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Hills budget work: City
Council members will
hold a series of budget
study sessions Monday at
6 p.m., Tuesday at 6:30
p.m. and 6 p.m. Thurs-
day at City Hall,

Meet and Greet: The
Farmington Area Jaycees
are hosting a Wine &
Cheszse Social on Wednes-
day, May 9, 7-9 p.m. at
the Drakeshire Apart-
ments Clubhouse. For
more information call
(248) 477-JCCS8 or visit
their Web site www.fajc.
freeservers.com.

Denr Subscribors:

Stop in the Farmington Obscrver
office at 33411 Grand River in
downtown Farmington between 9
a.m. and § p.m, weekdays and pick

up your free Gold C Entertainment |°
Book filled with valuable coupons
to aren restaurants, movie theaters
and sporting events.

The Gold C book is our way of
snying ‘Thank You!’ to our loyal
subscribers.  °

Thank you for your support. We
are pleased to have you as n cus-
tomer. Our free gilt applies to both
office pay and casrier collect
customers of the Farmington
Observer,

Sincerely,

Susan Rosick
Publisher
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Rape victims such as a Ferndale
woman who testificd recently before
the state House Criminal Justice Com-
mittee now have more clout when it
comes to convicting their assailants,
with a big assist from Farmington
Hills state Rep. Androw Raczkowski.

The 37th Houso District Republican
apparently played a crucial role in
tacking on an amendment to new legis-
lation that offers further protection for
the'victims of violent erime. ‘That
amendment totally eliminates the
statuto of limitations for first-degree
criminal sexual assavit.

“I am ecstatic,” said Raczkowski
Wedneeday, several hours after state

Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus signed the
bill into law. “That is a big picce of leg-
islation, ... Michigan is now in the fore-
frant” of those states with such a mea-
sura,

Meanwhile, Senate Bill 1, sponsored
by state Sen. Shirley Johnson, cxtends
from six-to-10 years the statute of limi-
tations for sccond-, third- and fourth-
degree criminal sexual conduct,
attempted murder and manslaughter
and holds the statute of limitations for
crimes where there are no suspects
matching available DNA evidence.

Senate Bill 1 was gigned into law
Wednesday by Lt. Gov. Dick Posthu-
mus.
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Rocky adds clout to rape law

An amendment offered by State Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski has helped strengthen the cases
of rape victims whose assailants may take
years to find and bring to trial, by extending
the statute of limitations for such crimes.
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Rnczkowski's amendment added
d murder, laugt an
first-degree home invasion to the list.

At the time Johnson's bill was being
reviewed by the Criminal Justice Com-
mittee earlier this year, Raczkowski
gave it the support it needed to become
law. Hearing the testimony of Ferndale
woman Jehnene Barr apparently was
enough for Raczkowski to become
involved.

“Senator Johnson always wanted
there to be no statute of limitations on
rape cases,” said Stacey Hanysok, a
legislntive aide for the senator. “That's
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Once
around

the floor

Mary Orlowski and David
Peterson (left) danced the
afternoon away at the Stu-
dent-Senior Prom held this
week. The annual cvent
brings high school stu-
dents and senior citizens
together for an afternoon
of socializing, dancing and
refreshments. Below, left,
everyone joined in a square
dance session, and below
right, Amanda Baranows-
ki and David Fettig take a
turn around the dance
floor to the sounds of the
Farmington High School

Jazz Engemble.
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Try-outs: Thedocal band Bessie auditioned this week for Farm-

ington Extreme, a talent/variety show and fund-raiser.

BY SUE BUcK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.avt

Brion Gaughan will take it to the
extreme agnin this year — Farmington
Extreme,

Gaughan hopes to build on last
year's districtwide variety show, which
includes acta by students in the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills area. He
called Inst year's show, the first, a suc-
CeBS.

The benefit concert for Neighborhood
House, a local charity that linka people
in need to food, clothing and shelter,

to include four high schools

took in more than $800 last year,
Gaughan said.

“We hope to get a bigger audience
this yenr,” snid the 18-year-old Farm-
ington High senior. “Mercy High
School wasn't involved last year.”

The show combines the talent of stu-
dents from Farmington, Harrison,
North Farmington and Mercy High
achools. He contacted students he
knew through other events to get more
acts on board,

“There has never been an event
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BY TIM SMITH
STAF? WRITER
ismith@oc.homecomm.nct

People have a chance to give a
unique Mother's Day gift - by
donating blood Wednesday after-
noon at the Farmington Hills lIce
Arena.

According to Amy Neale of the
American Red Cross, the gonl is for
at least 70 people to donate at the
2-8 p.m. open blood drive, the first
held at the Eight Mile Road arena.
Blood is needed to help stock up for

Honor mom at blood drive

the summer months, when supplics
are impacted by vacations and holi-
days.

“With holidays coming up and
schools going on vacation, we have
to fill that void somchow,” Neale
said, “We just nced help getting a
jump on the holidays and this is
perfect timing for that,”

Donors also can donate in Mom's
honor, as there will be Mother's
Day gift cards available from the
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