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Some might
say Kyle Fischer
got moro than
an cdueation
while going to
college. Ho got a
rock band teo.

Kyle Fischer
(guitar/vocals),
along with
Caithlin De
Marrais (bass,

. vocals) and
William Kuehn {drums) are
Ruiner Maria, a rock trio that
togk its name from 19th Century
Austrian Poet, Rainer Maria
Rilke. “The three of us met at
the University of Wisconsin,”
sald Fischer, during a recent
phone conversation. “Bill, our
drummer and I actually met
going ta punk rock shows in
Madisan, Wisconsin,”

Kuchn convinced bim to join a
punk rock band and Fischer
begoan playing guitar. But the
twp soon wandered into ereating
2 pew sound — music that didn't
qujte fit the punk rock mold. “I'd
started writing stuff, that we
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Rainer Maria serves up

weren't using,” recalled Fischer.
“I decided, thia is more interest-
ing to me.”

Enter the missing link, the
lovely Caithlin De Marrais. *I
met Caithlin at a University of
Wisconsin Poetry Workshop,”
anid Fischer. “We were sort of
b ing friends.” He ized
extra sessions for his classmates
to meet and discuss poetry — but
had an ulterior motive in mind.
“I really hoped Caithlin would
show up, which of course ehe did.
I was like ‘Score!” She moved
into my placo July or August of
that year,”

That year was 1986 and by
Scptember, Rainer Maria had
come into form. “She hadn't even
sung before,” he remembered.
*She picked it up for the band.”

Poetic past

The lyrical and rhythmic influ-
ence of its poetic past has flowed
through Rainer Marin's sound
from the start. The trio beganby
transforming poetry into song.
“We had this like great sort of
well. Every week a poem was

due in class. You get in the habit
of writing that atufl."

Far from the poetry classroom
these days, the New York City
transplants released their sov-
enth effort, appropriately titled
A Better Verston of Me, on
Polyvinyl Records in February.
Rainer Marin proved cnce again
to be the kids at the head of the
indie rock class, weaving visions
of love, heartache and beauty
through some familiar quest to
soarch out meaning in life. De
Marrais's fragile voice resonates
above the shush of Kuchn's
drums and clatter of Fischer’s
guitar, sharing a depth not easi-
ly or often nchieved.Songs like
Ceremony, Artificial Light and

_The Contents of Lincoln’s Pockets

leave you feeling rattled and
above all, like a good poem,
make you think,

“It's a very different experi-
ence, listening to a song or read-
ing a poem,” admits Fischer.
“For a really effectivo song, 1
think it helps if the song commu-
nicates most of what it has to
offer (the firat time), even in a

live setting. You get everything
in the first Jisten. On ono hand
the song asks for a certain level
of more simplicity. The music
helps you along. In some ways
you don't heve to be as dense
with the subject matter.”

For this album, the band again
worked with producer/engineer
Mark Haines and Elliot Dicks at
Smaort Studios in Wisconsin.
Like a return home to where
they first crented this distinct
mix of emotion and instrumenta-
tion, Fischer said he wasn't look-
ing for a new sound or another
producer, “People started really
paying attention after Look Now
Look Again.” After the last
record made Spin’s Top 20
Albums of 1899, Rainer Maria
didn't want “to risk it" with
someone new.

As with any project, there
were a faw surprises. For Fisch-
er it was the sheer evolution of
the album's oponing track. “I
never ever thought that Artifi-
cial Light would ba the first song
on the album. It's the second
song we wrote for the album.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open Friday, Aprit 27

AMORES PERROS

Sct In Mexico, the story conters on 8
fata) aulo accldont and the thres lives
that cresh into one another, revaaling
the dark sida of human noture. Stors
Emiilo Echevarrle, Gaol Gorcla Bernal
ond Goya Toledo,

DRIVEN

A high-tach action drama set in the dan-
gecous, exhilarating wostd of open-wheel
racing, Driven centers on the ltves ond
cargers of four drivers chasing tha ulti
mate pdrenaline rush. Stars Sylvester
Stallone, Burt Reynolds, Gina Gershon
Bnd Cristian do Ia Fuente.

ONE NIGHT AT MCCOOL'S
Thé action revoives around three men

who esparaigly socount the story of 5
© ruined their lives duting the
+ gafirs of ona night. Meanwhlie, a dend

3 ot McCool's bar irrevocably tios
them together. Staring Matt Dillon, Liv
Tyler, Michael Oouglas, Paul Relser,

/ John Goodman ond Andrew Silverstein.

)
TOWN AND COUNTRY 4
Life, fove, friendship, and the sometimes
blistering nature of marttal bllas provide
the basis for this romantic comedy fea-
turing Warran Beatty as Porter Stod-
dard, 8 welltknown New York architect
who [s ot & crossronds with is wife,
Ellie. Disillusloned with his mesriage,
Portor dallies with a number of woman
before reatizing that it's Elie he truly
loves. Featuring Goldie Hawn, Garry
Shandling, Andle McDowell, and Chart
ton Heston,

THE FORSAKIN

The story tells of a vampire hunter who
teams up with another young man
recently bitten by & vampire to find the
loader of the ctan. Featuring Korr Smith,
Scheduled to open Friday. May 4
EUREKA

A crared Wiler, apparantly without
motive, hijncks B city bus In southwest
Iapaon. in the ensuing carnago only three
people survive tha driver, a schootgln
and her otdar brothee, After a fong perk-
0d oway, the three are reunited ogoln.

. "A'KNOCKOUT WITH A
:  SURPRISE TWIST THAT
. | DIDN'T SEE COMIN

01 Die, ATC-Radeo Nety

e

com

only to be sccused of murder by the
potice. Stoss Koji Yokusho, Aol Miyaze-
kI, Masaru Miyazaki, Yohichlioh Saltoh,
Sayurl Kokusho, Ken Mitsuishl and Go
Riju,

THE MUMMY RETURNS

The remains of Imhotep and Anck-su-
Numem are brought back to London for
a museum, This story takes place 10
years loter, oad centers oround the 9-
yesr-old san of Fraser and Weisz” char-
octees. Well, this time arcund the villain

Isn't Imhotep, but Anck-su-Numam and
sha’s afier tha bay because sho
bolieves ho's the key to the reincarna-
tion of the Egyptian God, Isls, Stars
Brendan Froser, Rachel Weisz, Patricis
Velarquez, Oded Fehr sad John Hannah,

SIDEWALXS OF NEW YORYX

Bilied as a romantic comedy, the story
cenlers on Interwoven love stories sot
in New York. Featured among the
ensomblo are Eaward Burns, Heather
Graham and Stanley Tuccl.

When we were playing it in New
York it was like it was going
over people’s heads...We weren't
ever going to -

But Mark Haines did get the
tune, He knew just how to mix it

. and where to put it. “Low and

behold, Artificial Light is my
favorite song,” said Fischer. *1
would put it up against any
other song.”

The band approaches its work
openly: *We're always all-for-
one, one-for-all. Everyone has
parts they have they do. We're
three parts of a triangle.” The
syatem worke well, Fischer is
perfectly content with the fin-
ished product. “It's so exactly the

way we sound as a band. It is a

better version of us.” .-
So what does Kyle Fischer do
when he's not writing? Writs of
course. He is working on songs
for a solo project. Call it a non-
stop cycle for the utterly dedicat-
ed. “It's mostly acoustic guitar.

LIS

It’s what I do on my days off -

Hear Rainer Maria 9:30 p.m. -
Saturday, May 12 at-the Blind
Pig, Ann Arbor, Call (734) 996- .
8566.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola. .
writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-

apers. She can be reached at
{734) 953.2130 or e-mail at sca
sola@oe.homevomm.net.
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°YOU CAN FEEL THE DELIGHT IN THIS
SURREAL BONDIAN ADVENTURE"
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“BRILLIANT, ENCHANTING & ENDLESSLY IllGIlllllVE!' '
One of the wonderivl, {wvontive and axcting movies
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