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TRAVEL!

Experience the real’ Mexico in Puerto Vallarta

BY SANDIE PARROTT
BPECIAL WRITER
f you want to experience
“real” Mexico take a trip to
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, This
is the land of the majestic Sierra
Madre Mountains, Charros, the
Mexican equivalent of the cow-
boy, and Mariachi bands wear-
ing large floppy Sombreros. Let's
not forget the very popular drink
made from the agave plant —
Tequila!

Glitter Gulch

Richard Burton and Ava Gar-
dener made Puerto Vallarta a
star after filming the Night of
the Iguana in 1963, The real
story was Elizabeth Taylor and
Richard Burton's romance while
she was married to Eddie Fisher,
Some of the people still mention
the famous affair and the house
Jjust south of town that was their
rumored love nest,

There is also an area known as
“glitter gulch” that has many
houses and condos of the rich
and famous. The homes sit high
above the town up narrow cob-
bled streets with wonderful
views of the bay. Many of these
can be rented for your family’s
personal use,

I Love A Parade

If you plan on going in
Scptember, then plan on taking
in a big cclebration. Sept. 16 is
the anniversary of the day in
1810 when Father Mique! Hidnl-
go delivered the El Grito de
Dolores, or the specch from
Delores, This became the battle
cry of the 11-year war against
Spain, As the legend has it,
Father Hidalgo rang the church
bell to call the townspeople
together. Today, all cities across
Mexico pause at the same time
while a church bell is rung, then
they all cry out, “Viva Mexico”
and “Viva In independencial™

The cab driver took me to a
perfect spot to watch the parade,
He drove through the town, past
everyone lined up along the
streets for hours and delivered
me to the front row facing the
mayor’s platform ncross the

If you are going

Wherae to stay

They have casltas (or cottages), many nice hotels, condominlums
and villas for rent. All of these come with cholces such as simple
hotet rooms, all-Inclusive w sialfs. iL is best to do your research
with your travel agent and look for what Is best for you and your
famiiy.

Flestal

If you haven't been to a Mexican flests, the Krystal Hotel offers a
fun time twice a week In an enormous setting of about a thousand
people. For about $4045 per person It includes a delicious Mexi-
can buffet, Mariachi bands, fire show, singers, folk dancers and ,of
course — &ll the Tequila you can drink. They give you a littla pot-
tery vesse! on a cord around your neck. The walters wander the
crowd and reflll the tequita as many times as you permit.

Other Fun things
How about taking a qulet Champagne Balloon flight over the bay
area? Or another idea Is a Slerra Madre expedition Into remote
areas vla an open-alr Mercades all-terrain vahicle or on horseback.
Or you could fly to San Sebastian, a quaint little village dating back
to 1605 that Is not accesslhra by car, only by foot or donkey. Other
are ry g or Sunset cruises,

Money, money

The current exchange rate Is one U.S. dollar to 9,2 pesos. Check
the rate rlght bafore you go and try to memorize or write down the
like $5, $10, $20 and $50. 1
have talked w many angry people that have visited Mexico and felt
they were deceived. If you don't understand the exchange rates
and you don't know how much change you should recelve you will
be tipe for con artists. That is true anywhere, not just Mexico.

Getting around

Unless you are very brave, driving lsn’t recommended. There are
windy, narrow and steep cobblestone streets with little or no Span-
ish signs. Buses are vary inexpensive and plentiful, They may not
run as Amaricans think they should, but hey, you are on vacation, |
was Imprassed by the wonderful manners of the school chlidren on
the public buses.

Taxls are plentiful and reasonable. Many drivers will help you find
something you are laoking for or provide Interesting dialogue along
the way. Others wili speak very little English, Learn a few baslc
words and It wiil be easier and friendlier to communicate,

dresaed in full-lace trimmed
skirts twirling to the band
music.

The serious and severe faced
military paraded with their guns
and jeeps in precision for o show
of strength. Every public vehicle
was cleancd up and shown for
the parade, even the local
garbage truck,

The best part was the chil-
dren. Every grade and clnss (it
seemed) marched in rows all

street, Nobody seemed to mind
80 I just pretended I was sup-
posed to be there.

The parade included a good
portion of the Puerte Vallarta
families. There were mounted
Charros dressed in their tradi-
tional short jackets, sombreros
and lots of silver on their cos-
tume and horses. Some of the
Charros had their horses per-
form while they trotted nlong.
There were many senoritns

dreased to show their grade
achievement, You could tell
which teachers were strict and
had trained the children the
longest by the tight lines, tucked
in shirts and marching precision,
The other groups were in various
stages of happy children march-
ing down the street.

Tho parade lnsted for hours. I
watched the end of it from a bal-
cony at a bar with a cold mar.
garita, Woll, it was hot and I was
thirsty,

Chico's Paradise

This Restaurant wns built to
utilize the natural surroundings,
bring tourists to this out-of-the-
way place and to provide jobs for
the cammunity. It looks out over
o river strewn with huge boul.
ders. The building is made out of
wood supported by stone and
wood columns with a sloping
thatched style roof. It rests on
some of the boulders from the
site. The setting could be any
exotic city like Hawaii or Tahiti.,

e menu includes such taste
trents a8 drunken shrimp, barbe-
cued pork ribs in sweet and sour
sauce, marinated fish in lemon
and coconut milk, stuffed crab,
oysters paradisc and of course —
fresh local lobster or jumbo
shrimp fixed as you like it, Don't
forget the coconut pie, lemon pie
or the caramel custard for
dessert.

Shiny Silver

Shopping in town is an experi-
ence, There is everything from
tacky souvenir shops to wonder-
ful sophisticated art galleries.
Everywhere there is silver jewel-
ry. You will see merchants on
the beach selling armloads of
bracelets. A word of cautioh —
Mexican law states that all ster-
ling silver have a “926" stamp on
it. This atands for sterling silver
terminology, which states it
must be at least 92.5 percent sil-
ver, Watch for the stamp and
look at the quality of the piece.
Silver is so inexpensive in Mexi-
co that it ia difficult to determine
what is sterling.

Other items to look for in
Pucrto Vallarta nre Talavera

S

pottery and tiles, fanciful and
colorful hand carvings and hand-
sewn linens and lace.

The beach by the hotel was a
nice expanse of fine sand littered
with some boulders. One night
there wna a terrible rainstorm
with high winds. The next morn-
ing when I looked out of the
hotel room window something
looked different. It took me a
moment to figuro out what it
was. The storm had rumoved
much of the beach!

The beach ended up nbout six
to cight feet lower than it was
before, The stairs to the beach
hung in the air and many huge
boulders were visible that had
not been before, The hotel staff
snid not to worry, this happens
every year and it will come back.
In about three days, gradually

Open
doors:
Chico’s
Par-
adise
Reztau-
rant
serves a
mighty
view
along
with its
Mexican
cuisine.

tho beach returned to normal.

The weather is great in Puerto
Vallarta — 300 sunny days a
yeor, with an average tempera-
ture of 82°F, The people are
friendly. The food is good and
plentiful and the rates are rea-
sonable, What more could you
want?

Sandie Parrott is a Clarkston
resident who writes about travel
for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Share your travel
stories with rcaders, Send photos
and stories to Keely Wygonik-
Kalcski, assistant managing edi-
tor features, Observer Newspa-
pers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
'MI 48150, e-mail kwygonik@
homecomm.net (paste into e-mail
or send as text file), fax (734)
591.7279,
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Washington Street ~ Downtown Royal Oak
June 9 & 10, 2001
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ON THE GROUNDS OF MEADOW BROOK MUSIC FESTIVAL AT OAKLAND UNIVERSITY -
A JURIED QUTDOOR FESTIVAL FEATURING NEARLY 200 OF THE NATION'S TOP ARTISTS
ADMISSION : $1 DONATION TO CHARITY

LN MARTINIQUE

.‘I\l

ERIN ENDICOT

PAULA DESJARDINS




