Everybody’s better off now that state Sen. John
(Joe} Schwarz has jumped into the race for the
Republican nomination for governor,

‘The Republican Party is better off because
Schwarz looks like the kind of candidata who can
actually attract votes from moderates and subur-
banites. A former mayor of Battle Creek, the 63-
year-old physician has served four terms in the
Senate and has o solid reputation among the
most far-seeing
and sensible
politiciena in the
state,

A self-
described “radi-
cal middle of the.
roader,” Schwarz
opposes nbortion
but believes the
U.S. Supreme
Court settled the
matter wil
ve. Wade. Ho
also voted
against the new
law requiring
1 gun boards
to jasue con-
cenled weapans permita to practically anybody
who isn't a felon and has doubts about charter
schoola.

.Of course, Ropubl
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haven't always agreed, but over the years I've
come to respect him deeply both for the kind of
man he is and the principles he standa for.

He isn't your standard-issue political carcerist,
mostly because he's got far more important and
interesting things to do, He's a physician who
maintains an active practice when the Senate
isn't in session; He served with honor in naval
intelligence in Vietnam ‘and Indonesia. He is lit-
erato and — get this, for a politician! — cultured,
I seo him periodically at concerts (he's a great
advocaté of the Battle Creck Brass Band) and
oven at the mcn:h R&;!n!' Shukupenm Compnny

He's ind: d 4
ond refreshingly candid. thn we mlked about
the possibility of o race for governor, he aaid:
“What the heck. I'm term limited out of the Sen-
ate in 2002, I'm not interested in running for
somo dumb office just to get elected. I betiove I
hava semething to say that needs saying, espe-
cially in the Republican Party, I think I'dbe a.
pretty good governor. Besldes, l‘Il have (he umo
of my life ingina

For years, Schwarz has béen the major advo-
eate for Michigan's colleges and universities and,
as hairman of the Senate Suk i on

Real Christians do not fear

(AL’

in-depth study of our faith

I am writing in response to Mike Malott's com-
mentary of April 5 (Lawmakera need not align
religion and science) regarding Intelligent Design
being taught in public schools along with the the-
ory of evolution.

While I am not a fan of Gov, John Engler, his
endorsement of the Intelligent Design bill in one I
strongly appreci-
nte, I was raised
and educated in
Farmington Pub-
lic and
was taught evolu-
tion throughout
a8 a foregone fact.
I assumed there
was evidence to
support thia theo-
ry. Because [ was
also a Christian, I
struggled with the
opposing view-
points of mnlmn
d in Gen-
esis and the evo-
lutionary theory.
Lgrew up feeling embarrassed by my fnith,

Carol Lucas

that higher a
wwurl'ul one. “We've got the beat university sys-
tem in the country,” he says, “one that provides a
great cduwhun fnr our kids, contributes to our

Lt. Gov, Dick Posthumus, has the backing of the
right-wing GOP eatablishment., But Posthumus
has had trouble getting u-nr.-unm early polls show
him xemng whomped by both main Damocrnln:
General J

(47 percent to 26 percent) and fnrmnr Gnv. Jim
Blanchard (44 percent to 31 percent).

Poathumus will be better off with Sct 's

wonderful plnce to livc and raise a family. It
wauld be erazy to starve this system of higher
education now when the economy isn't so hot,
because our colleges and universities arg ulti-
mntely the things that will bring our economy

ac)

Insiders wnnder whether Schwnrz will be able
to has

entry into the race because he'll actually have o
fight on his hands in the primary, which should
toughen him up for the general. Schwarz isn't
afrnid to take on anybedy, including the GOP
leadership and Gov. John Engler; he managed
U.8. Sen. John McCain's upset victory in the
Michigan presidential primary last year, Schwarz
says McCain encouraged him and promised to
ecmu to Michigan to campaign for him.

inly, the people of Michigan will be better
oﬂ‘ wuh S-:hwm in t.hlg race. He represents o du-

and th
Republicaniam that flowered whon William G.

Milliken was g ang has been
- suppreased by the folks who now run the Michi-
gan Ropublican party.

1've known Joe Schwarz for long time. Wo

as the deulgnaued heir of Gov. Enxler But the
longer Posthumus keeps trailing in the polls, the
more persuasive will Schwarz be in arguing that
the Republican Party needs o nominee whohas a
chance of winning next November.

As to ordinary voters not particularly interest-
edin inslder baseball — a recent poll indicated
more arc Ind than either R or
Democratic — a Schwarz candidacy will offer o
real choice and a quality one, as well,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734} 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
komecomm.nel.
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that science had proven eveolution cor-
rect and thereby the Bible wrong. The book of
Genezis was nothing more than a fairy tale.
Twenty years later, after much study and investi-
gation, I find it was my science teachera who had
prenenwd the fairy tale, In fact, the evidenca
found in the fossil record is far more aligned with
the biblical account of creation and the subsc-
quent world-wide f1

Jult one emmp]c of many, where there uhnuld
fossils ak the
progression of evuluuon there appear to be few if
any at all. Darwin, lumne A expmud concern
over the Jack of evi d
t.hay would eventually be ducovered \Ve are still

aiting.

ln answer to this lack of intermediate forms,

{entiat theorized evolution throug d
equilibrium; change occurs fast and in spurts. In
essence, this theory proposes mutations nccumu-
late in a species over time; one day you have a
chicken lay an egg and a turkey is hatched. That
takes a great deal of blind faith to believe in since
this has never been observed.

Persons subseribing to this belief take an enor-
mous leap of faith; it is naive to believe that evo-
lutionary theory ia not a religious concept. So
much for separation of church and state.

The Intelligent Design bill would be presented

to students along with the evolutionary theory.

This would allow students the opportunity to
weigh the facts and decide for themselves which
has more merit. Mr. Malott states that Intelli-
gent Design is “not provable or disprovable by sci-
entific method” and therefore should not be
wught to studenta. Scientific method would
require hypothesis with observation of repeatable
experiments proving or disproving the hypothe-
ais. Both the evolutionary theory and Intelligent
Design stop at the hypothesis phase of this
method since neither can be observed or repeat-
ed, Both viewn require faith and investigation of .}
both are one of !
which requires a great deal more faith than Iam '}
capable of. )
My son will be nttending Harrison High School
next fall. I have expressed to the school my disap-
proval of his continuing to be taught evolution.
In the biology class he needs to take, evolution is
the only theory taught to students throughout the
class. The other science classes offes
employ evolution. As Christians, wé see this as
nothing short of religious persecution. This has so
angered me that ] have heen considering legal
action againat the board of education, though I
wonder if thers are any attorneys brave enough
to taks on this controversial issue.

So, Mr, Malott, though you presume to speak
for “most Christians,” you do not speak for this
one. Not all Christians have compromised their
faith unnecessarily to the altar of bad science.
This Christian has examined the facts, spoken
with scientists, investigated the claims and found
God to be the most rational explanation for our
existence. [ would encourage others to investi-
gate for themselves, after all, the Bible instructs
us to “love your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, w.v.h all your strength, and with all

They will no doubt find that science and Chris-
tianity do not present “two very different aspects
of reulity.” [ challenge the reader to check it out
and decide rationally and without prejudice to
which conclusion the evidence leads, A great
place to start is on the Internet, go to a search &
engine type in Creation (www.equip.org is a good
onel.

Christians knowledgeable nbout their faith do
not fenr in-depth investigation into the claims of
our faith. We welcome it. Every fossil unearthed
and every archacological discovery hos proven |
the word of God true, There is never a need for
Christians to with evolutioniats. The |
facts and evidence are on our side.

AP

Carol Lucas lives in Farmington and

. works af William Bequmont Hospital.
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~GRAND FINALE=

Billy Bob's is moving to the Gateway Center on Orchard Lake in
West Bloomfield. Rather then move, we opted to reduce prices and sell
the entire million dollar inventory at reduced prices right to the bare walls!

30-50% SAVINGS!

This is a total and complete liquidation of our Walledlake Store.
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