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Strong performances captivate audience in ‘Stalag 17’

Farmington Players prasent
“Statag 17, 8 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, through May 19 ot Barnes
& Noble, West Bloomfield, Tick-
eta 312, call (248) 653-2955,

BY BOB WEBEL

The Farmington I’luyors pro-
duction of Stalag 17

and Edmund Trzcinaki were two
of thoso prisoners. They portray
the atruggle for survival in a
brutal environment - and the
never-ending dreams of escapo —
against the dark comedy that
men engage in to get through
another day. Though the small
talk is i a bit forced

ly brings to life the story of men
who lived a less well-known
World War I1 expuricncu than
those popularized in Tom
Brokaw's highly ncclaimed The
Greatest Genceration. In case you
missed the hit 1953 movie ver-
sion, Stalag 17 is the story of air-
men in a German POW camp,
Playwrights Donald Bevan

and not spontaneous, the cast
humorously gripo about the rot-
ten food, Iack of showers, mail,
women, ctceteras, What carries
the play, however, is the sua-
pense of learning who among
these men is a snitch — an Amer-
ican who would sell out to the
Nozis!

Two prisoners have been shot
attempting to escape, and some-

one in the barracks must have
tipped off the Germans. The
most likely suspect appears to be
Sefton (Kirk Haas) who opening.
ly trades cigarettes for amall
favors from tho guards,

Haas, in voice and manner-
isms, crentes o sympathetic
loner from the working claas sec-
tion of Boston, Not educated, but
atreet-smart, he will play what-
ever gnmes it takes to make it
(Isn't that the way the world
works?)

Who's the traitor?

But whatever else he may be,
Sefton is no traitor. And one has
the impression that he has expe-
rienced tho terror of war, some-

thing that is lacking in some Then, there is John Yono, as the
other characters. Ross Gross- wise-cracking Marko, who deliv-
man, thankfully has that ers prison news. Could it even be
demesnor, and ho effectively the barracks leader, Hoffy,
plays Dunbar (from a wealthy played in a no-nonsense style by

and connected Boston family). A
clasa struggle develops with
Sefton, but whon the Germans
put Dunbar on trial for sab

Fred Karn? By the end of act one
it is clear who the culprit is. The
only quesdon is how will the oth-
ers react, including the Ger-

Sefton and others plan his
escape (of course, Sefton has his
own ulterior motives).

Jeff Miller, very tall, very
blond, very American-looking,
and very good as Price the air-
man in charge of barracks secu-
rity couldn't poasibly be the
agent, could he? What about
John Boufford, es Stosh, who
provides most of the comedy?

mans. Bob Liegle (8.8. Guard),
Darko Martinowsky (8.8, Offi-
cer) and Alan Madeleine (guard
Shultz) create a terrific ensem-
ble for the athers to play off.
Madeleine gives Shultz a very
human quality, and little of the
sillineas associated with the
Shultz character in the dopey
sitcom Hogan’s Hero's, In stark
contrast to the underbelly of war

"

comes “The Geneva Man” a civil-’
ian inspector, all dreased in fine’
clothes and played superbly by
Brett Mlinek. He underscores
the pretense and charade oft
international politica.

Director Hank Bennett does a
fine job in marshaling a large
cast of 17 men (he even plays a
small role himself) and getting®
strong performance from key
roles. Others in the play include
Joe Wachowski, Matt Yanke, Joe'
Marzka, Aaron Brown, Jim®
Jernigan and Bruce Madsen.

Bob Weibel lives in Westland
and writex about theater for the'
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers. ‘

Festive events offer a feast of sounds, sights and smells

BACKSTAGE It's that magi-
PASS cal scason ngnin

when the visual,
performing nnd
culinary arts

twined just for
the fun of it,
Featival season
is upon us, That
means  you'll
have an oppor-
tunity to fill
your calendar
with events that
offer live music from some of the
arca's best performers and

ANN
DELISH

become inter-

bands, often while expanding
your tastes in art and food.

Feast of sounds

One of my favorite ovents is
the Greektown Art Fair, a feast
of sounds, sights and smel!s that
adds even more cxcitement to
popular hub of activity,

What can we cxpect out of the
second annunl Detroit Electronic
Music Festival, scheduled for the
final weckend of May at Hart
Plaza? I look for spectacular
attendance that surpasses the
immense crowds at the inaugu-
ral event last year,
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Nother's Way Brunch

STOCKYARD RESTAURANT
IN THE RAMADA INN-SOUTHFIELD

i
- 17017 W. NINE MILE ROAD 3
MaAy 13, 2001 W 11:00 A.M. - 3:00 P. M. ’}
SALAD BAR

. tBost  SWEET
{ e eHoney Hame eAstodod Cakos g
& hangs Cote Sy Carved Turkey Brassi» Fried + Pudding

AT Cattah Flet» Chicken AL ~House

< Bewn Saad King + Saussge + Bacon 1
. Salad “:“_5""0“ Omeotte Above Indudes:
Coffee, Tea,

‘Adulis gn| - SpleGreenBesnt  orange Juice, %
¥ | cnildrensaz 9m e, Gr:ng'ullu.lufu §
{ Chlldrm"rundrv *Garden Blend Rice and Rolls ¢ Butter

*Greens. H
A ]

RFSERVATIONS 248-552-7777cxr. 228
r""""‘ pomogw
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The Amb dor Hotel and Confe Center in Southficld
(Formerly The Michkigan lan) presents
Mothers Day Brunch

May 13th, 2001
10:00AM 12:00PM 2:00PM

* Appetizers » Sea Food Statlon » Salad Station  Breakfast Entrees
* Hot Entrees ¢ Omclet Station » Omelets Cooked To Order
« Kids Station » Pasta Station * Carving Station

Adults: $24% Children (5-11) $12°*

FREE
Seniors $20°° CARNATIONS
+15% Gratulty Jor Mothers
BALLOONS
to Kids
248-552-8833
The Ambassador Hotel

16400 J, L. Hudson Dr « Southllcld. M1 48075
(Soutl of 9 Mile & East of Johnt Lodge Fuy)

SPECIALS

Ronst Prime Rib

Fried Shrimp....
3 1095

FRI,-SAT.-MAY 11th & 12th
Sudden Impact & Aahad
NO COVER CIIARGE!

Every.....
MONDAY-Larry Nosero

TUESDAY/THURSDAY .
Dave the DJ I

28500 Srhooleralt

LIVONIA - 425-5520
AMPLE LIGHTED PARKING
DAILY MON_.SAT. at 11:00 A.M.

The DEMF has d ated

Qmall

its international appenl, and
local interest should swell due to
the fact that the Detroit-based
originatora of the music genre
will be showcased.

Local warm weather attraction
seem to blossom their second
year. The Arts, Beats & Eats
Festival in Pontiac and the
Woodward Dream Cruise are a
couple of examples. By the third
year, there's usually a
groundswell of people trying to
curb popular events beeause of
the inevitable inconvenience
hordea of visitors can cause to an
area.
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Those with an aversion to
crowds can always turn to small-
er venuea, On May 13, Ann
Arbor's Kerrytown Concert
House presents the
Troubadours, a Detroit-based
classical guitar duo of Michael
Blaszkiewicz and David
Cocagne, If you are looking for &
more raucous experionce, the
promising local rock group Lucid
Jones has a May 11 date at Fer-
ndale's Magic Bag, and another
on May 18 at the Emerald The-
atre in Mount Clemens.

Then again, il you're looking
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On-line ! ™'
) 1800 567 |()°0

[ MUSICA VIVA WORLD MUSIC CONCERTS

in conjunction with

OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

present

nternational Festival of
World Music and Dance

FRIDAY, MAY 11th « 8 P.M.
Smith Theatre, Orchard Ridge, Farmington Hills
Orchard Lake Road, South of 12 Mile

$16 prepaid * $18 at the door ® $25 reserved
OCC student discount with ID

CALL 248-522-3667 HOT LINE

Top International Talent... Music of the World...

from the

“SUBLIME VOX A CAPELLA VOICES”

to the

HOT TANGO ARGENTINO LATIN DANCERS
and FLAMENCO...CALIENTE!!!

|

for convenience and intimacy
without a cover charge, let me
steer you to Detroit Public TV's
BACKSTAGE PASS, which fea-
tures in-studio performances by
the Troubadours and Lucid
Jones in an edition that pre-
mieres 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May

‘The weekly arts series is also
looking for you to participate in
an online Battle of the Bands for
an upcoming special edition.

Log on to www.bulutng .
epass.org and review the video -
vault of past performers. The
vote for your favorites.

As host of the program, I'v
had the opportunity to sce more
than 100 music performance
that have been presented during
the first five sensons of BACK.
STAGE PASS. We hope you lot |
us know which ones you liked :
best, 8o that we can keep them
coming.

Mother's Day Appreciation Brunch

17 a.m.
LIVE MUSIC

Our Chef will prepare
Sauteed Chicken Marsala, Baked Stuffed
Flounder,beurs, bianc, Acast Stuffed Pork Loin

-3 p.m.

Featuring

Resorvations
Requested

With savage sage drssing
Fresh Salad Bar Please Call
Sarving Staton | 248-350-2000 ext. 2
 Floast Breast of Adults $19.95 DOUBLETREE
reaifast Senlors $16.95 GUEST SUITES
Seloctions Chitdren 12 and undes SOUTHIELD §
Daossert Bar $9.95, under 3 free 28100 Franklin Rd.

ms«mnsans«mﬂnulnm

Franklin Rd. at Beck

WAYNE STATE
UNIVERSITY'

Don’t miss your last chance to see

e Rover

a swashbuckling sex romp filled with
adventure and romance

Playing until May 19th only
Call (313) 577-2972!

Hivserry THEATRE

Seopse e ions Now ox Sarn 1o N1 Seasos
Coae s Bos 8001 1ona !
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