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Bands battle
to keep love
of jazz alive

onathon Napper and all the muai-
cians and promoters connected to
¥ the Battle of the Banda agree — if
you want to learn about jazz be at .
Clarenceville High School in Livonia
Sunday, May 6 ~ or be square.
A fund-raiser for the Michigan Jazz
. Festival (Sundny, July 16, at School-
College in Livonia), the Battle
will pit voteran Detroit jazz musi-
cians Larry Nozero, Johnny Trudell,
George Benson and Tom Saunders
and their bands against each other in
.a real blow-out,
Nappe: ++ill open the program with
1the nowly formed Clarenceville High

X School Jozz Band
“ at 2:30 p.m. The
 Battie'ofthe | 34.member group
m' o officially began
| sy Nozero, Johinny ;ezhemnl! Jan.
Trudsll and George . and already
;| Benson, and Tom has played at the
1| Ssunders Celebrate the
+| demonstrate the Arts Festival at
il | Lol
: at's quite an
: :‘"::‘ ng ditferent accomplishment
] whaat 3 p.m. for theao young
t o Mey 6; musicians in
X l:1|runlcjsvllle B‘:Ir'»: -} grades 9-12.
.} Schoot Jazz - “I'm trying to
. ;-dr:e.ﬂorml at 2:30 expose t,hem to
Whacs: Ctarencoville | Sverything from
High School Latin to swing so
.| Auditortum 20155 | they can get a
Middiebett, south of { tasto of what the
£ Mll;. uvwnln “;ﬂ"‘” spectrum
. 2 of jazz ia about,”
‘ {g; ;;g?gg °' said Napper,
I3 W [ =1’ Clarenceville
i Mln’hl‘ln Jaxx E“}:&hnﬁd
:{ Fastal Sundsy, 3ty | daveloped hia
3] 15 st Schoolcraft I for ji
1 Collego In Livonia ove tor jaxz
LR while playing in

Dixteland beat: Tom Saunders
¢ brings his Detroit Jazz All
~ Stars to Clarenceville High
. School for a Battle of the
Bands.

tl;a band at Western Michigan Uni.
versity,

-“It's a good outlet for my students to
* hear good live music. Detroit had such
‘ n rich history of jazz. There's nothing
ike hearing music live. Saeing it per-
fomad is just ns important. Jazs is
. part of our culture and a true Ameri-
can art form.”
“It’s history of jazz in the meking,”
* adds Midge Ellis, who serves on the
Michigan Jaxz Festival committee
*. coordinating the battle, “For people
* who saw Ken Burns’ series on jazz on
* PBS, this is a good example of what
Jjazx is, There are different styles nnd
they play the same tune and then all
+" thres jam together. I defy any other
kind of music to do that.
:“Laat year, everybody said that it
- was 80 much The reaso nIlulxeit
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Performers celebrate

arts abilities

BTAFY PHOTO X7 TOM HAWLIT
Very special performer: Emma Dale-Hench (right) and Anne Goodwin
rehearse “Don’t Cry for Me Argentina,” the song Dale-Hench will sing at the

M:chzgun Un(vcrs:ty Friday, May 11. VSA
of is an affiliato of VSA arts

Argentina on the piano, The 17-year-
old Frank!ri'High School student ia
one of more than 150 reasons South.
enst Region Committee members like
Margaret Hull work each year to put
on tho VSA arts of Michigan Festival

2dults with d

featuring

VSA Arts Festival.
gzé'm ANN CHOMIN
lchomin@oe.homecomm.net A
mma Dale-Hench lights up the What: The Southsast
Reglon Committes of
E ute Anne Goodwin begina V5A arts of Michigan
playing Don't Cry For Me showcasa the musicel,

dance and theatrical
talents of more than
150 children and

abilities
at a fras fostivel

at Wonderland Mall in Livonia. Dale-
Hench is one of the vocalista show-
cased at the annual event that fea-
tures tho musical, dance and theatri-
cal talents of children and adults with

therapy classes throughout the school

per hands-
on art nctivities and a
visual art sxhibit. For
more [nformation, call
Connla Lott at FAR
Consarvatory In

disnbilities., mingrem (246} Frankel is ly in the
Hull, a Birmingham music thera- Whea: 10 a.m. 10 2 midst of renovation work on the headquar-
piat, will bring 90 of her special edu- | p.m, Friday, May 4 ana | ters shared with Detroit Dance Collective
cation students from Pontiac Schools | noon to 3 p.m. downtown. Laat year's move from South-
to the festival Friday-Saturday, Moy | Saturday, Mey 5 field willl enable VSA arts of Michigan to Margaret Hull
4.5 in the E\”&h Oourﬁt‘.d(;:dn:e hn:'la i is\gas e and ofl::{rv cllnuke:' in clay, and o;entunlly dz]xfxco,
lunch and watch as D an a @ look for someone who's an excellent Emma Dale-Hench is excited and a little nervous
adults ahow-off akills honed in arts ﬁm; Midalebert. teacher in the arts and makea great contri- [ about singing at the festival hecause sho won't

(formm'ly known as Very Special Arts)
which was founded by Jean Kennedy Smith
in conjunction with the Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts. Since 1974, VSA arts
has provided programs in music, dance,
drama and the visual arts to enrich the
lives of people with disabilities,

“I was totally in disbelief when thoy told
me about the nwnrd," said Hull. “It makes
you realize that yau re doing the right
thing and that you’re respected by col-
leaguea”

Lora Frankel took a few minutes from
her busy day as executive director of VSA
nru of Michigan to talk about Hull's accom-

butiona to the arta for children with dis-

know many faces in the crowd. But that's one of

year. On Friday, May 4, Hull's choir

abilities and to VSA,” said ankcl “Mar-

garet has done Serful job as o the reasons for pumng on ths festival, Other

with Franklin High

from Pontiac Northern High and Washington und
Mudi:&’ wht;dt{: unhwl;lwrfom a 45" i ot t of
T m and blues at 10:4 nm. cr
Ko isters vocal group from
Ceuter l‘ollaw with Shania Twane's Yau ‘re Stil. tlu
One. Still later The Ycung Beats from W.H.] R.C.
El y and The R from H
El:momary do Beatles tunes. Then at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 5, Hull's pride and joy, the Boyz IT Boyz
duo from Pontiae Noriiiern and Madison take to
ﬁa staga to perform Backstreet Boys nnd Motown

In nddition to Hull's groups the festival spot-
lights vocal and dance from Oakland Schools autis-
tic progrum, drumming and dance from Poo Devel-
opmental in Detroit, and chinies by Lo Schooleraft
Players of Redford and Arbor House, Dearborn
Heights, Hands-on art activities and a touring art
exhibit round out the activities. Sales of t-shirts,

« featuring a giraffe drawn by Kennedy Center stu-
dent Deneka Thomas, will help fund the commit-
tec's grant program and festival,

*“The excitement just abounds. The festival is
something the students look forward to,” said Hull,
o music therapist with Pontiac Schools since 1989.
“Music in genurul facds your soul. It relates to
something inside you, Xt makes you feel good, You
want to partidpuu with the group, We atreas the

proceas, the experience of learning how to perform
in A group, how ta pronounce the words more clear-

Hull's dediutinu to her students is one of the
reasons she was named VSA arts of Michigan
Teacher of the Year. She will receive the award at
the Michigan Youth Arts Festival at Western

B udun in Pontine.”,

the South featival for many years and made
Aerful to

in music edu- School Choir, Dnle-chch has few opportunities to

nhuwcnne her talents in public. Dale-Hench'a learn-

and y leave her
unnble to pnnlclpnm in activities like her peers do.
Her love of singing and studies of opera history are
two things which can bring a smile to her face.

Pleaso see FESTIVAL, C2

*'Cindy Babeock's worked with Hull on the South-
east Region Committee and on the festival for
more than 10 years, She noted Hull's never missed
& vote to award granta for arta therapy programs
in the region. Arnnng this year mlpmnts were Neil
Reid H.lgh School in Clin-
ton p, Greenfield
Elementary in Beverly
Hills and Camp Phoenix,
a hospice program for
children through the
Henry Ford Health Sys-
tem.

“What we do {8 so0
important to making arta
essential to people with
disabilities,” snid Bab-
cock, president of VSA
arts of Michigan. A regis-
tered dance/movement
therapist, Babeock's atu-
dents at Keller Middle
School in Royal Oak will
perform 10:16 a.m. Fri-
day. "The festival is 0
apecial, 80 unique, It's the

only festival in the state

located in o mall and STAFY PHOTO BT JTM JAGDAXLD

exposes the publicto | Boyz | Boyz: Margaret Hull works with Brandon Walker (icft)

:h}tounmdenu can  and Marlon Smith on the Motown hit “Working My Way Back
o to You.”

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
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Ichomin®oe homecomm.net

Students will enjoy the glass mosnic at North
Farmington High School for many years to come

to graduating senior Ilyse Kaplan.

Public art defines and docu-
menta a culture. Decades from
now the large-scale work will con-
.| tinue to provide pleasure for the
--| viewer while telling a story about
what went before. Kaplan's story
‘| recounts her school days and
begins by depicting a basketball
;4| player, musical notes, theater

- is because it's a good jazz
and the different styles.”

; }Tom Saunders’ Dixieland sounds

¢ will surely have the audience dancing
» in the aisles, Moat of the members of

. ! the Detrﬂi‘t Jn.l‘_All Stars - ”él Wi::’

¢ ters, p
Chuck Shermetaro, piano, St. Claire
: Shores; Bob Plnhrlr.h drums, Dear-
hom Pau! Keller, bul.Ypdlmd, -nd
dnrinotlux

m Wyse, Livonia - have
p!qyad with Baunders for years.
“Ite hqppy ‘muaie,” safd Smndn-,

by masks, a stack of books, and art

palette, and ends with the words
“No other road, no other way, no
;:l!:y but today”™ from the musical

But there’s no need to worry
about time running out for the
mosaic, the 85,000 glasa tiles fil)-
ing the 8-by-17 feet wall will per-
mnanuy color the lobby.

“It’s something I can leave
behind for the school,” said
| Kaplan, who plans to attend the

Univ [ty of Mich{gln in Ann

. V -

S T

Keely Wygonik,

Arbor in fall.

Even though it was Kaplan whe
proposed the idea in March, it took
100 studenta to create the mosaic
over four days. The completed work
will be unveiled to the public during
an open house Saturday, May 5.

*I did preliminary sketches and
then to scale,” said Kaplan. “It tock
two weeks to get the mosaic colored
in on 4-by-8-fect panels of wood. Wo
went to a glass supply atore in Lans-
ing to buy glass in sheets which
were then cut into stripping which
was then chipped by students into
small squares.”

Team work A
Hope Palmer waa responsibla for STAFF PUOTO BY BILL BARSLER

encouraging studonta to help with School splrit: Tom Szmrecsanyi (Ieft), Karen Feder, llyse

the project. She couldn't be happier Kanlan, Gail Rosenbloom-Kaplan, Hope Palmer and 100

with th ults. The school now has : : .
» stunning picce of public art and North Farmington High School students created this

Kaplan became a winner in mare mosaic for the lobby.

ways than one. After visiting Lans- “llyse i doing independent atudy where you follow

ing to purchase 31,.‘";!}(;?"'“ ,‘i."‘:""dk“ smn‘l.le: your dreams and different avenues and came up with

5::‘?:‘3::‘;:5& j:?ulennl‘o?rfl; o D"J;‘;:‘ 0“1'::“ lA':t the iden for the mosaic,” anid Palmer, art department
Pleaso pec MOSAKC, C2

Compeﬂdun cumntly on exhibit in anlnx
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