals who seek a scat
onal echool board in Michigan have
until next Monday, April 9, at 4 p.m. to
gather their signatures ‘and filo the
required paperwork.

Michigan law requires a candidate to
be a registered voter in the school district
that he or she wishes to serve,

In addition, & candidate must be at
least 18 years of age, a citizen of the
Uni States, a resident of the Stata of
Michigan for at least 30 days, and a resi-
dent of the school district on or before the

80th day prior to the election.
- To run for the achool board, go to school
district headquarters and ask for a nomi-

nating petition packet. A candidate will
need about 20-signatures of qualified
electors who also live in the school dis-
trict. It is recommended that more than
the required number be obh!ned to make
up for any unqualified signe:

- As we stated earlier, a mdidata must
file the petition by 4 p.m. Monday, April
9. That's next Monday.

+ School board elections will be held
June 11, a Monday, this year in most
Jocal districts and intermediata school
districts where are chosen by pop-
ular vote, date .

af
ing school electi is Mond
lhy H.'l'hlt’athndudllmforvmrl ta

the

and §
denced by his presentation, past and
present involvoment in multifaceted
areas in the public and private sector,
his passion for serving the people he
ropresents and his genuine concern for
the quality of government.

There is no doubt in my mind, that
he is working for us and making a dif-
forence for us as Farmingtor/ Farm-
ington Hills rcndonta. Thank you,
Androw, for serving ns our ropresentas

tion in Lansing!
Ellen Grider
Farmington Hills

Ml Dismayed about Gill

I watched last weck'a board of educa-
tion meeting with growing dismay dur-
ing the discussion of the motion to end
the Gill School Year-Round program.,

Forget that we moved last year
specifically to make sure that our
young son would be able to follow his
big sister into the year-round program
or the myrind of reasons why we
belicve the year-round program is the
future of our educational syatem.
Here's what 1 heard our board mem-
bera say:

1, That discuzsions to end the pro-
gram due to declining enrollment actu-
ally began a year-and-a-half ago, while
the parents were informed Nov. 28,
2000, that this was even being consid-

Farmington's program is proof of the
school board’s failure to clearly see the
future of education, it is Indicativeof
their faflure to support and exchange ..
the program and their failure to :
include the passionate dedication of
the yoar-round parenta to

pmmm the jewel of the school dis-

"

Schnal board elections are set for
June; I don't think I'll sulfer any eonl\l
sion in tha voting :

Jeanne Kcahllklcu
Farmington Hills

H Different solutions

While I waa reading Jamea Nash's
column, I found it interesting how
often1 was disagreeing with his views.

I say interesting because Itooam ..
concerned with the emotional harden.
ing of our society, over-emphasison ;7
materialiam and the economic afllic-
tions felt by some of our citizens. Per- -+
hapa I just have differont solutions, .-

I could make many points, but in the"
interest of brevity I'll stick to only two. ..
‘Whero Mr, Nash sces “greed” within
the tax cuts, I see an opportunity for
leadership. Our economy is in a reces-
eion and we need to rebound as soon ass
possible, These cuts, in their own way, =
would be a '.rcmendaun help.

Personally, I don't think the present
plan goes far enough, but it's a prag-
matic firat step in the right direction.
Pleople are hurting and we need a atim-
ulus,

Furthermore, if anyone wanta to live
in a utopia where there are restrictions
on gun ownership, high taxation, and
lota of mdn]lnm, then they should con-
sider moving to either Cannda or Aus-
tralia. Or perhaps Ann Arbor,

Christopher M., Cummins |
Farmington Hills '

narily difficult task, as it takes the ered, let alone that if we failed to
{ und eﬂ'om of both parents i‘imnse enmllm‘:istc?y M’i‘hlnhl 2001,
lus o small miracle to raise children 6 Program wo! oso. The parents
School boards are Important. | % castaily. put forth tremendous sffort and did
They're made up of average | Ms. Stabenow, aa a Democrat, took  raise enrollment but not to the lavel
Joes and Janes — non-educators | some heat from radieal who  setby dent Bob f
for th ¢ part - who set polF hold the :purloua belief that fathers this was known so long age, why were
r the most part — wio po. are unnecessary to ea except a8 wa not notified earlier, giving us the
cy for school districts with | wallets, The *chin music” did not deter  renl possibility of saving the program,
multhmlilion doflar operating M'i gubﬁ:ww wh;;;mt p;ingph above uhu:nd ;f the sham of giving us so lit-
8. 0] on, sheis a at o tima'
b"dgeu and hundreds of my with .ﬂl:{”l: of gold. gre 2, We were told that inost district
employees. Our own State Rep, Andrew R.ack. parents attended -chml on an agvarian
owski (R-Farmi Hills dar and had an bins

School boarde are important. They're
made up of average Joes and Janes —
non-educators, for the most part — who
sat policy for schoo!l diatricts with multi-
million operating budgets and hundreds
of employees.

School board members are often under-

appreciated, They put in long hours at |

little or no pay, and sometimes have to
deal with contentious isaues of the kind
that can tear apart a community. Most
candidates serve (or want to serve)
because they cnIn dse&lgy about educa-
tion, young people an: ir community.

iy think you fit the bill for a school
board trustee, by all means take a trip to
the school district headquarters and pick
up a nominating petition plckut. Addi-
tional information may be obtained by
calling your school district or the Michi-
gan Association of School Boards in
Lansing at (800) 968-4627.

) is

ly on the board of advisors, having
replaced Ms, Stabenow when she won
national office, I would like to say a
loud and heartfelt thank you to Sena-
tor Stabenow for her work on behalf of -
bMal:bim Families and wish her the

t,

Ron Oliverio, Former Vice
President, National Congress for
Fathers and Children (Michigan

Chapter)

[ ] Worklng for us

residing in the 37th dis-

a family .
hi:t off.ha state of Michigan, our polit-

ical voice l&hmmg is Rep. An

Ll
cerning M. Ractkiwaki. Fis prosence
L .- His presence
was often viewed at various civic and
political Amﬂinu. however I had

againat the program. Bias is changed
through eduwdun. yet mout. parents
never knew the

MThe, I‘armmgto
welcomes longer's

8 Y
existed. We wero told that it is not the
Emnu' job to market the program to
uild enrollment. Somebody has to do
it, nothing sella jtself and the board
has failed miserably in their lack of
support for the program.

3. We were wld !.hat the board had to
weigh the good of the few versus the
gwd of the many, and the additional

56,000 in expenses for the year-round
program could not be justified in light
of t.ho budget constraints, One example

the board is facing this
h ,000 to resurface a tennis
ooun at Harrison High School (unani-
mously approved by the board), So
once again, sports takes precedence
over academic excellence in our school
district.

Dr. Maxfield, the year-round pro-

“tennis court” and if the

n‘uia‘ for the June 11 school election.
nmmmmmhﬂd . W‘W to him personally. parents are willing to raise funds to
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. A candidate for & uchool board shonld tions on Monday, Jmu 11, Turnout st mi.“"'h"ﬂ groet-  members who voted to end the pzv-
be gen interested in and committed school elections is often shamefully low, od everyone ( ty of whom gram for being 20 short-sighted as to
to public 7 § ‘by t of the | Weve not even his constituents) with believe tennis courts are more impore
u desire to serve the community, - registered vou;l:. Educnum;.h‘n;‘u. we | sincere and genuine and la%t f.hanyu;l:gunldum lln N
(Itis porhnﬂoh.n think, are too pomntto eft to no | FesPect. ‘eAr-roun: 100] g
opl‘:' ‘School board seats, rather than - tiny & minority. © - Twaz abla to speak with Rep. other districts. The discussion to close
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Share your opinlons

We walcome your lstters to the aditor,
Please Include your full name, addrass
and phone number for verification. We
ask that your letters be 400 worda or
less. We may edlt for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

E-Mall:
Jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

- Fax:
2484779722
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