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his weeckend we once

agnin celebrated “Earth

Day.” The day camo and
went without as much fanfare
0s in years past. I wonder why
we should have to have a formal
day to remind us that this
house of ours called “enrth,” is
the only home we have. I know,
however, that we need this
reminder because we continue
to dump in our own nests,
Recent news accounts of energy
shortages and pollution should
make us wake up, It's obvious
that many people still do not
care, It's been said before that
meny Americans have become
too seolf-centered, whine too
much and feel the world owes
them a favor. As Jong as it does-
n't affect thelr cell phones, most
of which are used for useless
chatter, their S.U.V.'s, many of
which are driven only to tan.
ning salons and soccer practice,
and their oversized megn-man-
gions with their chemical laden

{ lawns , they could care leas

about tha health of thia planot.
Newspaper atorics und telovi-
sion news reports just this past
weekend were telling us about
the mesa we continue to create.
1 wonder when California will

.| wake up to the fact that you

don't build homes in the desert.

.| Never should have. I for one do

not feel sorry for their energy
problems or continued water
shortages.

Gimme a broak

Earth Day must be
every day for humans

Have you noticed the new logo
on the Scotts lawn chemical
trucks? It has a large decal of 2
monarch butterfly noxt to the
name. I8 this supposed to brain-
wash those of us who have a
functioning brain that butter-
flies and poisonous lawn chemi-
cals go hand in hand. Hey!
gimme a break,

How about all the truck and
all-terrain vehicle commercials
that ghow their products driving
through and tearing up
streams, rivers and pristine
wild places. You folks really are
showing your concern for the
environment just to make n
buck.

Did you see the story on how
the constline of the lower penin-
sula around Traverse City is
now one big subdivision, So
many of you didn't get tho point
that when you get away from it
all but take all of it with you,
the place you're now at is juat
a8 congested as the one you left.
Why drive four hours up north
to get upset about the over-
development when you can save
the gasoline and get upset at
home for frec.

Blaming geese

We talk about what an intelli-
gent species we are, We have
polluted our water, air, land
and food. That doesn’t show
much for intelligence. Of course,
what we like to do is blame all
the pollution problems on Cana-
da geese, gulls, ducks, etc. It's
casy to blame them when they
can't yell back.

Another thing that I find real-
ly offensive are the do-gooder
missionaries that go to infiltrate
native tribes of South America
and Africa to tell them that

their religions and lifeatyles are
wrong and that they should
learn to be more like us. Pleass
remember that these "uncivi-
lized" indigenous people have
lived in harmony with nature
for thousands of years without
our interference,

Amazon haute couture

There is nothing like sceing a
T.V. special on the Amazon
River showing a native with a
blowgun wearing Michael Jor-
dan high tops and a Grateful
Dead tee shirt. We sure know
what'a best for them, now don't
wo? Their simple life styles, in
harmeny with nature, need to
be upgraded. Maybe we can do
to these wonderful people what
we did to the native Americans.
We can kill off the ones that do
not agree with us, wipe out
their wildlife, put them on
regervations and hopefully have
casinos nll slong the Amazon
River. Con Jife be much better?

The problem plaguing the
world is not too many geese,
chipmunks, ete... It's too many
people. We are choking the
planet with an overpopulation
of human beinga.

Some dny socon maybe enough
people will care enough to care.
It's way pust due to stop dump-
ing in our own nests, We are
leaving this planet a mess for
future generations. History will
not look fondly on what we have
done, The saying of “Earth Day,
Every Day” is one ¢veryone
should follow if we human
beings are to survive as a
species.

Joe Derek is the city naturalist
for Farmington Hiils, To leave
him a voice mail message, call
248-473.9574.

First place: Artist Marie Benzing won for her watercolor “Still Waters” at jury night
? recently for the Farmington Artist Club’s annual exhibit. Benzing's picture, and the
works of many other FAC artists, will be on display April 29 through May 6 during

the Festival of the Arts at the Costick Center.
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Polio ended military life

I was 18 when I
joined the Army in
1948 and the first two
years were all you
could ask for. I was sent to Fort
Devens, Ma., whers the 7th
Infantry regiment (3rd division)
was stationed, They kept us
busy. We tock ski and mountain
training in the winter. In Jan-
uary 1950, we went down to Vir-
ginia for Amphibious school, fol-
lowed by war games in the
Caribbean and three days off in
San Juan, Puerto Rico, One sum-
mer was spent at West Point,
training cadets in various
infantry maneuvers, another on
Cape Cod, with Nationnl Guard
units.

Real war

And then they had to spoil
everything with a real war. By
late July 1950, the Army had
cstablished o pipeline of replace-
menta for the badly depleted UN
forces in Korea. I was flown to
California, and on to Tokyo via
Hawali and Waoke Island. Trains
took us south to the port of Snse-
bo, where we boarded n
Japanese troop ship for an
overnight trip to Pusan, South
Korea.

Trucks drove us to the various
units on the Pusan perimeter, [
waa assigned to the 5th Infantry
RCT, out of Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii. They were a proud
bunch of G.1's with names like
Kawamura, Chung, Jiminez and
Dodd. Carl Dodd, E company's
first sergeant, greeted us on that
first day. An impressive guy
wearing & Marine Corpa helmet,
sergeant, later to become lieu-
tenant Dodd went on to win a
Medal of Honer.

We defended the western hills
around Pusan against Infantry
and Artillery attacks, as the 8th
army built up its forces through
August and early Septomber.
Brigades from England, Aus-
tralin, and Turkey arrived and
our 1st cavalry division landed
from Japan.

In mid-September, the 5th
RCT was attached to the 24th
division, and the Winter Offen-
sive, 1950 was begun. We took
off north of Tacgu, augmented by
a company of tanks and made
good progress, taking and hold-
ing our positions. Casualtics
were heavy, our platoon sergeant

Gardeners meet

The North Farmington Gar-
den Club will be holding a meet-
ing May 8 at noon at the Spicer
House, located in Heritage Park
on Farmington Road between 10
Mile and 11 Mile.

The program will focus on flo-
ral waxing. There will be a
i ration and a h
workshop crenting edible flow-
ers. Speaker Pauline Fiynn,
member of the National Council
of State Garden Clubs, will be
featured,

For more information, call
Lutie at (248) 553-2368.

Community

College:

KOREAN WAR MEMORY

was fatally wounded, and on
Sept. 17, I was hit by small arms
fire. Nothing serious, I was back
in two weeks, with clean fatigues
and a handful of bandages,

As a result of the Inchon land-
ing, we literally flew north to
Seoul, and up to the 38th Paral-
led. Seemed like a good time to
leave, while you're ahead.

But orders came down to

invade North Korea. The UN -

army quickly captured
Pyongyang, North Korea's eapi-
tol. The fifth RCT was 60 miles
from the Manchurian border,
and it was getting cold. Our can-
teens were freezing overnight
and World War I sleeping bags
weren't much help.

I had developed a bad cough
and slight temperature and
about that time Division report-
ed an estimated 10,000 Chinese
troops organized ahead of us. We
mounted trucks and headed to a
steging area to prepare for —
whatever.

By the time we arrived [ was
getting weaker. Instead of jump-
ing off the truck I flopped on my
face. They picked me up and put
me in a jeep. The medic aaid I
was burning up ~ it looked like
wmalaria to him. I was carted
back to an aid station, where 1
apent the night in a military
ambulance, listening to & huge
fire fight that secmed to be all
around us.

Bad news"

At daylight, the aid station
and wounded moved further
south for safety. I complained of
the inability to perform needed
bodily functions. A doctor exam-
ined me, and someone hung a
tag on me that said “possible
polio”. 1 didn’t handle that news
well at all.

I was shipped down to Seoul,
to a well equipped hospital
packed with the serioualy
wounded, I slept most of the
time, not moving much of any-
thing. More exama, including a
spinal tap, convinced the doctors
it was polio.

My chest muscles were
involved and the closest Iron
Lung was in southern Japan. So
T was put aboard an Army cargo
plane along with a doctor and

flown to the Air Force Hospital
in Fukuoka, Japan. Treatment
there included hot-packs, heat
lamps, and aerosol penicillin,
which I had to smoke. Ugly! The
respirator (iron lung) stayed
parked outside my room, but I
never needed it. The services
have slways had excellent physi-
cat therapists, and the two ladies
that worked with me were no
exception. In just three weeks 1
had graduated to a wheel chair
and even taken a few steps.

Met Joltin’ Joe

In December 1960, I waa
moved to Tokyo General Hospi-
tal where I met and was given a
baseball autographed by Joe
DiMaggio. My next stop was
Percy Jones Hospital in Battle
Creek. I got back there in time
for Christmas and my folks were
able to take me home for a cou-
ple of days. Three years in the
Army was all over. Never missed
& Christmas at home. [ spent
another seven months in therapy
at Percy Jones, and took a dia-
ability retirement in 1951.

Gerald Cleary is a resident of
Farmington Hills and is retired
from Rockwell International,
where he was manager of Finan-
cial Systemas. .

Local veterans are invited to
share memories during this 50th
Anniversary Commemoration
period of the Korean War, Call
Jaek Curd at 478-4694 or Mary
Rodrique at 477-5450 for further
details. :

Area veterans, American
Legion Post 346 and the 50th
Anmniversary of the Korean
War Commemorative commit-
tee invite students to submit,
in 600 words or less, an essay
on “The Voice of Democracy:
Freedom is not Free.”

The contest is open to stu-
dents in all Farmington area
public and private schoola,
elementary through high
school. Cash prizes will be
awarded and the winners will

“Voice of Democracy’
essay contest planned

H The contest is open
to all students in the
Farmington area.

be honored at the Memorial.
Day parade.

Essays must be submitted
by May 15 to Uncle Jack
Curd, 23050 Frederick, Farm-
ington MI 48336. For more
information, call 478-4694.
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