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Rabbit in the rain forest

Troy mall combines Easter with
adventure, learning
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Bold color
and prints
are nothing .
to fear

. BY NICOLE STAPFORD
t——— Spring fashion BTAFF WRITER
mm is jumping with nstafford@oe.homecomm.net

exciting graphics
and clothing
styles that cele-
brate the mod-

Apparently the Easter Bunns' has acquired a few more survival skills.
Ot}:ﬁrwiu, dwelling in a cave beside a Red Blood Python doesn't seem
possible.

ern feminine Then again, anything’s possible in the mind of a child.

form. That's why the Easter Bunny is happily going about his business, sit-
This season ting for epring time photo portraits with visiting childron and passing out

boasts electrify- Easter eggs, yes, in a cave within an Amazon rain forest at Oakland Mall

ing prints, in Tro;

graphic leathers,
sexy heels and
brilliant combi-
nations of black

Y.
While the setup may seem surreal to adults — won't those snakes eat
o the poor Eastor Bunny? — chil-
dran seem to find the environs
more engaging than e traditional
spring gazebo or garden back-
ground.
i Indeocd, most of the mall's
young visitors like the big bad
snake more than the Enster
Bunny. And older children, not to
mention adults, gt e kick out of
learning about the rain forest,
j| “It'a more for the kids," says

Tara Cardella, Oakland Mall's b3
marketing director. “There's more
for the kids to see. It's more magi-
cal for the kids.”

And, magical it is. Giant boul-
ders atop a bright purple carpet
make up the Easter Bunny's cave
where inside vibrant colored but-
terflics hover above baskets over-
fowing with gigantic Easter cggs
and orange carrot sticks.

Throw in a few tropical plants
and a park bench for the Easter
Bunny to hold court, and it's kind of s Mad magazine version of Bugs
Bunny role-playing in New York City's Coentral Park. Just outside the
cave is the Amozon rain forest complete with tropical flowers, grass huts,
a waterfall and that Red Blood Python, in a cage, of course.

Located in the mall's center court, the exhibit runs through April 14
and ia being P d by i igo I and the Detroit Sci-
ence Center, : .

Rounding out the imaginary jungle are activity posts where visitors,
both children and adults, can learn about the rain forest. Several are
interactive computer stations housed inside straw huts, Others are tables
where children can smell exot-
ic spices nnd make rain sticks.
The exhibit'’s guides don khaki
and tropical print uniforms.

Ouakland Mall annually hosts §
two major children's exhibits,
and Amazon Adventuro is one.
Last year's apring exhibit,
Space Adventure, came in Moy
following Enster.

“We try to do something dif-
ferent every year,” says Cardel~
1a. "They've come to expect it
from us,” sho says of mall shop-

pc{\';j,ﬂe combining their spring £7am entitled Swinging Thmu%h the Canopy Layer. Oaklan

exhibit with the Enster Bunnys Mall's Amazon Adventure exhibit features hut-cnclosed computer
visit certninly is different, stations where kids can learn about the habitat.

and white.

While some shoppers may
approach the new styles with cau-
tion, Spring 2001 offera promising
designs that appeal to truly every-
one's fashion tastes.

Break into color

Every day, women are faced
with the age-old question: What
should I wear?

While you might feel the need
to slip into head-to-toe black, now
is the time to celebrate spring’s
bright floral apd pop graphics,
And, hey, you can mix them up
with the scason's best black-and-
white combinations,

Dont fear color, embrace it

Bold prints

‘The new season pays homage to
the godfather of prints — Pucci,
With bold designs in bright hues
of cherry, coral and emerald,
spring's electrifying colors and
sharp graphics burst into fashion
and make for an exciting opportu-
nity to update the wardrobe. But
the question remains how to cap-
turo the look without going over-
board? Simply follow s fow basic
steps, and you'll feel confident
wearing color prints and void of
heaitation,

Step one ia to flatter your fig-
ure. You certainly don’t want to
lock like one big floral garden, so
start by identiflying the smallest
part of your body, whether it be
your waist, hips, shoulders or

ust.

The key is to use a colorful and
fun print to balance out your body,
while at the snme time incorpo-
rating a fresh new look into your
wardrobe for the senson.

If you're pear-shaped, wear a
graphic black-and-white print top
with alim pants and heels.

Bunny hug: Allie Kazewych, 3,
of Clarkston, chats with the
Easter Bunny in his rain for-
est cave at Oakland Mall in

22

) STAIT FIOTOS BY JIM JAGDITLD
Hut gathering: A group of students from St. Clement school in Cen-
ter Line ex?lure the Amazon through an interactive software pro-

For women with slim waista
and narrow hips, s coral-colored
pencil akirt with floral print can
be paired with a solid top in com-
plementing hues of mandarin or
melon.

Karen Daskas is co-owner of
Tender women's clothing boutique
at 271 West Maple in downtown
Birmingham, Every scason,
Karen travels to Milan, Paris and
Langon to see the latest trends in

T -y a. . .
Call Karen with your questions at he just made.

Tender at (248) 258-0212,

Adventure for all: Oakland
Mall's combination exhibit
appeals to kids of all ages. Ryan
Novak, who's in the sixth grade,
is too old to believe in the Easter
Bunny, but seema to be enjoying
himself as he tests the rain stick

Cardella can’t say it was

planned all along. Putting the
world's most famous rabbit in a rain
forest emerged during dlscussio‘m

Nonctheless, thc. mall strives to present programs that appeal to a wide age
range, though cauar'-ing to children is a strong focus, says Cardella.

about the Amazon Adventure exhib-
it, and “we thought it wes a neat
idea and a way to have a brand new
Easter,” recalls Cardella,

That the reality television show
Survivor would launch an interest
in all things tropical, outback and
exotic is also “absolutely coinci-

Oakland

Information

n er
ing for something to do at tho mall.”

Monday-Saturday and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday through Easter. Photo packages
begin at $9.99. For more information about the Easter Bunny's visit or the Ama-
z0n Adventure exhibit and to schedule a school group visit, call (248) 585-6000. |:

Everybody’s always look-
Mall's Easter Bunny will be available for photos 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

prog

is also available at wuww.oaklandmall.com on the Internet,

dence.”

Soo 11t of other retall Easter events on next page ‘1.

. Retail, style and special store events are listed in this calen-
dar. Please send info ion to: Malls & Mal; c/o Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham, M1 48009. By
fax, (248} 644-1314. E-mail, nstafford@oe.homecomm.net, Deadline
for publication is two weeks in advance.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

SUNDAY, APRIL 8

Oakland Mall in Troy hoats Amazon Adventure, an interactive,
technology-based exhibit that allows visitors to become explorers in
a rain forest and includes live animal programs through April 14,
For hedule and other inft call (248) 697-2200.

GLASS IDONBIT

Native West, 883 W. Ann Arbor Trail in downtown Plymouth, hosts
Ef in Glass, a glass exhibit to mark Michigan Glass Month,
through April 30. For exhibit hours and other information, call
(734) 455-8838.

MONDAY, APRIL 9

TRUI SHOwW

Neiman Marcus, the S Collection in Troy, p their
exclusive Turnbull and Asser ; collection for men in a trunk

show accompanied by Robert Salter of the Turnbull and Asser shop
in London, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Men's Furnishidgs, first floor. For details,
call (248) 843-3300,

TUESDAY, APRIL 10
NEALTH

SCREINNGS
Botaford Hospital offers dozens of free and low-cost health screen-
ings for the entire family at Livonia Mall, 20514 7 Mile Road,
through April 12, For details, call (248) 476-1160,

7/

Bometaw nnew spgapers et

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11

INDOOR EGG HUNT

Cookies & Milk Drop-in Play Center at the Golden Gate Shopping
Center in Canton hoats an indoor Enster egg hunt for children
through age 4, 9:30-9:45 a.m, Admission is $7 for o parent accompa-
nying up to two children. Call (734) 207-1655,

INCIRCLE KVENT

Neiman Marcus, the 5« Collection in Troy, several

trunk shows, including such collections as St. John, David Yurrau‘n
makes an

Art Van Furniture stores sponsors a Mother's Day esany contest.
Children, ngo 7-14, are invited to write a brief cssay (100 words or
less) on *Why I Love My Mother,” including a specinl story, memory |
or occasion. Essays will be judged in two categories, age 7-10and |
age 11-14. Entry deadline is May 5. All stores, including Livonia,
Novi, Royal Oak, hfield, Waterford and Westland, are partici-
pating.

TUESDAY, APRIL 17

PROJECT HEALTHY UVING

United Health Organization sponsors free and low-coat health
screening tests and services at Tol.Twelve Mall in Southfield
through April 18, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. For test fces and additional infor-
mation, call the mall's customer service line at (248) 3563-4111,

and Kiesselstein-Cord. Peter Rabbit also P

o
the atore. Event runs 10 a.m.-10 p.m., storewide. For additional
information, call (248) 843-9300,

|

THURSDAY, APRIL 12

BURBERRY N P
Saks Fifth Avi:;e. the Somerset Collection in Troy, holds a Burber-

THURSDAY, APRIL 19
INSTYLE MAQAZINE

visirs
Neiman Marcus, tha Somerset Collection in Troy, hosta a “Getting
Gorgeous” event with a guest appearance by Hal Rubenstein,
“InStyle magazine fentures editor, 6:30-8:30 p.m., third floor. For
information, call (248) 643-3300.

ry cont focus day, Coat Department, third floor. For more inft
tion, call (248)|61 4-3830. .
SPRING CARNIVAL .

Get into the swing of spring with a Spring Carnival presented by

Pugh Shows at the Livonia Mall. Hours vary. Call ahead for a
schedule at (248) 76-1160.

MONDAY, APRIL 16

Nicole Stalford. Editor 2.8 901 2567

FRIDAY, APRIL 20
BEAUTY

EVENT
Ruby’s Balm in The Boardwalk on Orchard Lake Road in West
Bloomfield presents former model Sunny Griffin and her Astara
Conscious Skin Care line and Daniel John Pry, skin care consultant |
and clinieal intuitive. They will discuss the importance of good

and exercise and the devel in skin care technolo-

gy through April 21, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday and 1.6 p.m. Saturday.
For details, call (248) 626-7829.
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