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Use lawn equlpmen power saws with caution

examine it.

M Always wear proper attire.
Keep your clothing, hands and
feet away from cutting blades ot
all times. Never wear jewelry
when working with tools. Always
wear sofety glasses,

W Pay attention to warning
markings. Don't allow tools to
get wet unless they are labeled
“immersible.” When .using tools
outside, make sure they are
appropriate for outdoor use,

M Never alter a product or
remove safety features such as
blade guards or electric plug
grounding pins.

W Use only properly rated out-
door extension cords with out-
door electrical tools,

B Check the switch on a power
toal or garden applinnce to make
sure it's “off" before you plug it

The safety professionals at
Undegwriters Laboratories Inc.
(UL) recommended that you fol-
low these safety precautions
-when using lawn or garden
‘equipment and power saws:

W Before using any appliance
or tool, read nnd follow the man-
ufacturer’s use and care instruc-
tions that come with the prod-
uct.

. M Always look for the familiar
UL Listing Mark before purchas-
“ing a power tool, garden appli-
.ance or any other electrical prod-
uct. The mark on a product
means that representative sam-
ples of that product have been
‘tested to stringent safety stan-
_dards with regard to fire, electric
shock and related safety haz-
ards.

. W Before each use, inapect
power tools and electric garden
appliances for frayed power
cords and cracked or broken cas-
ings. If the product is damaged,
Don't use it or attempt to repair
it yourself. Return the product or
have a qualified repair shop

New 1200 MHz

in,

M Unplug all portable electri-
cally operated power tools when
-not in use. These tools contain
cloctricity even when turned
“off” but still plugged in.

Computer $899

W Before operating
saws with guards,
make sure they are in
place and in proper
working order.

M Use und store power tools
and garden applinnces away
from waler sourees to uvoid elec-
tric shock. Never use power tools
and appliances in the rain.

M 1ave a qualificd technician
install ground fnult circuit inter-
rupter (GFCD) receptacles in all
outdoor outlets. After installa-
tion, test your GFCls monthly.

MW Never carry. an applinnee by
the cord, and never yank the
cord when removing it from a

When di; ting
lhu card nl\\ ays grasp the plug —
not the wire, Keep the cord nway
from heat, vil and sharp edges,

Power Saws
W A blade guard is a necessity,

Buy a aow with the guard you
feel most comfortable using, and
keep it on the saw at all times.
Some types, auch as sabre sawa,
cannot bo designed with a guard;
he especially careful to avoid
contact with the blade. Before
operating saws with guards,
mnke sure they are in place and
in proper working order,

& Make sure the switch is in
the “ofl* position before plugging
in a power saw.

B Always wait for the saw
blade to stop before pulling away
from o cut to avoid “kickback,”

Kickback can occur whon the

blade jams or binds in the wood'
and throws the saw toward the
operator (portable pewer saws)
or the wood toward the operator
{stationary equipment).

M While operating the saw,
keep the cord away from the cut~
ting arca and pogition it so that
it will not be caught on the work
picce,

W Make sure you use the right
waw for your task. For example,
don't use a circular saw for cut~
ting treo limbs or logs. A chain-
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Spring is just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your hnme?

Think Top of the l.lnal
We Speclalize In:

«Intarior & Exterior Painting
P>« Drywall hanging & finishing
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Read Taste every Sunday

saw {a the appropriate tool in
is case,
@ Saw blades that are chipped,
bent, or in any way damaoged
should be discarded immediate-

M Use elamps or a viso to hold
work in place. It's safer than
using your hands and frees both
to operate the tool.

M A properly sharpencd saw
blode provides better and safer

performance, Shurp bludes mini- |

carry the current your pmduct
will draw.

W Turn off motor, make suro
saw blado has atopped and
unplug product before cleanirlg
around the saw,

Lawn mowers, power tools and
garden eppliances, like any
houschold appliance, nced to be
maintained and used in accor-
danco with the manufacturerls
instructions. Following these

ions and tho fi -

mize stalling and

W Keep children away from
the work area at all times. Nover
allow them to operate power
BaWE.

W Use rubber or other non-slip
matting around the work area to
prevent trips and falls, Keop the
floor area cJear of debris,

W Wear sofoty glasses, but’

don't wear jewelry while cutting.
Watches, bracelets and long
sleoves can goet caught in the
saw's moving parts.

M If you need to use an exton-
sion cord with your saw moke
sure it is in good condition and
make sure it’s heavy enough to

er's inst: to enjoy longer,
safor use of your apring cleunlng
equipment.

For more information on UL'
apring safety campaign and tips
on safe use of ladders, extensian
cords and GFC!s, visit UL'a Web
site at www.ul.co

Underwriters Laboraforlca Inic.
is an independent, not-for-profit
product safety certification orga-
nization that has been working
for a safer world by cvaluating
products, materials and systems
for more than a century. More
than 18 biltion UL Marks appear
on products cach year.

GARDENING CALENDAR

Does your garden club have an
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Smart Extendible Tabla
8y: Ca' Nova Design

Coco stool

Counter or bar height
By: Studio Kronos

33474 Woodward Ava,
2Blks. N. of 14 Mile Rd.
Birmingham (248) 647-5211

Alum extendiblo table
By: Andrea Lucatello

1

want p d? Send itcms for
consideration in Gardening Cal-
endar to Ken Abramczyk,
Observer Newspapers, 36261
Schoolcraft, Livonia, M1 48150
or c-mail kabramezyk® oc.
homecomm. net. To send a fax,
call (734) 591-7279.

PERFECT POTTING
Garden professionals from
Mexlico Direct, a unique pottery
wholesaler in Northvllle, will be
discussing how to choose and
plant the perfect potted garden
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 17
at Art Van, 29905 Saven Mile
Road In Livonia, Tips wlll be
glven on how to plck out the cor-
rect pottery for spoclfic plants.
Guests attending the seminar
will receive a free gift and be reg-
istered to win a flowerpot that
wlll be put together that evening.
Resarvatlons are suggested for
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» We Speciallze in:

P Interior & Extrior Painting
P« Drywall hanging & finlshing
* All types of plaster work @,
 All types of carpentry
P +Basement finishing

P« Additions

P>+ Bathroom remodeling
P> «Kitchen remodeling

P> We use Cromwoll
> Benjamin Moore
» Paints

Top of the Line
all,

and Sutton Constmction
Commercial and Residential

Spring [s just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your home?

Think Top of the Line!

this free seminar. Cail {888) 619-

2199,

FARMINGTON
The Farmington Garden Club will,
have thelr blannuat rummage,
garege and plont sate S am. 4
p.m., Thursday and Fridey, May
17 and 18, at the Wamaer .
Manslon Carriage House on
Grand River west of Farmington
Road.

HERBS
The evening herb study group at
the Unlversity of Michigan
Matthael Botanical Gardens wlll
car-pool ot 11 a.m. Soturday,
May 12, to Renalssance Aczes In
Whitemore Lake, The organic
hersb fanm has been [n operation
for 20 years. The group will be
taken on a tour and allowed to
browse for plants. Meet In Room
125 of the Matthact Botanical
Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Road.
Members and guests are wel-
come. For information, call (734)
449-2334,

Inc.
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Beat risin§ energy costs and rising
temperatures this summer.
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