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" Two Farmington Elementary

~ schools have been honored by
, the North Central Asseciation of
* Colleges and Schools after com-

pleting a five-year, cight-phase

improvement process,

William Grace, 29040 Shi-
awassee, and Kenbrook Elemen-
tary, 32130 Bonnet Hill, were
among more than 60 Michigan

a

e -y

visiting peer review team that
students are performing better.
It doesn't end the journey,
however, said William Grace
Principal Mark Marowski, who
was particularly proud that his
staff kept the process going
despite tho fact that several dif-
ferent administrators becamo ill
:5 retired during the time peri-

“Tho staff stuck together with-
out the consistency of the same
ini " M ki said.

“schools that were r i

. In nddition to meeting the tra-
. ditional accreditation standards
“of tencher preparation, number
. of instructional hours, etc., the
schools adopted a school
improvement approach which
requires “a new level of account-
ability,” according to Myra
* Richards, administrative assis-
tant for NCA evaluation.

“Administrators and staff
make n commitment to imple-
* ment a plan of continuous effort
+ to imprave student performance
in selected areas,” she said. “The
documentation of vesulis
throughout this demanding
improvement cycle revenls the
effectiveness of the plan.”

A vital component of the over-
all evaluation process i3 peer

ator,
“I just fell into it.”

This is Marowski's first year
at the school.

With input from parents and
staff, surveys and test scores,
three gonls were set: problem
solving in math, information
reading, also known as non-fic-
tion reading, and conflict resolu-
tion,

“It targets overy student,”
Marowski said. “We identified
sclected target areas before the
procesa was impl d.”

“Grace, Kenbrook earn NCACS honors

their efforts resuited in students
who are more prepared for the
21st century.”

‘The report from the final visit
of the peer review team resulted
in & recommendation of both
nch?n]a for endorsement to the

NCA
This committee, which is elected
by the membership of the Michi-
gan NCA, reviewed the docu-
mentation from the achool and
the team.

Upon their approval, the
North Central Association of
Commisaion of Accreditation
and School Improvement award-
ed these schools its highest
honor.
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CAMPUS PIPELINE

NORTHWESTERN 'S
Christopher L. Erickson of
Farmi; Hills was named to

Kenbrook Principal Margaret
McKinley couldn’t be reached for
comment.

“The NCA school improvement
process demands more of achools
than any other change process,”
said Willinm Bushaw, state

the dean’s list for the winter
quarter at Northwestern Univer-
sity.
WICHITA DEAN'S

Akm Nurul Huda was named
to the dean’s list for the fall
semester at Wichita State Uni-

Kenbrook Elementary celebrates
2000 Blue Ribbon School award
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Stato School Bonrd Membor  YOUF good Is better

Kathleen Strous made o and your betterIs

strong impression on both the hest.’

faculty and students at Ken- .

brook Elementary when she Nan;.?[ Bates

came for a special celebrati —Farmingt ills Mayor

recently of the school’s 2000
State Blue Ribbon Exemplary
School status.
H‘i,llsidudElcmantnry waa
also honored. That's just 22 in the state to
Chris Baker, a Kenbrook 4ceive the rocognition, she
special cducation teacher, ' gnig
rocalled how Straus drove To achieve this honor, both
home tho fact that Kenbrook . 5choals submitted applica-
:;“d'i;‘x are numbered amMONg  tiong, The state then sent a
C 2 H
“She wanted to show them visiting ton:ln. qnngiasluzro:f

up just two fingers, the chil-
dren could count to 22.

I think of NCA as the pro-
cess,” Boker said. “Blue Rib-
bon is the passion for what we
do.”

In attendance at tho colebra-
tion were Stote School Board
Members John C. Austin, Her-
bert S. Moyer and state Supt,
of Public Inatruction Arthur
Ellis. Congressman Joe Knol-
lenberg and Farmington Hilla
Mayor Nancy Bates also
appeared.

“It was outstanding to sce
the pride on the faces of the
faculty and teachers,” Bates
said.

A short time after the
assembly, at which Bates
recited a poem her father
taught her, a young boy from

b

h M an:
h°,‘"‘1' special they are,” Baker mer Blue Ribbon winners, to
said.
Straus asked all 400 stu- e e entary's hons
dents to hold up and wiggle g just keep on coming. They
their hands to show how many  ere glso ¢ izod by the

K wandered into
Bates' yard. He remembered
the first portion of the verse,
but not the remainder. He
asked Bates to help him

schools there are in Michigan. North Central Associntion of
She pulled three children upto  Golleges and Schools for com-
;h"‘ r‘;:”"' and, ““‘:I‘ t'wo ";‘.‘l' pletion of their five-year,
ren holding up all their fin-  giohy! i .
Gora and o third child holding - & Eht:Phase improvement pro

Bates gladly recited it again;
“Good, better best; Never let it
rest until your good is better
and your better is beat.”
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Resident named fellow or Canada.

Elizabeth Giffels of Farming- _, 1t fepresenta several years of
ton Hills has been named Fellow study and the successful comple-
of the Society of Actuarics. tion of‘n serics of exnrnm.ntwns

Fellgwship is the highest pro- udmlm.ster'cd by the Society of
fessiornl recognition an actuary Actuarics. y
cnn:nc])ievo in the United States
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The “better” in Botsford stems from our basic philosophy: a single-minded commitment to . . : FL
malntaining a continuum of high-quality health-related services that span the many stages of life.
This means a full range of capabilities from community health to long term care for older adults.
Botsford Is not a large, impersonal hospital system. Rather, we are close-knit,
family-focused organization that keeps in touch with our patients and the community.
That's why - while others have grown thelr number of locations - Botsford has v
0 . r patlents’ care. C .
grown its depth of services. We are committed to our patien 100% Satisfaction
And it's a commitment that begins with prevention and continues through rehabilitation. Guaranteed
. N ' " " on all plant materials Planting & Delivery
The “B" In Botsford. Does It sland:for “better?” You bet it does. oLt Ao 8 & Delivery
BOtS ford -3 Family Owned & Operated Since 1931
Y TS HRAL . 20815 Farmington Road ® Just N. of 8 Mile ¢ Farmington Hills
- - Putting A Face On Health Care. ~ Hours Mowdep Saturdey 8 e pm Sundey 10 am - p
28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmtington Hills, M1 46336-5933 248-474-2925
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