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Garden City Hospital received
$2,800 from the 16th District of The
American Legion, Department of
Michigan, for the purchase nt a pedi-
atric pulse oximeter. This piece ofape-
cialized equipment will
monitor the heart rate, reaplrahnn,
integrated pulse and oximutry of sick
children.

The money was made available to
the hoapital through Tho American
Legion’s Taba For Tota Program.

“We are very appreciative to The
American Legion for the monoy to pur.
chase this specialized piece of equip-
ment that will help us treat children,”
said Gary Ley, president and CEO of
the hospital, “Many pieces of medical
equipment have to be made especially
for children because of their physical
differences. It is 80 nice to have an
organization like The American Legion
beeome a partner with Garden City
Hospital in providing health care to
the children of the community.”

Skin cancer study

Ecnumont doct.ors are t.he only oncn
in

the Sunbelt Melanoma Trial, a
research atudy to help develop a more
for mel

Until recently, surgeons removed alt
the lymph nodes in the area of the
melanoma to determine if the cancer
had sproad. However, studies have
shown this subjects many patienta toa
maojor operation without improving
their life expectancy.

In the research at Benumont, doctors
use sentinel node biopsy to determine
if the cancer has spread. With sentinel
node biopsy, the doctor injects dye at
the cancer site to determine which
lymph node drains the cancer site. If
this “sentinel” node is found to be free
of cancer, then other lymph nodes are
assumed to ba cancer-free also. If the
sentinel node is affected by cancer
cells, the patient may benefit from fur-
ther treatment,

Onco the severity of the cancer is
determined, study participanta will be
randomly picked to receive: observa.
tion only; lymph node removal via
surgery; or lymph node mmuvul plus

atudy parti will
be followed up for 10 years,

Call Beaumont's Cancer Clinical Tri-
als office at (248) 551-7695 for more

o office
research for many cancer treatments
and is currently involved in more than
100 research triala.

Cancer survivors

Scott Burton, award-winning come-
dian, national champion juggler, can:
cer survivor and author of A Life In
The Balance, will bring his one-man
show —~ Looking for Laughtcr in all the
Wrong Places - to the Uni:
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First-hand experlence: St. Mmy Mercy Hospital board mcmbcr Dawd Parr (left) listens as Dr. Vali Orandi, a
radiologist and the hospital's chief of staff; explains the procedure he is performing. Parr is wearing a protective

30-pound lead apron.

St. Mary Mercy program
pairs doctors and
community members

BY RENEE SEOGLUND P
STAFP WRITER
rakoglund@ochomocomm.net

ressed in a white lab coat, Dr
Ken Watson,

The program is modeled after St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital's well-eatab-
llshed bi-annual Community Associ-
ates ngram. which involves six com-
munity bers for a two-day experi-

Livonia Public Schools, spen'.
the morning observing the busy activi-
ty of St. Mary Mercy Hospital's emer-
gency room nnd the afternoon getting
an engle-oye view of a carotid artery
repair in surgery.

As a hospital board member, Watson
‘waa part of the hoapital's new commu-
nity outreach program that allows
selected community members to view
hospital activities up close and person-
al. The Healthcare Partnership Pro-
gram, which debuted May 9, paired
four hospital board members with doc.
tors from various disciplines - radiolo-
gY, oncology, cardiology, surgery and
the emergency center ~ for two four-
hour scssions.

ence of shadowing doctors. Both St.
Joseph's and St. Mery Mercy are mem-
bers of Trinity Health, the third largest
Catholic health system in the United
States, .

“I wasn't disappainted,” said Watson
of his experience, “The doctors’ rou-
tines are anything but routine to me.”

Dr. John Iljas, the surgeon who per-
formed the carotid artery procedure,
8aid ho was surprised Watson didn't
faint, Reaming and patching carotid
arteries (located on both sides of the
neck) damaged by artheriosclerosis can
be quite bloody. However, Iljas liked
having an outside observer.

“He was very good, very nttentive.
Ho didn't say much, whigh is good. He

Michigan Cumpmhemwu Cancer Cen-
ter's annual Survivors’ Day celebra-
tion, This free community event will be
held 1-3:30 p.m. Sunday, June 10 at
Washtenaw Community College's Mor-
ris Lawrence Building, 4800 Eaat
Huron River Drive, Ann Arbor.

More than 300 cancer survivors from
across Michigan, along with family
members and health-care profession-
als, will gather to celebrate life and
enjoy Burton's high-energy nnd life-
affirming show describing his cancer
survivorahip,

The event is free and open to the
public, Registration and additional
information is available by calling
(800) 742-2300 and entering category
#6276 or by visiting www.cancer.
:ed.umich. edu/share/survivorsday.
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president of Schoolcraft College.
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Consulting: Dr. Syam Zampani, cardiologist, discusses heart
catherizations with board member Richard McDowell, Ph.D.,

.
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Doctor-teacher: Dr. John Ijas (left) discusses the carotid artery
repair board member Ken Watson, Ph.D., is about to see in
surgery. Afterwards, Iljas said he was suprised Watson “didn’t
faint.”

asked a lot of questions afterwards.
Having lay people is always interest-
i{ng. They're new to the ficld. It's excit-
ing to tell our story to them.”

Making the rounds with Iljas after-
wards, Watson said he developed a
new appreciation of the doctor-patient
bond, “I saw the patients looking up (at
the doctor) with such hope in their
eyes. It's a tremendous responsibility.”

In addition to Watson, board mem-
bers included Dr. Richard McDowell,
president of Schoolcraft College; Susan
Rosick, publisher of the Observer
Newspapers; and David Parr, o princi-
pal for Allstate Insurance Company in
Southficld.

St. Mary Mercy doctors included Dr.
Vali Orandi, radiology; Drs. Ash Gokli
and Michaet Colice, emergency room;
Dr. John Iljas, surgery/general; Dr.
Synm Zampani, cardiology, Drs, John
Harb and Omar Majid, surgery/urolo-
gy; and Dr. Harmesh Naik, medical
oncology.

Board members were chosen for the
pilat program; however, as the pro-
gram expands to a twice-yearly event,
participants will be sclected from
among educators, legislatures and civie
leaders, business and automotive exec-
utives, editors and reporters of local

Chamber of C:

executives and community advisory
boards, said Julie Sproul, director of
marketing and public relations for St.
Mary Merey.

In other words, participants will be
people who can get the word out on the
good things going on at the hospital,

A success

“It was n privilege to have board
members here,” said Dr, Harmesh |
Naik, a medical oncologist. [ hope I -
convinced Mr, Parr that we provide
cutting edge cancer therapy. I wish he
could have spent two days with us. I
wnimlrl consider this a very successful
pilot.

“Nobody has ever come to my depart-
ment before, I thought it was wonder-
ful,” said Dr. Vali Orandi, a radiologist.
He cmphul:ed that St. Mary Mercy
has gea over other hospital,
*“This is not a teaching hospital. If you
come in a 2 a:m, with a heart attack,
you have an institution-trained cardiol-
ogist seeing you,”

Natk and Orandi's remarks echoed
the sentiments expressed by other doc-
tors and program participants at a din-
ner afterwards. The Healthcare Part-
nership Program's initial run was a
success, they said, a solid public rela.
tions venture for the hospital and an
opportunity for community members to
see what doctors and hespital medical
staff do best ~ care for patients.

“I'm pleased to be part of un organi-
zation where people are so compassion-
ate and dedicated to patient care,” said
Susan Rosick.

Please sce UP CLOSE, D5

Today’s treatments take fear out of schizophrenia

The treatment of mental illncss has advanced a
lung way since Dr. Fhillipe Pmel was first to order
d from the hospi-

ul wells in 1793,

Yet despite today's effective therapies, many
afflicted with schizophrenia and related disorders
remain fined by socictal miaper i fear
and ignorance.

'To help free the more !.hnn 2: mﬂliun Ameﬂcans

Striking more men than women, signs of the dia-
case generally appear betwcen the ages of 18 and

3 p include i (both dudito-
ry voices and images), paranoid delusjons, delu-
sions of grandeur, feclings of confusion, apathy and
disordered thoughts. The German derivation of
nchlznphrnmn translates to “fplitting of the
thought procesa.”

Schl:ophrcniu does not mvolvo multiple or 3plit

fourth annual observance for building public
awareness of schizophrenia-related disorders.

Affecting about ona pm-eent of Americans, achizo-
phrenin is a t brain Esti-
mates of annual treatment costs ranges from $32.5-
$65 million annually.

who suffer from the effects lities; it is not and it is not a
of tha dehilihﬁng illness, the National Schizophre- reason for d isolation ork
nln F fon is pmud to May 24 as Pi

1 Day. This is the oneer

A pioneer in the humane treatment of patients
suffering from mental disorders, French physician
Phillipe Pinel startied his colleagues when he
ordered his ataff to free mental patients from the
chains anchoring them to the walls of the men's
“insane asylum"” in Paris.

Since Pinel's day, medical researchers have con-
firmed that persona with 5chuophrenm-relaled dis-
orders are not violent dangers to Aumty. particu-
larly when ly treated with ine and
other therapies.

One major public misperception is that schizo-
phrenia is a mental disorder with no basis in biolo-
gy.d smd Dr. Rq[w Tnndnn. pml‘eu::r of plychmtr};_
an

ave d that schizo-
phronin is a disorder nf the brain, wﬂ-h clear abnor-
malities in an
*“With the breathtaking advances in hrnin and
drug research, we can treat patients earlier and
more eﬂ'ccuvcly, said Tendon, “This stability can
translate to their families, their employers and
their communities.”
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