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(GARDENING

QARDENING CALENDAR

2 Does yourganden club have an
upcoming event or meeting you
want publxcuad? Send items for
consideration in Gardening Caol-
endar to Ken Abramczyk,
Observer Newspapers, 36261
Schaolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150
or e-mail kabramczyk@® oe.
homecomm. net. To send a fax,

call (734) 591-7279.

BACK TO
SCH OO

MORE GARDENING

. The Michigan Schoot of

- Gordenlng, 29429 Six Mile, in
Livonia offers a varlety of sub-
jects. Register In advance.
Classes are imited In slze.
Weekly classes usuplly are
scheduled for 9:30 o.m., while
evening courses begln at 6:30
p.m. Classes listed here will be
taught at the Livonla facillty.
Here Is a list of somo of the
classes, some of which require
prerequisite courses or expert
ence: Difficult Sites Part | on wet
and dry sltes, two T}

FLOWER
SALE

POYTED PLANTS
Approximately 500 potted plants
will be avaltable ot the Frlends of
the Wilson Barn annual spring
flower sate May 10-13, including
lilies, chrysanthemums, tulips,
datfodlls, azaleas and small
orchld corsages. Hours are 10
a.m, to 7 p.m. Thursdey, May 10;
10 8.m.-7 p.m. Friday, May 11
and Saturdoy, May 12; and 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, Mey 13,
at the Wilson Bam, 29350 West
Chlcago (at Middtebelt) in
Livonio, Anyone who has any
questlons regarding the sale can
call the Bamn at (734) 427-4311

. and leave a message.

PLANT SALE
Bodding plants and potted plants
will be avallable 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday, May 3, at the
Northvllle Farmers Market In the
Northvllla Downs parking lot at
Seven Mile and Sheldon, Ants and
crafts and garden art will ba
avallable. The sale will be a groat

starting June 7; Difficult Sites
Part Il, stanting Thursday, June
21. Also, the school plans to
host Aflan Armitage, Internatlon-
ally acclalmed gardener, author,
instructor and prafessos of hortl
culture on Friday, June 22 ond
Saturdoy, June 23 wlll appear ot
garden tours In Beverly Hllls and
Bloomfleld Hills. Armitage will
appeor at the Michigan State
University Management
Education Center In Troy on
Sunday, Juno 24, Tickets are $45
per person, $55 after May 25.
Call {248) 4-GARDEN for &
brochure and registration on the
Armitage vislt.

For information on spring classes,
times and costs of click on www.
michigangardening. com for class
Information or for classes at
other locatlons In Detrolt,
Pontlac and Macomb Township.

Mother's
Day ploants and gifts. The Farmars
Market, sponsored by the
Northvitte Chamber of Commerca,
Is scheduled every Thursday, May
through Octaber. Catl (248) 349-
7640,

NORTHVILLE .

The 14th Annual Flower Sale vis-
Its downtown Northville, @ a.m.- 6
p.m, Friday, Moy 25, and 8 a.m.-
6 p.m., Saturday, May 26.
Among the many spring and sum-
mer blossoms for sale are annu-
ols, porannials, shrubs, roses and
exotlc plants and herbs. For Infor-
matlon, coll (248} 348-0488.

CLOUOEBS

FARMINGTON
Charlotte Dashner, a Farmington
Garden Club member and land-
scapes school chaiman for the
Federated Garden Club of
Michigan, will present a floral

THE

URBAN COLLECTION

an eclectic collection of home furnishing from antigue to arty
© hand painted or exceptional furnishings ® -
@ honte acceddories ©

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED
CALL HIRSCHEL LEVINE
248-399-9449

22961 WOODWARD AVENUE
POWNTOWN FERNDALE

Arriving Daily
100’s of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Pansies,
Perennlals, Shrubs & Trees
Select Varieties on Sale Now

(OPEN 7 DAYS (248) 543-4400 * 14471 W.Eleven Mile Rd.
. Between Coolldge & Greenfield

PARKING IN REAR

29522 Little Mack, Roseville, M1 43066 =
Visit our website at www.jjroofing.com

.FREE

ESTIMATES
We are authorized and certificd by both GAF and Certaineed.
This enables us to offer the country's strongest watranty.
. 98 out of 100 contractors cannot offer this wamanty!

rw J&J S

You've trusted J&J Rooﬁng with your roofing needs for 14 years.

Callmnowforymfmcesummon s1dmg.u1mmd‘f\musor
your free d

WU AVER UL LN

design program ot the
Farmington Garden Club meating
noon Monday, May 7 at the
Longacre House on the west side
of Farmington Road batween 10
Mile and 11 Mile roads. Visltors
aro welcome, Call {248) 478-
3017 for Information.

HERBS
Tha evaning herb study group at
the Unlversity of Michigan
Matthael Botanlcal Gardens will
car-pool at 11 a.m, Saturday,
May 12, to Ranalssance Acres in
Whitemore Loke. The organic
her farm has been In operatlon
for 20 years. The group will be
taken on a tour and allowed to
browse for ptants. Meet In Room
125 of the Matthae) Botanical
Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Road.
Members and guests are wel-
come. For informatlon, calf (734)
449.2334,

HOSTAS
The Metro Datrolt Hoste Soclaty
has scheduled its annual ptant
sale 1-4 p.m. Sunday, May 20 at
the Blrmingham Congregational
Church at Cranbrook Road and
Woodward. Hostas, companion
plants, parenniats and rock ger-
den plants wlll be for sale.
Admlsslons is free.

WALXKS

UVONIA
The Friends for the Development
of Greenmead {Livonia’s
Historica! Village) presents its
annual Garden Walk from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 23,
Seven lovely gardans and yards
of homes tocated [n Livonla wifl
bo open for viewing. All proceeds

Learn about slow-release fertilizersi5

GARDEN We hoar
more and
SPOT more sbout

slpw-release
fortilizers,
and many
people may
wonder just
what  this
term means.

Lillian
Dean, coordi-
nator of the
Southeastern
Oakland
County
Resource
Recovery Authority Healthy
Lawn and Garden Program, and
Greg Patchen, Oankland County
Michigan State University
Extonsion horticultural agent,
explain it this way:

Nitrogen fertilizers are classi-
fied as either quick- or alow-
release producta,

The response from quick-
rolenss sources occurs within'
days after application and is via-
jble through increased growth
and greener color.

Disadvantages of quick-release
nitrogen include its high-burn
potential, short residual and
3 4 ial for leachi

— mtmgon is relensed through

-microbial nction (microbes are

tiny germs in the soil)

M Timed-released, conted fer-
tilizers — nitrogen is released as
the coating dissolves

M Fertilizers with significant
quantities of water-insoluble
nitrogen ~— nitrogen alowly dis-
solves in water.

Natural organic materials and
some synthetig erganic materinls
depend on microbial decomposi-
tion alone, Other synthetic
orgnnlc materials ond coated
nitrogen products depend on
physical and/or chemical pro-
cesses in combination with
microbial nctivity.

Natural organic fertilizers aro
derived from remains or by-prod-
uets of plant and animal process-
ing industries.

Organic fertilizers require a
greator volume of materials
because of their low nitrogen,
potassium and phosphorus (N-P-
K) analysis, but do contribute
organic matter that supports
henlthy biological activity i{n the
soil aystem. All organic fertiliz-

volatility and runoff. The nitro-
gen sources in them also have a
relative high-aalt index. The
flush of growth lasts a relatively
short time with the effects of the
nitrogen wearing off within four
wee!

In contrast, slow-release
sources discharge nitrogen over
an extended period of time.

'l'ho manr ndvnnulgcx of thexo

benefit the and
preservation of

Iowcr rigk ol‘ nitrogen loss, fewer

Historlcal Vitlage,
Tickets are $9 [n advonce, $10
the day of the event and can be

purchased from any of the three  +

Livonia llbracles, the Civic Center
Library Glit Shop, Greenmead and
the Department of Community
Resources located on the fifth
floor of Livonla City Hall, For
Informatlon, call (734) 466-2540
or (734) 425-4855.
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and more uniform
growth response. Disadvantages
include slow initinl plant
response and the need to apply
the product in granular form.

Fertilizers with 40 to 50 per-
cent slow-release nitrogen are
recommended to be labeled as
“glow-release.” There are several
types:

M Natural organic fertilizers
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{iminate the Middleman and Deal Directly with the Factory!
Sale 'l'hmlu 1st..While Suppliss Last

27488 Schoolcraft at Inkster « Livol

1-800-525-8

SAVE UP TO 85% OFF arat

ON ALL 15T QUALITY NAME
BUNDS & WALLPAPER

HunterDouglas, Duetts, Sthouette, Waverty,

Village, Levokr, Kirech, Graber, LouverDraps,

Imperial, Thomas Kinkads, Rafph Laren,

Carwy Lind, Nautics and Maes!

JAUPAPER SEARCHES
View over 125,000 pattems in our showroom
on fo-search

?WSPEH WALLPAPER:
299 SUPER VALUE IN
uw STOCK WALLPAPER
NO PAYMENT FOR 90 DAYS®
can...1-800-442-3N9
or visht... www.decoratetoday.com
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ers are slow-release,
Suggestions
The q : 1s fertilizer o

source of lake, river and ground-
water pollution?

After much research, "The
answer ‘It depends’ is ol that
can be snid,” Dean said.

“When used at recommended
rates under managed conditions
at test plots, there is no evidence
that nitrogen fertilizera con-
tribute to water quality prnb-
lema,” she said.

“However, field studies com-
pleted in the last several years
have documented lawn fertilizer
as a source of nutrient in storm
water runoff. Nitrogen and phos-
phorus, especially, can affect
Jakes and strcams by stimulat-
ing excess algae which depletes

oxygen from the water, thus q
degradation of the aquatic habi
tat for emall invertebrate nnh
mals and fish.”

‘The Healthy Lawn Prngram,
sponsored by SOCRRA, nccmi
mends the following:

1. Cut the grass high, leaving

'3 inches on the blade n(ler cute

ting, if posaible.

2. Water the lawn frequem.lx
but lightly — enough so wate:
reaches the roots but wm-mu
over-watering. !

3. Use slow-releass l‘emhur M
accordance with the results of
uoil test, Two to four annua
arn

by MSU Extonnlun personnel.

4. Avold weed-and-feed. Di
woeda by hand, and/or epot trea|
problem areas. "Practice integrats
ed pest management and search
for the least toxic spproach.

By following tlw-c suggest
tions, the lawn will be healthi
and thick and naturally resi:
insect nnd disease damage,

Roots will alzo help hold soil id
plnce, reducing soil erosion inf

storm sewers, luku and
streams. :
Good garden tips ;

B A seedling is ready for plmw
ing when ita root base is as wide
as the plant is high. If thé
plant's height is greater than thé
width of the root base, mmug
ita planting depth,

M Want to grow elephant gnr\-
lic? Plant separated cloves basé
down 2 inches deep as soon as
the soil is warm. Fertilize two of
three times during the growing
senson. It needs full sun and lots
of water to develop the cloves. |

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener based in Blrm—
ingham. You can leave her a
measage by dialing (734) 953:
2047 on a touch-tone phone. Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314,

Matthaei hosts plant sale this weekendi

Matthnei B

1 Gard

will host its 218t annual spring
plant gale and marketplace Fri-
day-Sundny, May 4-6, at 1800 N.
Dixboro in Ann Arbor.

. The sale is one of the largest of
its kind'in Michigan and will
offer n huge array of plants,

more than 1,200 vari-
cties, nnd unusual wares for the
garden enthusiast, The event
will begin with a presale for
MBG members only 3-7 p.m. Fri-
day. Hours for the general publie
ore.10.a0.m, to 4:30, g,m.'spur-
dny-Sundny

* Epoxy Flooring

* Vinyl Chip Systems.

+ Quariz Systems

* Granitech

¢ Acrylic Cement Coatings
* Concrete Add Stains

DECORATIV'E & PROTECTIVE

« Interior / Exterior
+ Driveways .
* Patios / Pool Decks

* Garages

* Basements

# Restaurants
oM 3

Wareh,

+ Expansion Joinl Sealing

+ Concrete Restoration Specialist
® Limitless Colors and Dusigns

o Dealerships
-RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL |

. Cuslomlpgos

* Locally Owned and Operated
« Licensed & Insured

Painting &

We Specialize In:

P «Interlor & Exterior Painting
P« Drywall hanging & finishing
P » Al types of plaster work

* All types of carpentry
P « Basement finishing
P>« Additions
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CIPRIANO'
Concrete Technology
{810) 726-2900

www.ciprianoconcrets.com

Top of the Line

, In¢.

and Sutton Construction
Commercial and Residential

Spring Is just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your home?
Think Top of the Line! :




