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Smooches from pooches: Helen Tessoff pets Boomer while he steals a
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kiss from Carla Ligi, a Botsford recreational therapist.

Doctor Paws

Catstancaneaaina’

Dogs bring joy to Botsford patients:

BY BETH MONTALYO
BPECIAL WRITEN

After a grueling day of physical
rehabilitation, stroke and joint
replacement paticnts may not only be
exhausted but also emotionally
drained as well.

Trying to return to independent
living can be a daunting, long-term
process. A patient might think, *Will
I ever be happy agein?”

Everydoy on Botsford General Hos-
pital’s physical rehabilitation unit,
about 20 such patients are probably
feeling blue about life, Most tend to
be elderly people who may be suffer-
ing from stress, loneliness and
depression, along with their physical
maladies.

And then in walks joy, love, a soft,
furry head, long floppy ears, a wag-
ging toil and sympathetic eyes.

The therapy teams from the Doctor
Paws Pet Assisted Therapy program
bave arrived, to the delight of the
patienta, Doctor Paws of Michigan is
affilinted with Therapy Dogs Inc, a
nationnlly known therapy organiza.
tion, which provides training and
membership guidelines for dog own-
ers and their peta,

In addition, upon passing a rigor-
ous evaluntion, cach therapy pair
regi with the ization and
are insured for animal-assisted activ-
ities such as hospital, special nceds
center and nursing home visits.

Leading the nonprofit, all-volun-
teer Doctor Paws of Michigan pro-
gram is Terry Seraceno. Seraceno
also works part-time for Botaford as a
secretary in Medical Ad i

reljeving their depression, In fact, I7
have read about research that has
been done that documents these posi- :

tive effects.”
1, ted in 1

more? Visit E

However, most of her time, to the
tuns of 30 hours per week, is spent
running Doctor Paws. In March, Doc-
tor Paws membership doubled to 160
when Seraceno staffed a booth at the
Detroit Kennel Club Dog Show at
Cobo Arena. Yet, the need for more
therapy teams seems boundless.

ile the Michigan program start-
ed at Botsford about seven years ago;
it has grown to include sites all over
the state, with more everyday
requesting Seraceno to provide thera-
py teams for their facilities.

5 lains her
to give so much to this organization,
“There is real magic when fur meets
frailty. In an instant a connection is
made that sparks life from listless-
ness. Even Alzheimer's patients, who
have ceased interacting with others,
can act ‘appropriate’ with therapy
dogs. It's a miracle to witness
moments like these.”

Dr. Jeff Pierce, a physical medicine
and rehabilitation specialist on Bots-
ford’s staff, finds the interaction
) hi ol

is on the
rchabilitation unit and the Doctor
Paws dogn to be beneficial.
“It's uplifting and therapeutic for
patienta, helping them to relax and

www.drpaws.org, or call Terry Sera-+
ceno at (248) 888.7488. Botaford's .
Web addrees is www.botsfordsys- :
tem.org.
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Saraceno
displays the kerchiefs Doctor
Paws sells to help with costs.
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Bully for him: Zak the English Bulldog and his owner,
Sue Roberts, are ready to hit the wards.

Relay for
Life returns

The American Cancer
Society’s annual 24-hour
Relay for Life returns to
Stevenson High School
starting at noon Friday,
June 15,

This community cvent
aliows people from all
walks of life to celebrate
life for survivors, to remem-
ber loved ones lost and to
rally together os a commu-
nity to fight cancer.

Last year, the Livonia
Rolny for Life raised more
than $51,000 and brought
more than 500 people to
Stevenson High School,
This money is used to fund
cancer research and local
education and community
outreach programs.

Kicking off the relny is a
victory lap of cancer sur-
vivors around the track.
And as the sun goes down,
luminaria line the track in
remembrance of those
touched by cancer and
remind participants of the
importance of their contri-
bution.

Relay For Life is held in
more than 2,700 communi-
ties throughout the coun-
try.
Those interested in par-
ticipating are invited to call
the American Cancer Soci-
ety ot (248) 557-5353.

Residents support Old Homestead SAD

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.uet

Twenty years ago, Old Home-
atead residents had paved
streets put into their subdivi-
sion, replacing gravel ones.

Now, the strects are starting
to ahow signs of normal wear
and tear, such ns eracks and pot-
holes.

Hills City Council Monday

pp: d a special t
district for Old Homestead resi-
dents to cover a $908,006
repaving project, of which the
homeowncrs will pay 80 percent.
Council nlso approved granting
the contract to Detroit Concrete
Products of Milford.

Work ia expected to begin mid-

May and be completed within 80
to 120 days, or by this fall, snid
Skip Otwell, city engineer. Old
Homestend, which was built in
the 1950s, is located at the
northwest corner of Drake and
11 Mile.

“We're going to grind off the
top of the streets and repave
them,” Otwell said. The street
was paved in 1981 and has not
had any major work done on it
since then,

The road will be reconstructed
to conform with local road stan-
dards. Ditches and culverts will
be improved ond there will be
some drain improvements as

well.
Included in the total project
cost is $85,000 for drainage

improvements to address runoff
problems associated with San
Marino golf course. The city will
cover thosc costs.

Each homcowner with
frontage on Old Homestead’s
interior streets will pay roughly
$3,989.93, depending upon how
much frontage they have. Resi-
dents will be able to pay over a
10-year period with interest il
desired.

A petition distributed to resi-
dents showed 62 percent were in
favor of the repaving.

One of those residents was
James Orr.

*I am 100 percent in favor of
the project,” Orr said at a coun-
<il meeting Monday.

Play time: Boomer catches a ball tossed by owner Carla Ligi, Therapy patient Inez
Cox also tossed the ball to Boomer; which assists with her physical therapy.
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4,500-year-old royal burial sites in

King Tut's
Tomb...
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February 25 - May 6, 2001
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the Sumerian city-state of Ur (modem Iraq)

held extraordinaty finds, including
jewelry of gold, silver and semi-precious
stones from the tomb of Queen Puabi.
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Sorrows auction slated April 28

Celebrity Chel and Our Lady of tions. A buflet dinner featuring
pasta and carving stotions will

L
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Don't miss this rare chance to see incredibly
beautiful objects from one of the most
important archacological finds of all time!

On Snturday, April 28, the v
an?ily“C‘cjnt:rynl (';ur Lady of Sorrowa Alumnus Keith Famie,

Sorrows Church in Farmington
will be transformed into an
enchanted apring garden as the
OLS Parent-Teacher Guild hosts
the 2001 Springtncular Spec-
tacular® Auetion.

Proceeds will benefit the
school’s Technology Fund. The
gala evening will include fine
dining, doncing and an exten-
sive auction.

Among the items to be nuc-
tioned live by WJR radio person-
ality Steve Courtney are a din-
ner for cight to be prepared by
CBS “Surviver,” Channel 4

hosted by Bruce and Peggy Lil-
ley; o condo in Naples, Fla,, fora
wecek; n trip to Cancun, Mexico;
a new kayak with lessons; a din-
ner for six by Chef Dave Platzer
at the Bonfire Grilk: limited edi-
tion U-M football cutographed
by Drew Henson and Lloyd
Carr; and an official Red Wings
Jersey nutographed by the 2000~
2001 Red Wings Team.

The evening begins at 6 p.m,
with cocktails and hors d'ocu-
vres, music by harpist Christa
Grix and the opening of the
Silent and Super Silent Auc-

be served at 7:30p.m., followed
by the Live Auction and Selec.
tive Raffle drawings.

The evening will continue
with a Dessert and Coppuccino
Bar and dancing to the music of
*Living Energy.”

Our Lady of Sorrows School
provides education for more
than 950 studenta in kinder-
garten through eighth Grade.

Auction tickets can be pur-
chased for $50 per person. For
information, call Cheryl Craw-
ford, auction co-chnir nt 248-
478-2771.

Tickets are $8 adults, 85 children,
DIA mem!

audio tour and muscum admission.
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