F . See HomeTown Life Inside
' 26, 2001 |

PEETE IR AR B T

ORI I I IR A I AP

Puoros BY BOLL Bersux

* A grand opening: Kathy and Kevin Renas have completed a spe-
cialized renovation that included a bedroom addition (at left of
door, above) and also widened the hallways so it would be easier to
care for their children, Lydia and Nathan, who use wheelchairs.
Kevin created a new walkway with stone pavers that allows acces-
sibility to the front door, eliminating the need for a wooden rump.

Couple tackles specialized renovation for their children

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK They did their research, aud found that with | their children out of their wheelchairs. Prefab-
hﬁ" k“ooe 'y " a littlo persistence, and elbow grense, you can ricated shower doors fold open on two different
i ramesy omecomm.ze tackle a specialized renovation, and stay within | levels,
ine years ago Kathy and Kevin Renas a budget. “We can open the top and leava the bottom
N moved to Farmington Hills because thoy Gett d closed so we don't get wet {during showers for When the Renases finished, the tatal cost was
wanted better achools for their children etting starte . tha children),” said Kevin. $62,000. Not a small chunk of change, but when
and they liked the sense of community. - First they received three cstimates from con- Of course, plumbing waa required on the con- | compared to the bids, a significant savings.
But the 1,600 square-foot ranch home didn't | tractors, ranging from $85,000 to $96,000, verted bedroom, a job that also was contracted “I 'knew some of the basics on how a house
suit thoir family’s needs. “Wo just didn’t have that much to spend on out. Kevin installed “blocking” or 2-by-8 or 2- went together,” Kevin said, “It was a lot of work
“The old homes don't really accommodate for | it,” Kevin said, by-10 pieces cut to fit in between the studs." and a lot of time but we saved a lot of monoy.”
wheelchairs,” Kevin said. 8o in Docember 1998, Kevin and Kathy rolled “Walls alwaya have 16 inches between studs, Many of the contractors were gracious and
Their two children, Lydia, 12, and Nathan, up their sleevea, Thay draw up plans, then vis- | but when you want to put in grab bars, they helpful, knowing that thoy were helping chil-
14, sit in wheelchairs, Lydia, a student ot ited Farmington Hills architect Carl Gaiser, don't come in & 16-inch length (for installation | dren with disabilities, Kovin snid.
‘Warner Middle School, has cercbral palsy, “He was very helpful,” Kovin said. “He laid out | purposes),” Kevin said. That blocking was “We had to get a variance to be closer to the B
Nut.hnn. 14,1 who i considered uevemly multi- :ib” bathroom a little differently with a necond n;-t.nllid nmun: the hn(hnl)nm l'.o nltl}t:w thembm lot line, and the city was very good about that,”
N ired, attends C) I: . o .ploco tho grab any location they wan said Kevin. Neighbors were notifted, and Kevin
&uﬂcr in Farmington Hills. - | Revin'contracted the work 10 subcontractora | 'ed, . put stakes in the yard to show them what they
Kovin and Kathy expanded thclrhnme m and comploted some of the wurlz himself with Kevin tiled t}u bathroom himself using infor- | were doing. “The neighbors were terrific,” Kevin :
make it easier to caro for Lydin and Nathan, aasistance from co-workers and Kathy's father, | mation from The Tile Shop in Farmington Hilla. | said. 1
“You just don't want obstacles in tho way," said | Huston Prall, a retired Ford engincer. After Lydia and Nathan's new bedrooms on the Life is a little casier for them with the wide
Kevin. notifying neighbors of his intentions, and south side of the strect are designed for easy open space.
a?:uﬂmng variances from tho wheelchair access, Kevin and Kathy's bedroom “It makes a big difference with the right lay-
! city to expand the home toward | sits just beyond the expanded bathroom. out,” Kevin said. “(Lydia) likes the big room and
i tho street, Kevin went to work, § Nathan's new room is about 18 1/2 fect by 14 her own space.
! Renna removed a brick wall feet, That edditional room helps the Rennses “For us, it makes the care incredibly easy.”
from the south side of the and a purse thoy hired to care for Nathan,
b house, and two trees, poured o
q conerete foundation in front of | Added support
; the house, opened up the hall- Light switches were lowered, and \
by ‘| ways, enlarged the bathrooms wall outlets raised during installation %
d and added two new bed for Lydin's |
it Meanwhile, the family of four Lydia's wheelchair weighs between H
3 “relocated” within the house. 325 to 360 pounda. *I was concerned 1

Lydia's room was to become an | about the support of the floor,” Kevin
accessible bathroom, sa Lydia said. But he worked with the rough car-
slept in the living room, Nathan | penter in doubling every other floor
remained in his old bedroom Jjoiat for added support.

(todny that’s a computer/office The Renases pun:hnaed commercial
room) and Kevin and Karen grade nylon carpeting with no pad for
slept in the family room.'l'h- Lydmu room, similar to what they had
d somo Iled in the family room. “With o
inconveniences, Nathan was pod, my daughter's wheelchair would
sometimes bothered by project have torn it up bad,” Kevin said.
noise, Knthy said. ‘Thoy hired subcontractors to com-
They expanded an adjacent plote rough carpentry, electrical, plumb-
hallway by moving the south ing, heating and roofing, concrete and
wall. They widened several drywall jobs. Kevin did some finish car-
doorways from the standard 36 ] pentry himself, such as moldings and
inches to 42 inches. Renas also | bascboards, along with the bathroom
installed four solid core doors, tile work and landscaping and pavers
including three interior ones. outside. b b Juded
. ‘The finishing touches included tum-
Easy and accessible bled stone brick pavers laid by Kevin
The bathroom  can be charac- t'ura natural flowing wheelchair access
terizedas a the need for a wooden
of how a bathroom can be creat- mmp to enter the front door.
ed for wheelehair-bound indi- The Renases experienced little frus.
v.iduulu while keeping the addi- | tration, Kevin aaid, which was “amnz- -
tional open space nesthetically | ing.” Ho kept a list of projects, subcon-
q plensing. tractors and costs, checking them off as
The sink has no cabinet they were completed. “I was hoping to
under it and ia lower in height | have a builder, s0 I wouldn’t have the
than usual 8o Lydin can sit headaches,” said Kevin, “But I didn't
i goue to wl‘i“brl: “I"Rn [ﬁlm}:.h have n significant number of problems. D the hall: Kathy B tands in th
rawers line the left side of the | I was astounded.” own the hall: Kathy Kenas stanas in the
Accessible: T"e b‘"hmm 8 e"la"EEd shower area aink for convenience, (Lydin is Kevin appreciates the help he widened doorway of daughter Lydia's room
ﬁ:ldmg shower doora 8o Kathy and Kevin Renas can  eft-handed). . received from Kathy's father and Tom  giiqcent to a hallway built wider than the
remain outside and dry when assisting their chil- Ceiling tracks in the bath- Murtin, a friend of Kevin's, who helped 2 00y 90 in op o
dren during showers. room allow the parents to lift install the solid core doors. stanaa ches.
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