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History is all around us.
It's where we jog, bicycle, play baseball and
‘picnic.
! History i8 alive in Hines Park, o jewel that
wends its way through western Wayne County
ifrom Dearborn to Northville, following the path
nf the Middle Rouge River, providing both a flood
! plain and =n
beautiful multi-
use park.
At one time, it
was also a place
for  thriving
industries.
Wayne County
Commissioner
Lyn Bankes, R-
Livonie, haa
become so excit-
ed about Hines’
many potentials
thnl she has
- the
park's  chief
chesrleader.
Sbes bcf.'n eacvrtmg everyane from Caunty Exec-*

iHugh Gallagher

OTHER OPINIONS

'i‘outmg Hines Park’s history
should yield future dividends

The county has set up n canooe livery near this
site. Bankea has an idea for teaching students
about the gathering of tho tribes and then having
them experience traveling in canocs as the
Native Americans once did.

Algo near this site is Perrinsville School (Farm-
ington and Ann Arbor Trail). A modern school
aurrounds the original ane-room school built by
Henry Ford, after he caught a wayward young
man throwmg rocks at his mill windows and
found the area didn't have a school.

As you drive along the park, which was devel-
oped by the county in the 1920s, you pass the

On Friday, a fully booked bus will take
a large group of county officials and
area club members along the route,

other milla that Ford acquired - the Newburgh
Mill, which is now a sherills office where the
mounted patrol’s horses get to graze by the
recently refurbished Lake Newburgh; Wilcox
Mill, wlll‘ich Dunkes envisions as a possiblo site

utive Ed school ad

to

is newspaper editor, urging them to share her

‘vman for the park as a combination tourist
inttraction and indoor-outdoor schoolroom.

On Fridny, a fully booked bus will take a large

up of county officials and area club members

o

!;lg the same route,

Y

and she has a good product to pmmcu, thuugh it
takes a certain vision to sce beyond the years of
accumulated deterioration.
Thia scenic park has been a place where histo-
ry was made and where noture still thrives.
_Hines Park was a meeting place for Native
American tribes, a atop along the Underground
Railroad that spirittd slaves from harm’s wny
and the site for scveral mills, eventually brought
u;gelher by Henry Ford to become amall factories
in a bucolic setting.
Bankes has created a tour bascd on a book by
Nancy Darga of the Wayne County Parks
Department and Julie Stewart, a local historian,
that they created on the Ford Village Industry
Mills for the Auto National Heritage Area,
,But the mills are just part of a story that
seems to touch on every area of important Ameri-
can history, all in cur backyard,

She begins her tour at the Nankin Mills site at
Hinea Drive and Ann Arbor Trail. The county
has created a history and natural science muse-

. in in the mill building.

‘This waa the first mill that Henry Ford bought ‘

in 1918. Across from the mill'is a clearing along
tho river where the Potawatami, Ottawa and
Ojibwa tribes would gather unnunlly in the
fpning.

for a ) ; Phoenix Mill, which
Ford turned m(u an all-female factory to produm
electrical parts and which Bankes promotes as a
monument to women workers; the villagoe of
Waterford, now part of Northville Township,
which was the site of Mead's Mill, where escaped
slaves worked and many lived in the small vil-
Inge on the hill above the mill. There is also a
fascinating old cemetery here.

In addition to the'mills, Hines has other attrac.
tions, natural and man-made. Casa Benton park
was the state’s first arboretum and has 325 vari-
eties of trees.

Unfortunately, they are not labeled nor is
there an casy path through the trees, something
that Bankes would like to sce corrected.

The comfort stations are another highlight of
the parks, with their attractive brick design and
tile roofs. Some are in need of repair and some
are beyond repair. A couple are architectural
gems that would provide not only rest rooms but

. attractive game rooms in the park,

Bankes ie urging schools to get students
involved in researching and writing the history
of this very interesting “backyard.” She would
like to use thesc student compositiona as an
attractive guide to Hines Park for visitors,

It's o great lden, a wonderful way to get stu-

dents involved in their own rich history, We're -

looking forward to rending the results,

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of

. The Observer Newspapers. He can be

mail a net or
faxa (734) 591-7279.

reached hy phone at (7:14) 953-2149, by e-
by

Mitzie  Lee
Cowl, u resident
of Centerline and

(A1l

Parent comes up
with ‘smoking gun’ in
state rule changes

than lump kids into groups and categories of dis-
ability.
'I'hc memo, Wlllmmsun gmd discusses special

parent opp d
to the state’s pro-
posed changes in
rules regarding
specinl educa-
lian. snys she's

Mike Malott

come up with “the smoking gu;

1t's an October 1995 memo fmm Mark Murray,
then director of the Michigan Depoartment of
Management and Budgct, urging changes to the
requirements for special education to provide
“greater local flexibility”™ and to “limit the state’s
future liability under the Headlee constitutional
language.” .

That's aignificant because the state Depart-
ment of Education and the Engler administration
insiat the rule changes on the table now for spe-
cia) education have nothing to de with the so-
called Durant lawsuits.

Beginning in the 1980s, Fitzgerald school board
member Donald Durant led 84 districts to victory
in a suit that clnimed the state had underfunded
special education, lunch programs, drivers educa-

tion and bilingual education. The giat of the case °

was that the state was failing to fund programs

to state House and
Sennte Icudera, it urged legislation to change
legal requirements.

That's very different than the currently pro-
posed rules, Williamson contended. The law has
been sct in place and these rules simply imple-

Who won the second Durant lawsult Is
stilf disputed, And now, even though
Donald Durant passed away In March,
a third case pending In the courts Is
often referred to as Durant il

ment it.

They carry out the intent of that legulnhon
Nothing in these rule changes can alter the law,
Williamson said, nor can they nffect funding for
specinl educnuun.

One isstia about the memo is not in dispute, iu
authenticity, Cowl won't say how she
get a hold of n cop}'. but no one in the uznte
that it’s a real memo

at a level needed to meet its own req
in violation 6f the Headlee amendment.

Who won the sccond Durant Jawsuit is still dis-
puted. And now, even though Donald Durant
passed away in March, a third case pending in
the courts is often referred to as Durant IIL

Not surprisingly, state officinls argue the sig-
nificance of the 1995 Murmy memo.

“They want to say it is n smoking gun,” Depart-
ment of Education spokésman T.d. Bucholz said,
“but it {s not. There is no smoking gun.”

Thu memo dates back three jobs for Murray,
now in the Treasury Department, Bucholz noted.

*“There is not anyone who says these rules don't
need to be changed,” Bucholz said. “These rules
have not been looked at in three decades.”

Mike Williamson, state assistant superinten-
dent, secs it a bit differently.

“There is always somebody that, no matter
what, says, ‘Don't change. Don't change.’ There
are probably some rules in this list that everyone
could agree need to be updated.”

Ta Williamson, the real issue is that Michigan's
rules on special education are 28 years old and
tho federal government updated its rules 20

years ago.
The sLnte is left with two sets of rules that are
often contradictory and
confusing,

Wiiliamson argued the proposed changes will
make it possible for programs to be crafted
around the individuni needs of ench child, rather

put out by Murray in 1895. Bucholz egreed that
it is authentic,

Cowl has posted it on the Internet. Readers
who are interested in taking a look for them-
selves can find it at http//www,

i ach B teab iefindex.htm. Cowl
said that Web site has become a center for infor
mation for those opposed to the rule changes.

Click on “What'a New,” then go to “Memos and
Reports that Show the Durant Influence.”

I'll leave it to your judgment about whether it
is a recently fired pistol.

To me, the memo indicates two things quite
clearly. One, a high ranking member of the
Engler administration has indeed proposed *to
make clear that the state’s requirementa for spe-
cial cducation shall not exceed federal require.
ments” a8 a result of the Durant case,

- Secondly, changes to the rules that generally
match a description of what the Department of
Education is trying to do now would have the ,
dual effect of both providing “greater Jocal flexi-
bility,” which the administration says is the goal,

“limit the state's future liability,” a purpose
the administration denfcs. .

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomant.net.

FEOSENTED By

WORLD'S
LARGEST
RUN"

- Finish Jline

Emry Fees: Adult (aga 13 & older) $15
Ry - F

‘Chltdren age § and under are FREE.

‘ iing at 4 a. m. in Hawaii ranglng {0 10 a.m. EST, we will stan
__'SK (3.1 mlle) run or a one mile fun walk to hel celebrale the
150"1 anniversary of the YMCA in Amerlca. e

" Date: June 2, 2001
_Place: Belie Isle, Detroit
Time: 10:00 a.m.

Chiid (age'6-12) $5

$18, if registered after May 18!Pf




