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Career night

 Retiring school curriculum leader’s legacy toasted,

By TIM SMITH
BTAY? WRITER
tamlth@oe.homocomm.net

t was 8 night of Judy
White look-alikes, good.
natured barbs and flat-out
affection for the woman who is
soon retiring from Farmington
Public Schools.

ite, the district's assistant
_superintendent of instructionnl
services for 156 years, was ronst-
ed and tonsted during an emo-
tion-packed retirement dinner
party April 27 at Glen Oaks

. Country Club, Colleagues from

throughout her career attended

the uplifting festivities, as did
several members of her family.

“Judy White is retiring, good

. times are about to begin,” joked

program emcee Richard Strousz,

one of many curriculum develop-

* ment staffers attending the

humor-tinged shindig.

In keeping with the tone of the
occasion, guests watched parody
videos whero stafiers teased
White ~ sented in the front row —
for her penchant for progressive
initiatives such as high school

black scheduling and brain-
- based learning.

For example, the three high
school principals nnd central
office administrator Jim Mycrs

- gathered for a “meeting” nbout

- brain-based learning, something
touted by White because it
demonstrates children learn
many ways and on a number of
levels, The administrators meet,
armed with folders and bindera
of reaearch, But when they
remember that White is retiring,
they scurry to drop the materials
into the trash bin.

" In another video, titled “Judy
* White This is Your Life,” Harri-
son High School teacher Joyce
Tomlinson portrays White, right
down to mannerisms and vocal
inflection. Several in d

STAFY PUCTO BY DILL BRESUEX

Heart and soul: Judy White, shown giving her “Teaching with Heart and Soul” speech to new teachers before the
2000-01 school year, is leaving Farmington Public Schools after 15 years. She was honored recently during a
retirement dinner at Glen Oaks Couniry Club.

He said one of White's favorite
expressions is “Before criticizing
someone, walk a mile in his
shoes. That way, if you are criti-
cal, you are a mile away and you
have hia shocs.”

also said they couldn’t get over
. how much Tomlinson looked like
the guest of honor,

William Grace Elementary
School Principnl Mark Morawski
repr d =ll el ary
school pri 18, pri ing

Before luding his vemarks,
however, Chrzanowski grew
serious. He emphasized White's
role in the improvement of the
relationship between the district
and teacher’s union over the
past 16 years — most recently

White with gifts. Some were

gags, others were poignant, like
- n "kaleidoscope key chain,

described by Moraweki as “an
< instrument of vision.”

Among those giving specches
was Farmington Education
Association President Tom
: Chrzanowski. Like the others
: who spoke, Chrzanowski's trib-
- ute included humor and candor.

: Walking a mile

d in collaborative col-
lective bargaining sessions.
“There’s been no grenter

career? 1 haven't got a clue,”
White said. “But if you could
dream how to end a 35-year
career, this is how it would be, it
would be with a roomful (of
friends). It doesn’t get any better
than this.”

White then referred to her
trademark teacher orientation
workshop, “Teaching with Heart
and Soul,” which she presented
to new teachers before the begin-
ning of every school year.

“In ‘Teaching with Heart and
Soul,’ they write at the end of

the journni what people would
say at the end of their carcer,”
White said. *Well, it was said
tonight.”

Thank you

She gave special thanks to the
recretaries who made her life
casier during the years, includ-
ing her current assistant, Helen
Hill. She thanked her “right-
hand man,” curriculum/ staff
development director Jerry
Fouchey, and asked members of
the instructional department to

stand up.

*Nowhere has there been a
better group of people,” White
said to the depnrtment. “You
guys have put up with a lot of
change since I've been here, But
we've bonded and truly been a
team.”

Former colleagues from
White's previous district, Ypsi-
lanti Public Schools, were toast-
ed as were Farmington's current
district leaders,

“I couldn’t end my career with
someone I love any more as a

‘roasted’

superintendent and as a friend,”
said White, to Farmington
schools Superintendent Bob
Maxfield. “You have taken the
lid off of Judy White and, some
days, he wanted the lid back

on,

And, to the union's
Chrzanowski and Zan Alley of
the Michigan Education Associ-
ation, White noted that “We
started with our fists up, but
ended with our hands togethes.”

Before ending her commenta,
White talked about her future
plans. In no particular order,
those include traveling to Alas-
ka, teaching clnsses at Eastern
Michigan University, writing a
book, serving her church 'nnd

an ed
firm, to be called Successful
Journeys.

“I am still a teacher,” White
snid, with emotion. “And T atill
desire to teach ... and support
others in their quest for learn-
ing. And I will (strive to} bring
every child in this country to o
place where their skills are rec-
ognized.”

More kudos

Farmington's Maxfield and
school board President Frank
Reid also gave heartfelt thanks
to White, who is retiring effec-
tive Juiy 1.

“What she's done to help us be
80 successful is influence us dra-
matically, helping us rethink
how we treat each other,” said
Maxfield, listing initintives such
as the launching of the Galileo
Leadership Academy and ele-
mentary school study.

“You've always directly trans-
lated your personal growth into
our growth as a district,” added
Reid, calling the retirement
party a bittersweet experience. -

Among former collensguos
attending the program was Jifm
Hawkins, one-time superinten-
dent in Ypsilanti schools. -

“She's probably the best cuf-
riculum person I've worked with
in my life,” said Hawkins, among
those who stepped up to the
podium to honor White, “Next to
God, she's the best thing for
school districts and people.”

defender of teacher professi

ism in our district,” he said. “..
Judy White is a person of great
vision who devecloped the plan
and got it done, time and time
again.”

The evening, of course, could
not be complete without White
reciprocating the words of love
and respect.

“How do you end a 35-year
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Zwhich combines nll of the high
> schools,” he said.
When Gaugh

ington Hills). .
“I haven't talked to him for
the awhile,” Raczkowski said. “I will

“thought about a title, just saying
hat the event will be didn’t cut

. “District Talent Show is kind
< of wordy,” he said.
So he came up with Farming-
“ton Extreme.
He sought the advice of Nor-
‘man Logan, director of instru-
mental music at Farmington
High School. *This was his
brainchild to do something as a
community project,” Logan said.
“It waa a big draw lnst year.”
Early on, Gaughan di

help with whatever he wants, if
he wants me to M.C. or donate
funds.”

This year's event will be held
at 7:30 p.m. May 18 in the
Formington High School audito-
rium, 32000 Shinwassce. Con-
temporary Awards will provide
plaques, he said.

Tickets are $7 for adults and
$5 for students. They will be
availoble ot all the high schools
starting May 14.

For more information contaet
Gaughan through www.larming-

"his plans with state Rep.
{Andrew Raczkowski (R-Farm-

ton extreme.com
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- Red Cross for those who want
“them. The card reads that the
: donor *"gave the gift of lifc as a
* tribute to you.”

*So if they run out of ideas it's
. o neat gift to give,” Neale added.

- Plenty of room

© The ice arona blood drive,
- sponsored by the city of Farm-
“ington Hills, will augment the
: January nnd August events held
:at the Fnrn‘l_ington Hills Fire
« D t d

Lake-11 Mile fire station.

Having about 1,200-square-
feet of available space on the
sceond floor of the arenn, plus
ample parking room, further
convinced Henderson to set up
the drive,

"I just couldn’t see passing it
up,” Henderson anid, *We have
the elbow room.”

Henderson is keeping her fin-
gera crossed that there will be
late rush to donate. As of

day, only about 10 pco-

Neale said holding o drive on
* the southern edge of Farmington
2 Hillg will help bring in donors
* from a different part of the city,
< na well an from nearby commu-
* nities such as Livonia. “We're
* always trying to branch out into
: different locations, because you
- get a different donor base.”

Hills arcna employee Beth
‘Henderson, who coordinated
I Wednesday's event, said she
. came up with the iden to host a
- drive after having trouble find-
-ing a parking spot while donnt-
:ing in January at the Orchard

ple had made nppointments.
Those include two college-age
girls, arcna employees making
their first donations.

All donors and volunteers
warking the drive will enjoy Otis
Spunkmeyer cookies, to be
baked on the premisca, Hender-
son said. The company donated
a case of the cookiea for the
cause.

The Ice Arcna is at 35500 W.
FEight Mile Road, betireen Farm-
ington-Halsted roads. For infor-
mation, contact Beth Henderson,
(248) 478-8800, Ext. 100.
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pravents Colour Takes, o special gift for you. Exclusively at Sak Fikh Avenve.
Yours® with any Lancsme purchose of $25 or more, Colour Tokes includes
two Rullsize LipColours and a Maguiriche Eya Colour Quartet in your choice
of Retro or Contampo colour poletes, plus Définicils High Def
in Block, Rénorgie Double Performance AntiWhrinkla and Firming Creme,
Re-Surfoce Retinol Concentrote Wrinkle Corrector, 2 Piece Bruth Sei,
and a chic, lizard print cosmetics cose. On the Street Floor.

Discover Loncdme Re-Surfocs Eye

Introducing the first wrinkle corrector for ayes ko detiver Retno! Concentiate

via a patenied Nanocopsule techrology. Re-Surface Eys hornesses oll the power

of Retinol, the purest form of Vitamin A, for continuous wrinkle-smoothing berefits
for up to 16 bous. .5 A. oz, $45.

ion Mascaro

The Somerset Colechon, Big Beover ot Coohdge, Troy (248) 843 9000,

TONE 1O A CUSTOMER, PLEASE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST,
*vough Frdary 10 %0 O, Sawrdoy 1010 7. Sunday 1210 &
VISIT SAKS.COM 24 HOURS A DAY.



