Every day it's a different story.

One day we're diving fast into o recession.

Company after company announces layoffs by the
ds. Our 401(k) keep moving

backward instead of forward (and the date when

Social Security collapses seems to get closer all

the time).

. But the next day, things are looking up, People
qn still buying consumer goods.;ult at a slower
rate. The established companies seem to have
enough resources to weather the storm. The lat-
dn quarter actually shows the economy grew, not

alot but it grew.
Half empty?
- Half full?

No one seems to
know. But we *
choosse to think
that a little opti-
mism might carry
us over into better
times, After all
we were riding
extremely high
Just a year ngo.

Tho future has
rich promise. One

. reason I know
Hugh Gallagher this is tucked

inside this news-
pnper. 1t is The Observers annual tribute to the
best and brightest of our high school graduates,

Our Academic All-Stars will one day take their
place as lenders in our communities, They will
help provide the answers, discover the secrets,
motivate tho actions of others and pursue excel-
lence.

Ono of the crucial issues Lhnh wa face i3 in pub-
lic education. Thln becnmu a pnmu topic during
the last presid Bush
calls himself an “education pmaldent. It is the
one aren where the conservative president
believes the national government needs to take a
more active role.

1Wo decided to pick the considerable brain
power of the Academic All-Stars about this sub-
Jject they know first hand and which many of
them will pursue as teachers, counselors, admin-
isteators and college professors. They don't offer a
single view. Some of their ideas conflict. But they
dffer thoughtful contributiona to the ongoing
débate, which is what generates bold, now ideas
in a strong democracy,

Kevin Pilkiewicz of Canton and Catholic Cen-
tral High Schoeol supports vouchers and corporate
charter schools with lower tuitien, “The families
of children not in the public system should not
have to pay taxes to support the public schools.
‘This would not only help many promising chil-
dren receive a better education, it would also
force public schools to improve themselves in
order to secure those precious tax dollnrs they
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Academic All-Stars instill
faith in a brighter future

need to operate.”

Brian Daugh!y of North Farmington High
School would encourage students to renl(ze what
they have in public education and make the most
of it. “Too often I hear students eaying they wish
there was something to do in this achool, this
town ete. [ would try to get these students to
open their eyes and get involved,” he wrote,

Several students also urged more “involve-
ment” by parents. Michelle Mamo of Redford
Union High School writes, “I would establish new
programs to involve parenta in their children's
education, One of the problems with our society is

The future has rich promise. One
reason | know this Is tucked
Inside this newspaper. It Is The
Observer's annual tribute to the
best and brightest of our high
school graduates.

that the parents are not ns informed or involved
with their students as they should be,”

Mamo and others also want public education to
be more academically challenging. Kimberly
‘Weaver of Canton High School wanta to “make it
easier for Ihn top students to take more challeng.
ing clagses.”

Anne Bresler of leonin Churchill H.igh School

wants more for

On first glance, it looked a Jot like pork.

Astate body (in this case, the Mnc.hlgnn Eco-.
nomic De Cor 1
“SmartZoncs,” carefully -cauemd around the
state. The preas release detailing locations of the
various SmartZones quotes an aspirant for higher
office (in this
case, Lt, Gov.
Dick Posthu-
mus),

But a more
careful look
reveals some-
thing far more
significant for
the future of

(FIA9

SmartZones may well be
crucial to building Michigan

were I h uni-
vemmeu. Rculo 128 to Hmard nnd MIT and Sili-
con Valley to Stanford. Each Michigan Smart-
Zone is directly tied to one or another university
or existing research center.

The emphasis on universities is not by chance.
Michigan's universities are among the nation’s
leaders in research and development (U-M is
number one among public schools), But the his-
toric problem has been to leverage all this aca.
demic research activity into commercialization.
SmartZones are aimed directly at this connection.
And now that there are 11 SmartZones, it's possi-
ble to see how one area compares with anotherin -
linking research to the business world.

l asked Doug Rnthw:ll, CEO of the Michigan

our y
than just

another gov-
ermnment pro-

gram
announced by
an aspirant
for higher
office.
Sofarasl

Phll Power

program is unique in America; An integrated way
to encourage links between research done in uni-
versity labs to the business community to new
high tech companies, importantly coupled with a
method of financing the infrastructure required
to make these “virtual business parks" really take

“Losing sports teams get i
while award-winning choirs, theater programs
and stud iced and und !

off,
The ono in Weauzm qunn County, “Pinnacle
" ia d to create a state-of-th
art relll estate development thnt builds on and

od”

go the new Airport. The
vision is to transform around 1,200 acres of
Students also stand up for their teach ask- ilized ty d land around the air-

ing for more flexibility and creativity for individ-
ual teachers, Christopher Gansen of Livonin
Stevenson High School writes, “Teachers fre-
quently cannot teach what they deem necessary

use the standard curriculum does not allow
tima for it. By allowing teachers to teach what
they want to, they can expose students to a wider
variety of materials and provide for more in-
depth learning.”

Our special section provides more thoughtful
commentary from these young people along with
heartfelt tributes to the outstanding teachers
who prodded them to give their beat,
mHuw can we be pessimistic with a future like

is?

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Observer Newspapers. He can be
reac ed byphona nt (734) 953-2149, by e-mail
at b, net or by fax at

(734) 591-7279.

portintoa hlgh-qunhty mixed business and tech-
nology zone.

SmartZones will be allowed to capture the
in property and school taxes s the busi-
ness climate improves, much like the tax incre.
ment ﬁnnnmng system used to fund downtown
as. The can be used to
buﬂd infrnllructure mnmng l'mm sewers Lo high-

what the
criteria were for picking t.he 11 sites. “The busi-
ness realism and viability of the proposals, main-
ly,” he respanded. “Of course, we were interested

SmartZones will be allowed to
capture the growth In property and
school taxes as the business
clifmate improves, much like the tax

Increment financing system used to .
fund downtown development areas.

in the to universities an h
labs, and we looked at amenities lxke incubators,
1ab space, even day care facilities.”

Rothwell also stressed SmartZones aa a way to
rebrand the image and direction of Michigan's
inner cities, “We deliberately tried to locate most
SmartZones in traditional core cities instend of  ~
the suburba, Michigan eimply cannot achieve its
potential unless our cities are vibrant. So this
program links our ability to compete nationally in
the technology sector with revitalizing our tradi-
tional downtowns. It's a real two-fer.”

The SmartZone program made it into the head-
lines for a day or two a couple of weeks ago. I
hnppen to t.hmk it might just turn cut to be uf

1 and lasting imp ink

to
houae high-tech companies and ereating support
facilities like R&D and testing laba,
So what does it all mean?
It means that Mnch:gnn for the first time in my
memory is getting serious about pumng wgether
the elements that led to of high-

Phil Power, in addition to being the Chair-
man of the company that owns this newspa-
per, is a member of the board of the Michi.
gan Economlc Devdopmzn! Corporation. He

his

tech powerhouses like R.uute 128 outside Boston
and Silicon Valley in California. Both centers
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ACAD

You've always known she was
headed for Lawrence Tech...
Who thought it would be in
11¢h grade?

1f your 11th or 12¢h grader has a career goal in eagineeting, compurer science
ar management, he of she can begin courses now that will provide a jump
start on a college degree - while still in high school.

Advanced Technology Academy, an innavative public charter school, open
on the campus of Lawrence Techrological University in Souchfield, this fall.
The academy is designed to blend the last two years of high school with the
(irst two years of college, with scudents earning up to a year of advanced
college placement while obtaining a high school diploma.

Students at ATA have access to cxperienced instructors, high tech facilities and
all university resources, including the library, computer and science labs, the
field house end dining facilitics.

Tuition is free, but space is limited.
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Enrollment Open House
Registration for Fall 2001
Saturday, May 5, 2001, 9-11 am
Saturday, May 12, 2001, 9-11 am

LOGY

Call 248-204-3980 for more information




