= Farmington Observer

Hills Councll: Police Chief
Bill Dwyer will present
his department’s annual
report in written and
video formats during the
council’s regular meeting,
which begins at 7:30 p.m.
on Monday, April 23, at
City Hall, 11 Mile and
Orchard Lake Roads. On
the regular agenda isa
public hearing on the
costs of a Special Assess-
ment District in the Old
Homestead subdivision.
At a study session held
prior to the meeting, State
Rep. Andrew Raczkowski
will provide a legislative
update. The meetings are
. open to the public.

Volunteer recognition: The
Farmington Hills Police
Department will pay trib-
ute to its many volunteers
at a luncheon held today

_ in Council Chambers at
City Hall. The FHPD vol-
unteer of the year is Stan
Leeman, who has worked
with handicapped park-

- ing enforcement and in

~ the clerical department.
He has logged more than
2,000 hours of service.

Spring Sale: Sign up now
for the spring clean-up
sale being held Saturday,
April 28, at Heritage
Park Day Camp Build-
ing. For more informa-
tion, call the recreation
division at 473-9570.
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Udder disaster

BY BUE BUCK
STAV? WRITER
sbuck@on.homecomm.not

The owner of Silver Dairy, a land.
mark on Grand River Avenuo in
Farmington, ia offering a free ice
cream cone to anyone who has infor-
mation about the destruction and
theft of his signaturc cow atatue.

Vandals strlke: Silver Dairy workers hold all that remains of the dairy's signature cow. The
head was salvaged from an earlier act of vandalism.

Rustlers steal legen-dairy cow

‘The three-foot-high, novelty statue
was o fixture at the front of the store
and nttracted young and old alike.

*We moved it to the side of the
building laat October after somecone
knocked its head and legs off,” snid
Robert Ahn, the owner.

It took four people to herd the
approximantely 600-pound torso,
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which was too heavy to place inside
the Dumpster, Ahn said.

That's why Ahn was so surprised
at the effort it must have taken to
steal the torso from the dairy loca-
tion and move it to where it was
found — o Farmington residential
street- on April 14,
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Laptop
thieves
strike

M Farmington Hills police
are hot on the trail of
another series of laptop
thefts, and they’re offering
a $2,000 reward.

BY Ty SyITH

STASF W

tsmith@oc.homecomm.net

twork™

It's a crime seque) that Farmington
Hills Police Chief William Dwyer
wants to stop as soon as possible.

‘Thursday afternoon, Dwyer said a
$2,000 roward is being offered to
stymic a recent rash of burglaries in
office buildings along Northwestern
Highway and Orchard Lake Road.

Electronic equipment such as laptop
computers and Palm Pilots are being
targeted. So far, 11 businesses have
been broken into on four separate
dates over the past six weeks,

According to n press release from
the Hills police department, entry into
the building is gained by breaking
window or doar glass; once inside, the
burglar then gets into ae many adja-
cent office suites as possible.

Computer records may be stolen to
enable identity theft, where a criminal
assumes someone clae's identity to
commit other erimes.

“Fliers will go up to put (businesscs)
on nlert about this,” Dwyer said. "We
prefer not to wait on these things until
you have too many. It's important to
put somcthing out and put up a
reward. That's what helpa us solve
crimes,”

The latest incident was during the
early morning hours Thursday.
Numerous laptop and Palm Pilot com-
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Batch piéﬁtAilvenied

BY TM SMITE
STAF? WRITER
tamith@oc.homecomm.not

When oll was said and done Thurs-
day night, Farmington Hills planning
commissioners decided Mercy High
School property just wasn't the right
place for u company to crect a tempo-
rary cement batch plant for ita
;)rchnrd Lake Road reconstruction pro-
ect.

“The key point is this is not a good

cement; from there it would be trans-
ported to Orchard Lake Road. Recon-
struction between 1-696 south and 10
Mile Road is scheduled this summer.
The plant would have been used
about six wecks, three weeks both in
June nnd September, when cement
pours on the targeted stretch of
Orchard Lako are cxpected to be com-
pleted. .
But there were issues; among them,

pedestrian and motorists” safety,
ial troffic bottlenecks, noise, the

site,” said pl i
David Haron to proponent Robert Lid-
dell of the Tony Angelo Cement Con-
str‘\_lcﬁon company.

was i
sioner Paul Blizman. “This is not the
most reasonable location.”

The company wented to put up the
cement batch plant on the northern
edge of Mercy property, south of 1-696
and cast of Middlebelt Road, Liddell
exploined to the commisaion that the
location was the best it could find. The
plant would have been used to mix

likelihood of flying cement dust and
crumbling fecder roads under the
welght of cement-hauling convoys.

Denied

‘The commission unanimously voted
te deny the company’s request for a
Specinl Purpose District, after neighe
boring reaidents spoke out against o
lan they thought could lead to a pub-
ie nuisance. .

In order for such a use to be pormit-
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BY SUE BUCK
BTAFF WRITER
shuck@ochomecomm.net

Farmington residents can expect no
proposed tax incrense now, but next
year could prove different, according to
City Mannger Frank Lauhof¥. -

“There's a lot of uncertainty with
state-shared revenues,” Lauhofl said.
“We are cautious about next year."

Comprising 18-20 percent of tho gen-
eral fund revenues, these funds are
typically returned to the city from
state tax collections. The recently
changed formula tends to favor town-
ships, which have larger growth rather
than older, established citics, ho said.

The amount of these revenues was
cut this year, necessitating some belt
tightening. In the current fiscal year,
Lauhofl estimates that expenditures
will exceed revenues by abaut $68,696,
which will come from the fund balance.

A husband’s plea for justice

BY JONI HUBRED
BTAYY WHITER
Jhubred@ce.bomecomm.net

Harve Disner has spent the past 15
montha thinking about what it meant
to loso his wife, Susie.

Newsroom

She died at the hands of her brother,
Harold Bloom, who was convicted of
first-degree murder last month. Bloom
stabbed his sister 11 times with a knife
he wiped clean and replaced in its
shoath before calling his father and
Farmington police, said Disner, who
snt through all six days of the trial.

Bofore Bloom's sentencing hearing
this week, Disner read a three-page
atatement in words that secmed to
barely contain his grief and anger. He
deacribed n woman whose one motiva-
tion in life was to bring joy to others,
who vol d at Children's Hospital
in Detroit and lovingly prepared
Thanksgiving dinners for her family.

*Since the afternoon of Dec. 27, 1999,
my entire life and world has been
turned upside down with hate, anger,
sadness, disbelief and 8 hugo sense of
loss,” he said. *I loat my family when
Yusic was brutally murdered by her
brothor, Harold.™

The community lost “a loving and
giving person,” he added. Folka at the
Gale Group in Farmington Hilla,
where Susie worked, thought eo much
of her they planted a tree in her honor
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Bloom sentenced to life for sister’s murder

the spring after she died.

Disner concluded with words that
cried out for retribution and justice,
beginning with the wish that Bloom
will spend the rest of his life in prison,
without the possibility of parole, But
oven that wouldn't be enough, Harve
said.

“My next wish is that once Harold
gets to prison ... another prisoner pulla
out a knifo with a five-inch blade and
stabs Harold for one minute and a half,
11 times, and that they leave him to
bleed and die en the floor in a pool of
blotz'd just as he did to my wife, his sis-
ter.)

While Dianer and prosecuting attor-
ney Mare Barron are pleased with the
verdict and the sentence, whict Barron
said was justified based on the jury
verdict, Bicom's defense attorney, Jose
Fanego, said he intends to file an
appeal designed to get his client either
a new trial or the mental health treat-
ment he believes is appropriate, given
Bloom's history of mental illness.

I brought o motion nsking the judge

—— ey
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Farmington begins
work on annual budget

H 'There's a lot of uncer
tainty with state-shared
revenues. We are cautious
about next year.'

Frank Lauhoff
—Farmington City Managcr,

*This is a direct result of the reduc-
tion in state-shared revenues,” he said.

LauhofT's presentation of the 2001-
2002 summary budget to council mem-
bers Monday initiatea the city's annual
budget talks. A 5 p.m. April 30 budget
study session is scheduled at Farming-
ton City Hall and is open to the public.

“All city services and operations are
cng\‘;.lnued at current levels,” Lauhoff
said.
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Armenians
recall
genocide

By SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbiick@os.homecomm.net

“Who today remembers the
Armenians?”

Adolph Hitler's chilling state-
ment regarding the Armenian
Genocide ia repeatedly quoted by
historiana who portray Hitler'’s
indifference to the first genocide
of that century.

Others refuse to forget the 1.6
million people — many women
and children — who lost their
lives from 1916-1923.

Farmington-area officials and
rosidents will join the estimated
1,000 people planning to attend
the Detroit United Committee
for the Commemoration of the
Armeninn Genocide: 86 Years of
Deninl & Injustice from 2- 3:30
p.m. Sunday at St. John's Arme-
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