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Western Lakes re-alignment not easy issue to resolve

Coaches were
givon an oppor.
tunity Tuesday
night at Farm.
ington High to
weigh in thelr
thoughts and
opinions on the
expanding West-
orn Lakes Activ-
ities Aesocin-

tion.

The WLAA
will grow from 12 to 15 schools
in the fall of 2002 when new
schools Plymouth High eand
Whalled Lake Northern open
their doors. Also in the fold is
Wayne Memorial, a defector
from the Michigan Mega Confer-
ence.

* Mega leagues became a fad in
the carly 1990s aa principals and
athletic directors embraced the
idea to putting together 20 or
more schools and dividing them
up equitably according to their
past record of wins and lossea.

+ Now the WLAA is grappling
how to divide up their pie. '

: There scems to be two schools
of thought.

: One idea, endorsed by at lenst
nine coaches in football, would
like to keep the Lakes and West-
¢mn divisions intact. The two new
schools would join one side,
while Wayne would become a
member of the other. That would
meaon one division of eight, the
other of seven. .

Another popular plan, espe-
cially among the smaller schools
in the league, is to divide the 16
schools into three divisions of
five.

Determining was best suited
for transportation needs, league
crossovers and playoff formats,
along with non-leaguo achedul-
ing, are other issues that must
be addressed in the upcoming
months,

Whatever the plan, AD.s and
principals of the WLAA hope
they don't repeat tho mistakes of
the Oakland Activities Associa-
tion and the Michigan Mega.

Otherwise, the howling, which
has already begun by many

3

BRAD
EMONS

coaches, will dub the future
© WLAA

— What a Lousy Athletic
Arrangement.

Myself, I have concerns with
the three divisions of five, which
l:;l like to call the Three Stooges
idea, N

buying a home.

How much home can you afford?
‘What are your financing options?

Do you know the basic steps i
the home buying/selling process
You will need the answers to the$
common questions if your are
considering one of the most
important purchases of your life

This FREE seminar is
provided to-you as a public service
of the Western Wayne QOakland County
Association of REALTORS®. No real individual REALTORS® or real estate

‘What's going to happen is that
you'ra have one strong division
(Mo), one mediocre division
{Larry) and oné weak division
{Curly).

Ged forbid if another division
is crented and Shemp enters the
mix,

But eeriously, enrollment
should definitely play a factor in
determining how far up or how
far down a achool can go. ,

People point to Farmington
Harrison's football program, tra-
ditionally the best in the leagues,
but the lowest school in enroll-

_ment.

As it stacks up now, based on
past performance standards,
Harrison's football team would
be grouped in the top division
with schools such as Westland
John Glenn, Livonia Stevenson,
Walled Lake Western and either
Walled Lake Central or Ply-
mouth Canton.

Yes, it's not ideal for a school
of barely ‘1,000 to compete
againat a achool of 2,400, The
MHSAA broaka its tournament
divisions down strictly by enroll-
ment, not by strongth of pro-

grams.

Re-classifying this league will
not be easy, With teams jumping
around in divisions from sport to
sport, most peoplo who follow
this league will have trouble
identifying where they belong.

Heck, we've got several varsity
conches in the area right now
who don’t have 8 clue right
which division they’re in.

Stay tuned.

BIRD (8 THE WORD: Two months ogo,
Sehoolcraft Collego guard Desrick Bird
wos conslderad o good mid-major
recrulting progpect.

But afler the &-foot4 sharpshooter's
performance In the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Assocliation Dlvislon |
men’s basketball toumament In Hutchin-
son, Kan., Bird has become a hot com-
modity.

Bird, an Ypsllanti HIgh product via
transfer from Central Michigon Universk
ty, had 25 points and 13 rebounds In a
9486 overtima loss to oventusl NICAA
champion Wabash Valiey {lll.). He had
18 points In an opening round win over
Nohraska Wostorn and hit some clutch
shots down the slretch en route to 22
points [n o 88-93 OT loss to Okaloosa
(Fis.).

Before the tournamont had ended,

How to Buy/Sell
a Home

scontobe Texas Tech assistamt coach
Pat Knight (son of the Genesal Robert

Sunday. UNLV also calied Tuesday morn-
Ing and want to Join In on the Bird

wos asking
conch Corlos Briggs If Bird cauld maoke
a visit to Lubbock.

The humble and soft-spoken Bird, you
see, has a lot golng for him,

As Bilggs ssid, "Derrick may be
better person than he is a player.” And
5 3.5 GPA doesn’t hurt either.

Since Hulchinson, Bird has been
basioged by such schools as Craighton,
Indiana State, Drake, Toledo, Oktahoma,
Auburn and TCU.

Blrd made officlal recrulting tips to
Aubutn end TCU tast weak, ond repre-
sentativas from Northwestern, Toledo
ond Crelghton made hame visits lost

QOakland
Communit
College:

companies will be promoted; this is a strictly informational program. You will
receive an excellent packet of information and your questions will be fielded by
a panel of speakers. Make your reservation today!

You're Invited tog FREE Seminar
on Home Buying

Wednesday, April 18, 2001 7 -9 p.m.
Holiday Inn - Livonia West 17123 N. Laurel Park Drive
Call 248-478-1700 ext. 136 for reservations
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And with Michigan State’s 2sch Ran-
dolph and Jason Richasdson jumping to
the NBA, Bitd’s fancy hos now caught
the eye of the Spartan coaching staff,
who are also trying to nall down a com-
mitment from Tallshassee (Fla.) JC
polat- guard Marcus Hatten.

What seemed 10 be an easy decision
for Blrd hos become much more complic
cated. But with the second signing peri-
o0d Btoring up ogoin (his week, Blid will
most tikely make a declsion by April 23,

BASEBALL QRAPEVINE: ) heven't
heard anything officially, but | was tofd
thtee area minor leoguers were released

H

recently during spring trelning.

Fotmar Westiand John Glana hurler
Asron Scheffer, who spont a couple of
wosks In 1999 with the Sostlle
Mariners, got his welking papers from
the Minnesats Twins.

Schatfer, who become a frae ngent,
pltched In only one Iate spiing taining
gsme ond It was egainst the Yankees
where ho had Htle luck getting out Tino
Martinez2, Barnle Willlams and Jorge
Pasada,

Anodther Glenn praduct, outfieldor
Darek Besco, who played 8t Michigan
and wes with the Tigers™ Class A, AA
and AAA cluds 1ast year, was also
relensed.

nient campus 1
: ;‘:;ncl‘:;:n Hills, Royal Oak,
and Waterford

« No charge to apply
« Register on campus,
« Affordable tuition =

district residents

. all classes, person
. ?J:\Ivtrslty transfer progr:
nce,
. i/lc::; than 100 certificate &
in high demand professions
« Thousands of classes
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Telephone Reg!
until April 24
Final Registration
May 3 and
Classes begin

Enroll
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For information call (2
Visit Our Website: http:
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FOR EXCITEMENT?

GIVE US A SPIN.

TRY YOUR HAND AT OVER 2,400
STATE-OF-THE-ART SLOT MACHINES
INCLUDING WHEEL OF FORTUNE®
AND JeoPAnDYY,  USE YOUR
DiRECTORS CLUB CARD FOR CASH,
COMPS AND MORE, From §¢ TO
$100 SLOTS, YOU'RE SURE TO FIND
YOUR PERFECT MATCH.

MGM GRAND.
DETROIT CASINO

SRep into the spotlght.

€ OfF 5. LooGE [m-10), £x17 BacLey OR HOwARD )

or by phone
$48.70 per credit ho

The third cosualty Is former Livonia
Churchitt and Eastem Michigan Universh
ty slandout Merk Rutherford, who
pitched In Double-A last yasr In the
Phillies chain.

Rutherford was coming off arm
surgery in 2000. =

That lesves Plymouth Salem's Tom
Davey, who made the cut as a set-ip
man for the San Dlego Padres, afid
White Sox minor league first baseman

Casey Rogowskl {Reoford Cothotic Cen-

tral) o8 area survivors, Meanwhlla, Sest-
tie laft-nander Ryan Anderson {West-
land) will sit out tho year after undergo-
Ing surgesy for a torn labrum. |

Nobvody sald bossball was an easy
game.
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For directions or parking information, cail toll-free 1-877
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