Whnt an economic roller conster!

- The stock market plunges 200 points on one
dny and bounces up 400 points the next. Ford,
General Motora and DaimlerChrysler all lay off
employecs, together with the en'.\m parts supplier
§ndustry. The Michigan rate,

OTI-IER OPINIONS

‘Economlc news may be
ugly, but it’s not recession

near thing, os a recession is usually classified as
two quarters of what the economists call “negn-
tive economic growth,”

The folka at HSQE say the loss of 30,000 jobs in
M:l:higun is suﬂ'c:ently modest to avoid being

;vh:ch had averaged 3.5 percent dunnx last year's
spring quarter, rose to 4.5 percent in January, the
first time it went sbove the national average in
69 consccutive montha,
My own hunch is that thinga alwaya look the
darkest just before the
sun rises. But don't trust
my hunch, Instead, look
to the economic forccast-
ers. The Rescarch Semi-
nar in Q §

.
8

dasa

Cortainly the RSQE forecast containa renl
grounds for hope, assuming one gets through this
year. In 2002, employment should be picking up
in the automobile industry and in construction.
‘Waoges and the number of hours worked in a week
should be increasing, and so, too, should personal
income, The threat of inflation should remain
low, and there is a real chance that interest will
coma down another half peint or so.

I talked tn Joan Crary, one of the amarter

Eco-

nomics (RSQE) at the
R University of Michigan
produces some of the best
economic forecasts in the
nation. Their forecast
update for 2001 for the
Michigan economy was
relensed lnst week,
Although it mnkes for
f pretty dry reading, it's
uunt!ul stufl for anybody who has a stake in
whnt happens to our economy,

“Here are the main points of

B Employment in Michigan wil

ly through the rest of this year and begin a
‘modest risc early in 2002. This means this year
would mark the first consecutive quarters of job
decline since 1990-1891,

BU is fi to i fro
4.6 percent to 5.3 percent by the end of the yenr.
with around 30,000 jobs lost during 2001,

M The main cause is weaknesa in manufactur.
ing, especially in the nutomotive sector. Auto pro-
duction began to slide last summer and invest-
ment in industrial equipment is off, as well.

a in personal income, which increased
at a healthy rate of 6.2 percent in 2000, is fore-
cast to drop to 2.8 percent, the consequence of o
weaker labor market, especially in the high-wage
manufacturing sector.

M The local rate of i d to droj

Foll Power

round, who is largely responsible for
the Micbigun forecast. I asked her what advice
she had for the ordinary person reading this col-
umn,

“Don't panic,” she said. “The stulf coming down
since the ﬁrst of the year looks a little ugly, and
plainly we're not in the boom times we enjoyed for
the past few years. But d to the
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NLC trip inspires local youth

1 would like to start this by saying that [ am
not a huge fan of politics nor am I a politician. I
believe I am merely a young man, hoping to
learn the ways of the world =0 that I may fix
myself.

1t has always been my belief that if I destroy

own prejudices and ignorance, everyone else
will follow. If they don't, I'm still going to end up
happy. Polities, in my prejudiced mind, was the
fine art of going nowhere and writing a 44-page
report about it. Suffice it to say, politica seemed
antithetical to the type of progress that I craved.

I was tremendously wrong,

Given a microphone, & forum, but moat impor.
tant, reapett, a group of kids from  little town in
Michigan including me, quite possibly changed
America, At least, that is how it is for me, This is
my first time in Washington, D.C., and my fi first

later at the reception and actually get his secre-
tary’s number, so that there would be future
talks, After the general session, I went and
checked out racial pmﬂlmg wnth Am; Ignt
some moro i
grams that can be m.luﬂled in schools, whldl wun
very beneficial.

Dny 3: We met Sen. Carl Levin for oll about 10
minutes. Just getting that, however, is pretty
tough, and considering all the cities that come to
him, the precedence given to Fnrmmglanl Farm-
ington Hills was very impressive. He basically
ran down the list and told us what was impossi-
ble and what was improbable. It's tough work,
but someone has to do it.

Our last youth networking eession went with-
out s many hitches as o smooth ending to every-

time in a National League of Cities the
window will speak volumes about the symbolic
majesty of the nation's capital. Enormous build-
ings of marble strotch out along the avenues,
coupled with gigantic buildings of girder and

in the oorly 1990s, this isn't bad. Unemployment
will be nothing like what it waa then, and even
though people who have been laid off have suf-
fercd a big shock, most of them will have a much
canier time finding 8 Jjob than they did in the ‘90a
reccssion.”

Crary also thinks the Michigan economy is in
far better shape than it was a decade ago. “We're
far more diversified than we were; we're less
dependent on the nuto industry. There has been
considerable growth in the service sector and
even in information technology. That said, Michi-
gan is still heavily dependent on the auto indus-
try, and that makes for ups and downs built into
the very structure of our economy.

Crary's last words of advice? “Check the enorgy
efficiency of your home thia summer. Because the
next henting season we're going to sece natural
gas prices going up a whole lot.”

Phil Power iz chairman of HomeTown
Communications Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your

is
from 3.6 percent in 2000 to 3 percent for 2001
So, you may ask, are we in a ? s a

either by volee mail at (734) 953-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower®
h net.

M Says thanks

to Action Coalition fall the

gram will be airing on TV-10in

Farmington Hills Police nnd the near future. Any person con-
Connder thia letter a “thank Farmington Public Safety cerned with the “health and
you” for your coverage of tho Depurtment Fnrmmgton Fire » safety of aur children” is nneouh
C Astion Coalition’s recent ; Safoty, F' In ', aged to tune in and thén !
~program:“Club Drugs and Rave " * Action, Botsfo! 'Hosp!uﬂ ‘iﬁc * 'this knowledge with others.
Partics: An Inside View.” This Farmington Pubtic Schools, T am grateful to thoss who
presentation is just one of many  YMCA, members of the religious  took their time to design this

o!feri{\ga designed m?\elp the

F
“tho health and safety of our
children.,”

. That being the goal, it was
encouraging to see many fac-
tions of the community present.
Under the umbrella of the Call

commumty, the mental health
parents and other
concerned citizens, Those in
attendance were amazed and
educated by the wealth of infor-
mation presented by the panct
that presided over the program.
An edited version of this pro-

program, and am hopeful that it
will go a long way to promote
the Call To Action's gunls that
concern the wellare of our com-
munity's children.
Cynthia Helirek
Farmington Hills
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glass out into the aky.

It is here that the fates of billions of people are
decided at the speed of thought. Now a group of
teenagers have been given a share of that power,
may God have mercy on our souls. Well, let me
correct myself: Start praying to your local deity if
you send typical teenagers, 1 am proud to say
that I watch the actions of many of our teennge
peoples representing our 50 states, and I am
humbled. If you were there, you could see that
the future of America is in good hands, If you
were not, here’s a quick recap:

Day 1: Our first meeting, regarding public
safety and crime prevention took on a much more
special meaning, given the recent eventa in Cali-
fornia, Pennsylvania, and our own home state.
We know that teens were capable of crime but
nover on this scale. We knew that pain causes
some of the worst things in life but not of this
magnitude,

‘That said, if there is to be true safety and
crime is to be prevented throughout America, the
youth must be involved. Areej Al-Jawahri talked
about teen suicide, most definitely a crime within
itself, Dave Kinchen talked about the possible

problems coming from the new CCW laws, and I -

chimed in with a stolen idea from our mayor
regarding o suicide investigation team.

Day 2: We started with a youth meeting that
had ol! the life and fun of your average frying-
pan. In the beginning we didn't get much done.
Dave would repeatedly defibrillate thia sceming-

Given a microphone, a forum, but
most Important, respect, a group of
kids from a little town In Michigan
quite possibly changed America.

thing that had happened. With the Young Ameri-
cans Act on its way, and the NLC behind us, it’s
a nice time to be n kid with an agenda,

The gravity of the situation begins to settle in
as I realize the impact of passionate thought, no
matter where it comes from. Will the NLC
change lives? Until we know for sure, we must
try and fix our own communities, to make them
the best they can be.

1 see that there is a long time ahead of me to
work and to provide for everybody around me,
including myself. Much has to be done and has ta
be done with intensity, yet life is so short, and so
many people have to bo made at least content.
The responsibility is staggering.

However, as [ write, I see my compatriots
laughing and smiling, and I realize that I am
taking this too seriously and too quickly. There is
never enough time and never enough cnergy to
get done what I want to get done.

I have to remember that no matter what
immaculate sandeastle I build, it will be
destroyed by the irevitable high tide of time. 1
vull move x]uv. Iy but quxckly. pnhenlly but

Par ? Perhaps so,
but the nnl) true judge of those limits is myself,
and I'm a tough grader.

What lmpac;. 1 made in those few days | have

ly dead student body, and would lly geta
spark. By the lunch time next day, there would
be a regular pulse, and even a little movement. I
‘waa proud; with a little effort, you can make o
teen do anything. Just ask any parent.

Hearing Dennis Archer speak is o real honor.,
His intelligence and sincerity come through, not
just with words, but with an unmistakable,
unique sparkle in his eye. We would meet him

noi no matter what my
future job or nature may be. The sand is here,
the tools are ready, it's time to play.

Josh Rabinowitz , o student at Harrison
High School, traveled as part of the Farm-
ington Hills delegation ta the National
Leogue of Cities convention, held last month
in Washington, D.C.

Remember the
HoneyBaked

Now we've made it more convenient for you

to enjoy The Authentic HoneyBaked Ham

this Easter. Come visit us at our

HoneyBaked Ham' and

HoneyBaked Express™

locations listed below.

Hone

Ann Arbor
316 Washtenaw Avenue 7341 677 8500

Birmingham
31140 Southteld Road 12481 5300404

Dearborn Heights
23300 Fard Roada 313 078 ‘360()

Detroit .
LAt Eerkell (3131 86 BRO?
Livonia

AL Rerman Boag 060G 2900

¢d Ham Store Locations

Roseville

29888 Granvot Avenue (B10Y 775-7900
Sterling Hetghts

44871 Hayes 18101 54664700

Taylor

23143 Eureka Road 734 374.2600

Troy

1081 East Long t ake Road 1248) 6831850

West Bloomfietd
A3070 West 14 Mile Road (2481 851 2400

HonevBaked Exapress Locations

Vic's Market - Bloomfield Hills

SUnh Tewgraph 248 458 0700 ext 115
Snook's Butcher Shoppe - Highland
AR Sonih Mitineg Roge (480 887 1205

Vic's Market - Novi

LR G g Bevec s N300 T3R8 axg 143

Plymouth Market Place Plymo
Cest e Asbor o 2463 75

wan

Papa Joe's - Rochester Hills
2025 South Rovhester Road 1248: 853 A6
Busch's ~ Saline
H65 1 Mictngan Aveage (7340 429 6100
Praduce Palace - Warren
29300 Degmndre (Bl 5743000
Tenuta's Foods - Waltertord
33514 Sashabaw Roait 1248. 674
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