Brooke Andres of. Lwoma
(eft) and Denise Kowaleski-
Albniht of Westland star in
the Players Guild of Dear-
born production of “A Funny
Thing Happencd on the Way
to the Forum,” 8 p.m. at the
theater, 21730 Madison,

Dearborn. Tickets $14, call
(313) 561-TKTS.

Farmington Hills and Farm-
ingion celebrate music, dance
and visual arts with a free
festival that continues
through Sunday, May 6 at
the Costick Activities Center
in Farmington Hills. Gala
opening 6:30 p.m. today.
ickets $25, $45 a couple.
Call (248) 473-1857 for reser-
vations, festival information.

Paper Bag Productions
announces the return of
“Snoopy” to the Plymouth
Masonic Temple, 730 Penni-
man. Lunch served 1 p.m, fol-
lowed by show at 2 p.m. Teck-
ets 88.50 per ferson, call
(248) 476 8635 or (810) 344-
7774 for reservations and
information.
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Speclalty act: Toby Booker tries to corral Kitty
(played by Mandy Pascas of Plymouth) into
opening the vaudeville show dressed as a dog.

Flashy footwork: szhuz Lewandowski (left) shows Mandy
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ynthia Lewandowski
struts across the atage in
her Little Bo Peep cos-
tumo certain that young Kitty
. Tumer won't be able to resiat
% ¢ tho call of the stage once she
hears the applause,
Lewandowski and tho rest
of the vaudevillinna desper-
ntely need someone to open the.
show. Maxie, the dog in the
Mack and Maxie act, has died
and the vaudevillians are trying
every trick thoy know to lure Kitty
(played by Mandy Pascas of Plymouth)
into singing and dancing a number even
though she's never been on stage before.
Mademoiselle Yvette, played by
Lewandowski of Canton, will stop at noth-
s ing. When the song and dnnca routine does-
’z work, she pulls a dog suit out of her
: lmng and convinces Kitty to try it on. What
next’

‘¥ Kecp ‘em guessing
N Only tho audicnce at the Plymouth The-
atre Guild's production of “Vaudeville: A
Play with Music” will learn if Kitty will or
won't go on when the show opens Friday,
May 4 at tho Water Tower Theatre in
Northville.
Set in Philadelphia in 1918, the play was
written by Laurence Cerr; It premiered ot
B 'l'he Attic Theater in Detroit in 1986.
slico of life of vaudevillian people
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Hoofin' It: Brian Jahnson of' Redford plays
a song and dance man in “Vaudeville:
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“If I could have picked an era to be born in
this was it. You played a week here, a week
there. There were different circuits you

might travel on, To play the

theater. There are definite lines
of continuation. Juck Benny, Bob
Hope, George Burns and Gracie | Where: Water
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Like Bloom, Barbara Mathers
loves the era. The Walled Lake g:ﬁ;;’;;‘:,“ (248)
resident plays Kit Turner, owner
of the boarding house and moth-
er of 16-year-old Kitty.
I love it because it's a period plece,” said Mathers
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the songs from the ycors he
worked as a piano player in
a New York Burlesque
house, Ho was 13 and
recently arrived from the
Sovicet Union,
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‘Phantom’ characters take off masks to talk about show

By KEELY WYGONTK
kwygonik®oo.homecomm.net . .

When Rebecea Pitcher firat heard the music
from “The Phantom of the Opera” she fell in love
with the Phantom not Raoul.

*Why is Christine in love with Raoul. I thought
ho was a weenie,” snid Pitcher, who portrays
Christine in the touring production of *"Tho Phan-
tom of the Opera”™ now playing at the Masonic
Tem pla ‘Theatre in Detroit.

To her the Phantom seemed more masculine,
more romantic, But after she saw the ahow,
Pitcher saw his dark side and understood why
Christine falls in love with Raoul.

She's happy with her leading man. “John Cudia
who plays Raoul is very attractive, and has a
beautiful voice,” said Pitcher. “Ho brings a lot of
energy to the mln.

First impressions

Talking about first impressions is fun. Can you
imagine making your living as Christine or the
Phantom?

“He's just a nice man to' work with,” said Pitch-

- er recalling the moment the Phnntnm portrayed

by Ted Keegan, grabbed her from behind for a

make-up.” The man whom

What: *The Phantom of
the Opera™

‘When: Conlinues
through Seturday, May
26. Performances 8
p.m, Tuesday-Satutdoy;
2 p.m. Saturday.

the audience perceives as
a mysterious, dark,
romantic character has a
real face behind that
mask.

“Ted's great,” snid Pitch-

g::z' ;'gom“"‘ er. “All the Phantoms I've §
iy worked with have been
r:?:.?y' ey ’ﬁ;;nd cool., They're not snotty,
Mey 23. Broadway people,”

‘Whare: Mesonic Kecegan hag portrayed
;’m;‘: Ts:sz;- 600 | the Phantom both on
empie, Broadway nnd with the
Tickats: $16-568. touring company of

‘aveliable at the Fishet .

Andrew Lloyd Webber's
2&:‘3;’.3:&'.'.'3(., *The Phantom of the
or call {248) 645-6868 | Opera.”

“It's a great rolo to do,”
he snid. “He's not just a
mean person, or just mad. He goes from A to Z.
You have to play so many emotions. [ have a
great timo doing it, U'm having a blast with the
role.”

“The Phantom of the Opera,” based on Gaston
Leroux's novel "Le Fantome de 1'Opera,” tells the

hng “Here he was just wearing shorta and full
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JOAN MARCLS
Starring role: Ted Keegan as the Phantom ina
seene from the national touring company of
An drew Lloyd Webber's “The Phantom of the
Plcasc sco PHANTOM, B2  Opera.”
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