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Home Work

APPLIANCE A fow
DOCTOR .

a new
Department
of Energy
minimum
energy-effi-
ciency stan-
dard for
clothes
washera was
finalized,
sotting now
targets for
washers
manufac-
tured after
January 2004, and increased
efficiency again for units mado
after Jan. 1, 2007.

A coalition of environmental
orgnnizations, state and regionnl
enorgy officials, washer manu-

JOE GAGNON

Efficiencies may cost consumers

boost the price of 2 normal prod-
uct. We could end up seeing o
new law that requirea every
home owner to build a new out-
house.

Now the government {s check-
ing out the washers and their
energy efficiency. Under these
new requirements it is hoped
consumers will save energy and
water but one doy washers will
probably cost you so much more
than what you pay for one today.
The young couple getting started
in life todey can spend as littlo
a8 $269 for a washer. That wash.
er will be removed from the mar-
ket altogether. Tomorrow's unit
might be priced at a “low” pnco
of $600, but use less energy. I
just can't figure all this out
unless tho manufacturers are
jumpmg with ,oy over thesc

» and many

groups, supported the rule,

Washers manufactured to
meet the 2004 standard will be
22 percent more efficiont than
today's baseline clothes washer.
Units that meet the 2007
requirements will be 35 percent
more efficient.

What it means

What does this mean to you
and me?

First of all, this means that
everything I wrote and talked
about 6 months ago has come
true, Yes, the government has
finally taken their hands out of
the toilet and put them into the
washing machiie. They have
spent their cfforts these past
soveral years making aure that
toilets use less water. You can
ask millions of Americans what
they think of tieir new toilet
todny. Never before in the histo.
ry ¢f :ankind has the potty been
the focus of so many dinner con-
versations. That won't atop until
the new mandate on water con-
sumption is reversed,

Never before have we had such
an escalation in the price of a
simple toilet. They just keep
going up and up. I wonder what
is next on the agenda that might

FI'ICCS

You could say that appliance
manufacturers are going to
make a real killing on all of this
energy efficiency. Weren't thoy a
part of the coalition group that
pushed the U.S, Energy Depart-
ment to mandate this now stan-
dard?

Price gouging?

I just recently read an article
in Business Week magazine that
Maytag priced their Neptune
front load washer at $800 when
it was first i d and then

First of all, let me give you
some old-fashioned facts. Except
for thono people who work in cer-
tain ficlds, the majority of my
clothes and yours are not dirty to
begin with. What, sweat that is
in our clathes is not considered
dirt, it’s moisture. I can wash
Lhnt out by swishing a shirt near
the shore of a lake. But if & man-
ufacturer can make you believe
that their product out-washes
another, you will buy it.

Look at Frigidoire's up-and-
down agitator of 30 years ago.
They boasted of its cleaning
action that was so much better
than anyone clec's and yes, they
sold millions. If it was so good,
why didn't anyone elsc copy it
when it went out of production?

Joc Gagnon can be heard on
Newstalk 760, WJIR-AM, every
Saturday and Sunday mornings.
He iz o past president of The
Society of Consuner Profcssion.
als. His second book, “The Words
and Wisdom of The Appliance
Dactor” is available in book
stores. His phone number is (313)
873-9789.

Got a qucstion for the Appli-
ance Doctor? Write to Joe
Gagnon cfo Ken Abramezyk, At
Home Editor, Observer Newspa-
pers, 36261 Schoolcraft, Livania
M1 48150 or e-mail kabram.
uyk@ae.lmmvcomm net. The
Doctor will answer

within a few days changed to
$1,000 the purchase price. The
reason stated by the then chief
operating officer was that con-
sumers would pay extra to eave
cnergy. That may very well be
true, but what about the subject
of gouging? I believe that was
the case and be agein when
these new washors are created
with all their little tricks.

1 am going to live to be an old
man before you can make me
beliove that a washer using less
water does a bettor job than the
one I have in'my basecment. They
have washing machines out
there today without agitators
and they tell me they out-clean
what I have.

%

ynur question in a future column,

Learn remodeling

The Remodelors Council
of the Building Industry
Association of Southenatern
Michigan (BIA) will present
“ABCs of Remodeling” 8.2
p-m. Wednesday, May 2 at
tho Bloomfield Township
Library, 1099 Lone Pine, on
the southenat corner of Lone
Pine and Telegraph.

For registration informa-
tion, call (248) 737-4477
anytime.

Budget Bathtub Liners

Company offers solutions for tub ¢ oubles
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Baruus LINER & W LL SURROUND SALE!

FACTORY DIRECT PRICING TO THE PUBLIC
Cut Out The Middleman . . . Save Up To 50% Off Retail Prices!
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BATHIUB LINERS

FREE Estimates
Call Toil Free
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