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Youngsters

By JoON! HUBRED

STAFF WRITER
Jhubred@oo.homecomm.net

tacy Charlesvois stood

on gtage at the Costick
Center Wednesday
night, May 2, waiting for some-
thing that didn't come easily to
the 240 middle school students
gathered in the Dublin Gym —
silence.

As Charlesvois boomed out
Question 22, the roar died down,
but only until sho announced the
correct answer. In the Farming-
ton Community Library's 16th
annual “Battle of the Bocks,” the
name of the game was clearly
volume.

But the purpose, as always,
was getting kids cxcited about
reading. Student teams read 10
books, about which thoy answer
two-part questions during the
competition. Wednesday's final
round culled the top teams from
area middle schools O.E. Dunck-
el, Easat, Warner, Power, St.
Fabian’s, Hill-El, Our Lady of
Sorrows, Steppingstone and
Oakland International Academy.

And the winners? They were
true Survivors.

From Our Lndy of Sorrows,
the "Survivors: Outread-Outan-
swer-Outlast” did just that,
anawering all but one of the 30
questions, Team members pre-
pared well.

“Everybody was supposed to
read all 10 books,” said 7th grad-
er Tim Nagrocki. “We wrote up
questions for cach book.”

“A lot of the questions were
ones {coach Julie Norton) asked
us,” added 7th grader Kennice
Farida,

Luke Nemes, a carrier for the
Farmington Observer, said team
members felt pretty good coming
into the finnl competition. Like
the other 60 teams, they earned
a shot during semi-final rounds
held at their school.

“We were just hopeful,” he
said,

‘They made it possible

Also on the team were Aman-
da Antezak and Charly Norton.
The three girls participated on
last year’s 2nd place team.

sec it. This helps the relation-
ship between children and
policemen. I think it's n good
thing.”

* Nearby, volunteer Shirley
Stork handed police badges to
youngsters.

. “They sure do a bang up job at
this function,” Stork snid. “This
lets them feel comfortable with
police officers and fire (depart-
ment) people, it’s having a police
department that's community
priented. You sense it here.”

Call him Bill

. Farmington Hills Police Chicef
William Dwyer wouldn't have it
any other way. In fact, in shok-
ing the hands of young people
such as 10-year-old Jay Zachos
&f Walled Lake, he likely intro-
duced himself only as Bill,

+ “This is a real community
event and something we're really
proud of,” snid Dwyer, “We got to
interact with the taxpayers of
the city and the kids, and show
them police officers truly are
their friends.”

. Dwyer noted that every major
federal agency (such as the FBI
and Secrct Service) were repre-
sented with displays and
exhibits at the open house. But
there was no particular theme to
the afternoon, other than “reach-
{ng out to the community and
‘letting them know we appreciate
their support.*

. Making the rounds with the
police chief was U.S. Congress-
man Joo Knollenberg and his
chicf of staff, Farmington Hills
resident Paul Welday.

. Kuollenberg said he could not
-tecall a larger turnout in Farm-
‘ington Hills or anywhere clse for
:such an event. *It really is o trib-
-ite to the chief, his people and
‘the relationship with the com-
munity.”

P1iotos bY JULIE HNES

Official: Barb Martz fingerprints Tyler Lester.

“The first open house we came
to, there were just a few kids out
on the parking lot,” said Welday,
with 7-yenr-old aen Nicholas.
“We stayed hall an hour. Now,
you can make a whole day out of
it

First, however, they had to get
there. That meant finding a
parking spot and making a long
walk, of up to a half-mile. Con-
struction along Orchard Lake
Roand bogged down pedestrian
and vehicular traffic; but Dwyer
#nid police patrols worked the
route to ensure the safety of
walkers, -

But, when they made their
destination, there was plenty to
sce and do inside the FHPD
police headquarters and grounds
— which were ringed along the
perimeter by the Fox 2 traffic
helicopter and patrol cars from
numerous scutheast Michigan
police departments.

How nbout the Seat Belt Con-
vincer, where youngsters tried
on for size just to see what o

three miles-per-hour erash might
feel like. Of course, the kids were
strapped in, and wore helmets, A
small air bag snuck aut of the
steering wheel at the point of
impact, to demonstrate what
really happens in a ear accident.

Hills police Officer Dave New-
comb assisted the participants,
well, as much as he was called
on to do. “They all know how to
put it on.”

Some youngsters and adults,
too, atepped into n Farmington
Hills Fire Truck, where Fire-
fighter Tim Sicgrist assisted via-
itors as each strapped on a selfe
contained breathing apparatus.
The air tanks can provide 20-to-
30 minutea of oxygen for use
when battling a blaze.

Another popular showcase fea-
tured various K-9 unit police
dogs, who demonstrated how
they search vehiclea for illegal
drugs. Among the busy canines
waa n Novi police dog, Yukon. He
jumped and scratched at poten-
tial hiding spots, such as the gas
tank door or front bumper.

“If he finds the drugs, he gets
a reward,” said Dearborn
Heights police Officer Keith Van
Valkenburgh, announcing the K-
9 show to the audience,

Children couldn't believe it
when West Bloomfield Police
OfTicer Larry Mifsud painted out
to them that his K-9 partner,
Rocky, hns a third nostril — actu-
ally a tiny hole at the bottom of
his nose.

“It's a tiny gland,” Mifsud
explained. “It's the only dog I've
cver scen with that.”

‘survive’ Battle of the Books

STAFY PHOTOS 5T B Barsirs

Hopeful: The Magic Mind Readers (Ashiey Buckley, Joanna Cibrario, Rachel Cic-
cone, Liana Maffe, Hillary Maly, Melanie Sabbagh) are hoping for a correct answer.

B ‘Between her homework and other activities, she does like to read.’

Laurie Williams
-—parent

Children's librarian Meagh

Battle said without each school's
medin specialists, the program
wouldn't be possible, since they
set up the semi-final events.

At Duncke! alone, that
involved 60 teams. She also
expressed appreciation to the
many volunteers who stafl the
final event.

During the beginning of the
competition, Laurie Williams
waited with other parents in the
hallway as her daughter Jessie
competed with the “Got Books™
team from Power.

When Jessie, o 6th grader,
first heard about the program,
she wanted to get involved, Lau-
rie snid.

“B her h k and
other activities, she does like to
read,” she commented.

As did many of the other
teams, Jessic's group split up the
book list; she was responsible for
reading and knowing three very
well. But the girls — including
Erin Matthys, Sarah Rollins,
Andrea Smith, Allison Vial and
Vera Vulaj - read all 10 books.
Their coach, Karen Matthys,
helped them drill each other
with questions.

“It just seems like so much
fun,” Laurie commented. “She
never saw it as work.”

Rewarding

Battle, who was a first-timer

this year, echoed that sentiment
after watching the entire compe-
tition.

“It's really rewarding to watch
them because they've put a lot of
work into it,” she snid. “It's said
for us that only one team can get
the highest number of points.”

Taking runner-up honors this
year wae Dunckel's “Lost in
Books” team; third place was a
threec-way tie among “Super-
stars” from Warner, “Clue” from
Power and “Readers of the Lost
Ark” from Power. .

Dunckel's “Survivors” team
won the costume contest, spon:
sored by the Friends of the
Library.

MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON l

Lars
Hallsten

personal appearance
and signing
orrefors

collection show

Friday, May 11
11amto2pm
Rochester

Saturday, May 12

11 amto 3 pm

Livonia

In China, Crystal, Silver

Come see this breathtaking collection, featuring renowned
sculptor and designer Lars Hellsten's nature-inspired
glass creations. The artist will be happy to sign his pieces
and personalize other Orretors purchases made during

the event.

Jacobsons

Bemingnam « 244 $444800  Livora + {734] 917808

Rocheser o 240 £51-6000
jacobsons.com
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