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Law from page Al

something we couldn’t accom-
plish in the Senatn. But when it
got to the House, Johnene Barr
came up” to testify, “.. Andrew
Raczkowsaki was very instru-
mental m gotting this amend-

.ment on.”
+ The victim testified about how

the parson who raped her in
1990 had not been found and
that there was no hope of a con-
viction under the existing law,
That's because the statute of
limitations for cases involving
DNA cvidence of sexual assault

only extended just six yoars,.

Shalimar Gift Set

1.7 spray, shower gat, lolion

$125value...........

LAir du Temp Gift Set
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$39.99
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Bvilgari
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Gucei Rush
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. $31.99

All Givenchy Fragrances 20% off,
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indecence

from the newest, to the classics,
to your hard to find favorites...
all at discount prices.
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{The time begins when a suspect
with matching DNA is found.)

“Criminals must nover be able
to slip from the hands of justice
on a technicality,” said
Raczkowski, nbout the case
involving Barr. “The wounds
don’t go away for victims of rape;
neither should the possibility of
the perpetrator going to prison
for the crime.”

Rapidly improving technology
also will help solve old crimes.

“Our laws must adapt to take
advantage of advances in foren-
sics,” Raczkowski said. “By
reforming the statute of limita-
tions, we are empowering law
enforcement and, more impor-
tantly, giving hope to victims in
thmr desire for cloaum

Chiefs say new law could help with old crimes

By T SMITH
STAFP WRITER
tsmith@oc.homocomm.nat

One might call it coincidence,
irony or luck.

But on the very day state Lt.
Gov, Dick Posthumus signed a
law that removes or extends the
atatute of limitations on serious
cases such as rape, an 18-year-
old Farmington Hills woman
roported to polica thot she was
sexually assaulted in 1891 by
her baby-sitter,

The new measure, sponsored
by stato Sen, Shirley Johnson
(R Royul Qak) und signed

match is found.

But the real xmpnct of the law
probably won't he known for
years, said Goss.

“As far as digging up old
casoa,” Goss said, “if the ovi-
denca is there we probably
should. But if you don’t have a
suspect, it doesn't make a whole
lot of sense.”

Both pnhco chiefs said
improvements in DNA technole.
gy need to be capitalized on in
golving cases. -

“DNA is bringing us into a
new era in forensic science,”
Goss said. “It's prohubly having
Jjust as important an impact as

Directar Gary Goss, like Dwyer,
said Senate Bill 1 is something
that could prove to be effective
in solving old crimes and per-
haps keeping new ones from
bemg comumit
'When you commit an offonse,
you may get away with it today,
this week or even this month,”
Goss said, “But you never know.
... You could be warm and
happy, living a comfortable life,
and officers knock on your door
10 years later. You have to think
befote you commit the act.”
Goss added that removing the
statute for l’rst-dngren CSC is
“because it's such o

will

enable police investigators to re-

open that criminal sexual con-
duct cage and othors like it.

“thlously. cnmmnls should

for hm offorts, which made the
bill *far more superior aftor
leaving the House. I am grateful
for his willingness to play a key
role on behalf of victime of vio-
lent crime.”

face r lity for serious
erimes, regardless of how many
years have expired,” snid Farm-
glwgmn Hills polico Chiel William

yer,
Farmington Public Safety
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fingerprints were (having) back
in the 1800s."

The new bill potentially could
carry more clout if a DNA data
bank for sex offenders is estab-
lished.

Such a data bank, Dwyer said,
“can make proaacutmn almost
certain in cases dating more
than several years,”

violent crime, one that leaves &
stigma that lasts a lifetime.”
Johnsaon's bill extends, from
8ix-t0-10 years, the statute of
limitations for cases auch as sec-
ond-, third-, and fourth-degree
criminal sexual conduct, The
clock on the statuto of limita-
tions doesn't begin in cases
where DNA is involved until a

. 4
Rotary to host Chinese delegatiod

The Farmington Rotary Club strong partnerships, it is impor-
will be hosting 45 business stu- tant to have a better under-
dents from Sh hai, China, at ding of our possible trading
their regular noon luncheon
meeting on Tuesday, May 8, at
the Willianm Costick Activities
Center in Farmington Hills.

The students will be accompa-
nicd by the president of Shang-
hai School of Busineas; Dr, Stu-
art Arendf, dean of Madonna
School of Business and Dr. Betty
Jean Hebel, professor of busi-
ness;.

As the international market
with China grows, and Michigan
leadership working to foster

partners.

Guests invited include past
district governors of Rotary
International, along with the
current Rotary District Gover-
nor Keith Koke.

Also invited are Farmington
Hills Mayor Nancy Bates and
City Manager Steve Brock,
along with Farmington Mayor
William Hartsock and City Man-
ager Frank Lauhofl.

For information or reserva-
tions, call 248-473.8545.
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BE ONE OF THE GUESTS AT
YOUR OWN GRADUATION PARTY!

» Baked Chlcken
* BBQ Chicken
fostaccioli
» Toased or Grock Salad
)| * Homemade Garlic Bread
f| ¢ Itallan Meatballs
MANY OTHER PACKAGES AVAILAI]LE
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OTHER LOCATIONS:

CLEALGIEUECLTELITIIP o Madison Heights ® Dearborn Heights ¢ Canton Township

2001 8, Rocllu’ter Road iecttaPapa doe (248) 8536633
and RIVer (car.of Grand River & Raggerty) |

(248) 476-0044 =
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SAN MARINO GOLF COURSE

26634 Malsied Road « 5. of 12 Mile

X
248-476-5193

Don’t miss our regular 3
Sunday Breakfast Buffet 9:30 am - 2:00 pm
OPEN FOR LUNCIL & DINNER MON.-FRL, 10:30 Am-9:30 pm !
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