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Choral Concert: Ars Nova perform a concert of music by Brahms, Dvoral, P.D.Q.
Bach, and Debussy at First United Methodist Church in Garden City.

Art Beat features various hap-
penings in the suburban art
world, Send Wayne County arts
news leads to Art Baat 'Obscrver

951 Py

3, J6.

Livonia M 4 48160, or fox them ©
{734) 681-7279.
AWARDS RECEPTION

The Wayne County Council for
Arts, History & Humanities pre-
sents the 2001 Recogn
Awards to honor outstanding
cultural programs, institutiona
and those who nuppun and par-
ticipate in them, 6 p.m. Monday,
May 7 at Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan, 600 East Lafayette,
Detroit, The reception is open to
the public, There is no charge.
Call (313) 943-3085 for informa-
tion.

Recipients include blues musi-
cian Robert Jones for the
Artist/Performer Award; Robert

CHORAL CONCERT

Ars Nova, a 26-member choral
ensemble, will give a concert
7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 12 at
First United Methodist Church,
6443 Merriman Road, Garden

City.

Tickets $8, $6 seniors, for ages

under 18. For more information,
cul\ (734) 421-8628.

“My Spirit Sang All Day” will
feature music by Brahms, Dvo-
rak, Britten, P.D.Q. Bach,
Dubuuy. and other composers.
Ars Nove was founded by its
music director Craig Scott
Symnm in 1985‘ Symons is

ist at First

“Australian Outback - Down
Under” this year's Summer Art
Camp.

Students will explore a variety
of medin at three locations: D &
M Studioes, 8691 N, Lilley in
Canton, Plymouth Cultural Cen-
ter, 5256 Farmer, and Summit on
the Park, 46000 Summit Park-
way, Cnnwn.

Register and poy for tuition
before May 31 to receive a 10
pereent discount. Call (734) 453-
3710,

YOUTH ARTS FESTIVAL

More than 1,000 of the state’s

ﬁnest young umau will gather

usic
United Methodist Church in
Royal Qak where he overscea

day-Saturday, May 10-12
fcr the 39th annual Michigan
Yn_ut}_1 Arta_ Festival at Weutem

nine voeal and handbell choirs
and a performing arts series. He
holds master and doctor of musi-
cal arts degrees fmm the Umvcr-

in K

Thi! yenrs guest nrhst, Greg
Reuter, is a music theater

W. Curtis of Detroit, Vol
Award; Grosso Point Theatre,
Commissioner'a Award; Paul
Ganson, County Executive
Award, and the late Edsel B.
Reid, Council’'s Award.

FINE ART SERIES

Enjoy an evening of swing and
jozz 7 p.m. Sunday, May 6 at
First Presbyterian Church of
Northville.

Five Guys Named Mos, an
Ann Arbor based quintet, will
perform a mix of swing ranging
from old vocal standards to jazz
inatrumentals, Western swing
and free-wheeling be-bop. Mem-
bers include Myron Grant, Eric
Nyhuis, Erin Roberts, Jake
Reichbart and Mary Seethorst.

Tickets $165 at the door. Call
(248) 349-0911.

TUNE THAT NAME

The Farmington Community
Chorus presents their 22nd
annual spring concert, “Tune
That Nome,” 8 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, May 11-12 at Farmington
High School on Shiawasce, west
of Orchard Lake Road,

The 80-voice chorus, under the
direction of Steven SeGraves,
will perform some of your
favorite music, The Perfect
Blend, a select group made up of
12 voices will also perform.
Solos, duets, and special guest
Kelly Garver Nicto Miss Michi-
gan 1986) on the country fiddle
will round out the program.

Tickets $10 in advance, $8
seniors/students; $12 at the door
or on the Web. Call (248) 788-
5322 or go on-line to www.farm-
ingtonchorus,com,

sity of Michij
he hns Jed Wayne su\uz Univer-
sity’s Men's Glee Club.

“He's a very good director,”
said Denicl Showalter who
joined the ensemble in 1980,
Showalter is a substitute teacher
in Westland in addition to con-
ducting the train at Greenfield
Village in Dearborn. *He tries to
pick out picces that you usually
don’t hear. Classical pieces that
sound wonderful.”

ART CLASSES

..Learn printmaking.tochniques
to create watercolor and oil
monotyping, colligraphs, acetate
etching and relieve, lino and
woodcuts during classes with
Staci Miron in Novi,

ber of the F:

and a gradu-
ate of the Creative and Perform-
ing Art program at Churchill
High School. A troupe from the
Livonia Public Schools CAPA
program will perform at the
Gala on opening night Thursday,
May 10.

Uniqun to the state of Michi-
gan, the festival honors Michi-
gan high school atudents gifted
in dance, drama, instrumental
and vocal musie, visual arts, cre-
ative writing, film and video,
More than 60,000 students from
ncross the state become involved
in the adjudication process that
results in over 900 students
being invited to participate in
the festival,

Artists Club, Miron will teach
classes 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday through June 26. The
cost is $80 plus a $25 material
fee. Space is limited. To reserve
your scat, call (248) 668-1718
YOUTH ART COMPETITION

The Metro Detroit Friends of
Polish Art and Orchard Loke
Schools hoat their annual Youth
Art Competition Sunday-Satur-
day, May 6-26 in tho schools
Galerin, Orchard Lake and Com-
merce ronds.

The themo this year is “The
Faces of Poland in Dotroit.”
Hours are noon tn 5 p,m Satur-

o ECEPT!

“The Focus on the Misaion”
photography exhibit will open
with a reception 6-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 10 at the Focus: HOPE
Gallery in the Center for
Advanced Technologies building
at 1400 Oakman Boulevard,
Dearborn.

Fifty-two students from more
than 30 high schools in metro
Detroit camo together recently
o8 part of a diversity project
spensored by the community arts
department at Focus: HOPE.

The photography project chal-
lenged participants through dis-
cussion, intcrnclwe activities
and ph to

day-Sunday,
ment. Call (248) 653 0345.
SUMMER ART CAMP

D & M Studios, in cooperation
with Canton Leisure Services
and the City of Plymouth’'s
Recrention Department, present

think about the rola of diversity
in their lives and communities.
‘The goal was to leave with new
friends, experiences and a better
knowledge and respect for other
cultures.

Power of words inspires
children’s book author

BY ALICE REEIN
STAPY WRITER

For Ann Arbor author Kurt
Hassler, the idea for writing a
children’s book came out of a
rather heady class in medioval
literature he took while attend-
ing Indiana University,

He became intrigued with the
power of the word and how
wards were thought to possesa

power,

That's what planted the seed
for Hannah and the Homunculus
that Ann Arbor-based Sleeping
Bear press recently published,

Hannah is a precocious girl
whose “No” is stolen in the night
by a rag doll obsessed with
increasing his vocabulary, When
Homunculus captures her pre-
clous negation in a jar, Hannah
literally can’t say no to her
father's request for her to eat her
oatmeal, or her mother's request
to clean the garage.

Hannah d di

ment in the woods, where she
happens upon the rag doll’s tree
stump and stash of other words
asuch as “compromise,” "stale-
mate” and *impasse.”

She engages in a word battle
with Homunculus, and finally
strikes a doal. She knows where
else that he can find her word,

After two yoars of thinking
about the Hannah character,
Hassler wrote the book in one
afternoon in Central Park. He
chose the nemesis to be
homunculus because it is an
obscure word that's fun to say,

*1 think this is particularly
important with little girls,” he
said, noting that one of Han-
nah’s stroengths is that she i
outspoken and not afraid to say

no.

Ilustrated by award-winning
artist Kate Darnell, Hannah and
the Homunculus is o visual feast
of bold color and movement. She
also illustrated Fibblestax that
was published lnst year by
Slesping Bear Press.

Hassler said that he will feel o
sense of accomplishment if peo-
ple read the book and can take

but hardly a voeabulary staple.
*I like the idea of \.\lllIK chal.
lenging words in children's liter-
ature,” said Hasaler, "So much
today ia simple, and while that's
a good start, I like to build on
that. It fits into my phllmphy of
the power of the word,”

What Hassler also wanted to
-c:nmpliah was to eatablish o
that had a real voice.

or p

hing away from it. *I want
children to raise questions, and
begin to grow a new vocabulary,”
he aaid,

Kurt Hassler will be signing
copies of his book at Borders
Books and Music in downtown
Ann Arbor at 2 p.m, Sunday.
May 6, and at Arborland Mall in
Ann Arbor at 8 p.m. Saturday,
June 9.



