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Researcher focuses on
Detroit’s beautiful ‘Belle’

BY KRELY WYGONTE-KALESKY
BTAF? WRITER
kwygonik€os.homecomm.net

Belle Isle was designed for
everyone to share. It's a place to
fall in love, exerciss, gather with
family and friends.

The *“Island in the City” is
close to Janet Anderson's heart.
Her late grandfather E, “Jack”
Timmonsa was the first Curator
of the Belle Isle Zoo. Her mother,
Mary Timmons Anderson, is
prles!dant of the Friends of Belle
Isle.

‘“It’s always a pleasure to do
something with your family,”
said Anderson who wrote “Island
in the City: How Belle Isle
Changed Detroit Forever,” a
companion to an exhibit at the
Detroit Historical Museum that
continues through Sunday, Sept.
2

“Mom wanted‘to do an exhib-
it,” said Anderson explaining
how the project got started, “She
wanted to do something big for
Detroit's 300th birthday,

As Anderson began her
research, she decided to write a
book. The book was written aa
the exhibit design wae being
finalized.

“It's what would have ended
up on the cutting room floor,”
she joked. Her sister Kathleen
Persicchino designed the exhibit
layout, her brother Robert
Anderson, worked on graphic
elements auch as posters.

A methodical resenrcher,
Anderson earned her doctorate
in policy analysis from the Uni-
versity of Maryland and is head
of the policy analysis division of
the budget department for the
City of Detroit.

Action plan

In July of 1999 she developed
an action plan and went to work.
The reault {8 a comprehensive,
colorful snapshot of “Detroit's
Beautiful Island.”

A life-long Detroiter, Anderson
tells the history of the island,
and explains how it impacted the
city's development using over’
100 images, including historic
photographs, charta, maps and
posteards, to help illustrate hor

dings.

Acquired by the city in 1878,
Belle Isle redefined public space
in Detroit. “It could have been
anothor Zug Island,” she said, “It
promoted culture, recreation and
leisure, caused the development
of distinctive residonces along
the river, helped spur the drive
for local government, promoted
cltywide planning and elovated
the status of Detroit as a place
with a high quality of life”

As part of her research, Ander-
son contacted everyone affiiated
with the {sland, and also con-
ducted focus groups. She found a

B A life-long Detrolter, Janet Anderson tells the
history of the Island, and explains how it Impact-
ed the city's development using over 100 images,
Including historic photographs, charts, maps and
postcards, to help lllustrate her findings.

a while,”

Belle Isloe waa part of & larger
national park movement in the
1800s. Detroit, like other big
cities including Philadelphia and
Baltimore, purchased land for
parks to protect tho water sup-
ply ond provide o place for peo-
ple to gather. . .., R

Frederick Law d whe
desj many of these parks
including Central Park in New
York, believed that parks and
nature have a restorative effect
on people.

He waived his $500 consulting
fee, but asked that the city pay
his travel exponses - $70.26 ~
which the common council
deemed outrageous.

Qlmstend quit before his con-
tract expired. Some parts of his
plan were implemonted - the
pedestrian-oriented Central
Avenue; a canal system, thin-
ning the. forest nnd clearing
underbrush to develop and open
wooded areas. The canal syatem
had the dusl benefit of pmvid{ng

and In the

lot of artifacts, the most interest.
ing a Native American Wampum
Belt,

She focuses on three aspects of
the island ~ the physical land-
scape, recrention/civic activities,
and planning and managing the
park.

Ambitious effort

“It was an ambitious effort,
something we hope lasts past
2001, she said. *I've had a few
people come up to me and tell me
they haven't been to the park in

Enjoy an

Join Lila Lazarus, Jerry Sta-
necki and Michael Angelo Caru-
so for “An Evening of Enrich-
ment” 6-8:30 p.m. Thursday,
May 31 at the Birmingham Com-
munity Houss, 38 S, Bates St.
(west of Old Woodward Ava,)

Jerry Stanecki, a syndicated
columnist and author of Life is a

18808 leisure was pnu{ve.
deaigned for ion

not comfortable with charging
admission to the park - it goes
agoinst the idea of the park
being a place for everyone to
gather. Besides, she argues, you
couldn't raise enough money
through admission to pay for the
repairs.

.....Belle Islo, is synonymous with

happy memories, and Anderson’s
“Island in the City” will certainly
bring back many of those, The
book is interesting, well-written
and easy to read.

Readers will discover a wealth
of information about the island,
and perheps want to become
involved in efforts to preserve
the park through the Friends of
Belle Isle.

Conference

The group is sponsoring a free
conference > National Trends in
Showcase Park Management —
with Cityscapo Detroit, 3-7 p.m.
Thursday, July 19 at the Belle
Isle Caaino. For more informa-
tion, call the Friends of Bello Isle
offico (313) 391.7760 or visit
www.fobi-org or
www.cll di

it.org

There was o sense of l:ringlng
your best to the park. Watching
tho steamers go by gave people
the sense of  connection to the
world outside.

Though tattered, and in need
of infrastructure repairs, Belle
Isle is still a jowel in the middle
of the City of Detroit.

Should the city charge admis-
gion to the island? Anderson hes-
itates before answering. She's

*laland in the City” costs $20
and is available at the Dstroit
Inatitute of Arta and Detroit His-
torical Museum gift shops, R.J.
Hirt in Detroit's Eastern Mar-
ket, Pure Detroit, 166 W.
Congress, or by mail.

To purchase the book by mail,
send $20 plus $4 shipping ($2 for
each additional copy) to Friends
of Belle 1sle, Stapleton Center,
8341 Agnes, Detroit, MI 48214.

enriching evening

Joke and God Wrote It, will
explain how to gain personal’
mwer and be in control of your

o,

Lila Lazarus, WDIV-TV Chan-.
nel 4 health roporter and anchor,
will teach you how to laugh your
way to good health and de-stress
with humor.

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Michael Angelo Caruso, author
of Hmmm., Little Ideas With Big
Results will show you how to
control what you think and can-
not.

Tickets are $69, grnup dis-
counts available, Call (248) 478-
8600 for more information.

Book Happenings features
events at suburban bookstores,
libraries and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik-Kaleski, Observer Newspa-
pers, 36281 Schoolcraf}, Livonia,
MI 48150, fax (734) 591-7279 or
e-mail kwygonik@ homecomm.
net

] an kshop,
811-315 S, State Street, Ann
Arbor = Richard Gott, author of
“Time Travel in Einstein's Uni-

verse: The Physical Possibilities
of Travel Through Time,” 8 p.m.
’I'uuclny June 5, (734) 662-7407.

B Sandra Orr will be signing
copies of "Illusions” a novel of
romance and intrigue, 1-8 p.m,
Saturday, June 2 at Nicola’s

Arbor, and 1.3 p.m,
Saturday, June 9 at Walden-
boo! estland.

@ Barnes & Noble, 8800
Orchard Lake Road, West:
Bloomfield, Sy d colum-

Simple Rules for Dating my
Teenage Daughter,” 7-8 p.m.
Thursday, June 7. Cameron will
read from his book and discuss
lifo vdth his toenage daughters.
o Bordmmh u.l:'ed MuAlJc
watown, rty, Ann
Arbor ~ Bruce Campbell, author
“I%gglchmd Kill,” 7:30
m. lay, June 8. Dcu; Stan-
tan. author of “In Harm's Way,”
8 p.m. Sunday, June 10, Tom

nist W, Brues Cameron will be
signing copies of hie book, *8

author of *The Final
S;non. '7 p.m. Monday, June



