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he much.loved Cleopatra’s

in Westland has done us a

big favor by opening a sec-
ond location in Wayne. Anyone
who has ever sampled the
restourant’s delicious Lebanese
cuigine and gracious hoapitality
knows tho only thing better than
ono Cleopatra’s is two,

The restaurants ara not
clones. The Westland location,
the “blue” Cleopatra’s, is small
and intimote with a very loyal
following. The larger “red”
Cleopatra's in Wayne is also a
nightelub, complete with a dance
floor and Arabic entertainment
on weekends 10 pam. to 2 aum. It
also has a special “argecleh”
room for those fond of shoring
the traditional Arabic waterpipe
{mild tobacco mixed with fruit
flavors).

However...“It's the same good
food and goed service,” said
owner Nawf Abou-dib, a full-
time teacher who helps her hus.
band, Tony, at the restaurants
on school breaks and weekends,

Good food

Cleopntra’s good food includes
the creamiest hummus in town,
the froshest tabbouleh and lun-
cheon apeciala - served on a
large silver platter with hum-

_mus, salad and rice — that defy

consumption at a single senting.
And if you haven't tried the gal-
labah - a spicy stew with either
chicken or meat, green peppers,
onions, mushrooma and garlic —
well, you're missing a real tasty
digh, Just don't forget the breath
mints,

“We're not like other Arabic
restaurants that cut tho ingredi-
ents for gallabah up ahead of
time, We cut and cook when the
customer asks for it,” said Tony’s
niece, Vera, who manages
Cleopatra's in Westland,

Mike Carrigan, who warks at
State Farm Insurance in Livo-
nia, often visits the Westland
location. “I've been working in
Livonia for just a little over a
year, and I've been hera 15
times. You can say that Carrigan
goes for the baked chicken on
Thursdays,” he said.

(734) 641-9030

Cleopatra’s
‘Where: 35159 E. Michigan Ave., Wayne, (734) 641-7390,

Houra: 10:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 10:30 a.m. to 2
a.m, Friddy; noon to 2 a.m. Saturday; noon to 10 a.m. Sunday

Credit cards: All major, except Diners Club.

W Westland focation: 7088 Wayne Road, Westland, (734) 427-
2100, Hours: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 21 a.m, to
10 p.m. Friday: nocn to 10 p.m, Saturdsy; closed Sunday,

Menu: Lebanese
culsine, Including
dally speclals.
Moderately priced.
Alcohol served.
Carryouts and
catering avallable.
Atmosphere: Open,
alry, lots of art-
work by owner's
son. Dance floor
and bar area,
Entertainment:
Arablc muslc,
including singer,
on Friday and Sat-
urday nights after
10:30 p.m.

Lots of people go for the baked

chicken, a Thursday entrée spe-
half

have introduced countless others
to its charms, cven those at first

cial. It's a lent

chicken basted with olive oil,
lemon and spices. Many peoplo
call ahead to reserve it, said
Vera. They also call ahead for
the lamb shanks, served on Fri-
doy. The shanks, cooked slowly
in tomato sauce and fresh car-
rots, are fall-off-the-bone tender.

“I have four lamb shanks
reserved for tonight,” said Vera,
“One time I had a customer come
in who heard about the lamb
shanks. He ordered four, When I
told him I only had two, he left
and came back the next week.”

But as any customer knows,
good food can lose its flavor fast
if & restaurant lncks hospitality.
That's never been truc at
Cleopatra's. “They toll me they
feel like home here,” said Vera.
“It’s so cozy here, And we give
them our time. Even if we are
busy, we talk to them.”

Vera said she has one cus-
tomer who fecls so at home he
serves himsclf his lemonade and
brings his dirty dishes back to
the kitchen.

I have been dining at Cleopa-
tra’s in Westland for years and

1 to try Leb fare.
I've persuaded them to try all
sorts of dishes, including the
baked potatoe kibbeh (my hus-
band's faverite), mujadra (lentils
cooked with rice and topped with
sautéed sliced onions) and
burghul, a true comfort food of
cooked cracked wheat, tomatocs
and green pepper.

Lorry Bogas and John
Cibrario, both Westland attor-
neys, are super loyal Cleopatra's
fans. Both attended the recent
grand opening in Wayne,

*I know a little bit about
Lebanese food, and I've found
this to be .., well, it's the closest
to my mother’s cooking that I
can find,” said Bogas.

“All I can say about the food is
it's phenomenal,” said Cibrario,
who confesged to onting at
Clcopatra's three times a week.

Nawf{ Abou-Dib is confident
Cleopatra's in Wayne will meet
the same success as its Westland
counterpart. It's already busy
come lato Friday and Saturday
nights. Sho's hoping the city of
Wayne will soon grant her a
license for a professional belly
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Your hosts: Tony and Nawf Abou-Dib are ready to welcome both 'old and new cus-

tomers to Cleopatra’s in Wayne.

dancor,
“This is an art, pure and high-

belly dancer,” she said.
However, with or without a

class. To attract an American belly dancer, Cleopatra’s is a
crowd, it would be nice to have n pleaser. Nawf, Tony, and Vera
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continuc to treat everyone like
guests. *I just enjoy introducing
people to our food and our way af
life,” said Nawf, -
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