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Speechless: Athena Award winner Bernice Brandon
thanks all of her supporters at Wednesday's luncheon.

Bra“don from page Al

Brandon's selection aa the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce’s 2001 honoree,
A national program, the
ATHENA Award recognizes
women who demonstrate leader-
ship, who are active in communi-
ty service ond assist other
women in their drive to achieve.

‘Right at home'

To Linda Alvarado, who sub-
mitted the nomination, Brundon

il ‘I am truly blessed to
have met my friends
through the Chamber.
We are all winners here
today.'
Bernice Brandon
—2001 ATHENA awardee

d that relationship, she

embodics all those Hiti
more. The two met at o Chnmbcr
of Commerce event.

“She made me feel right at
home,” Alvarado said of Bran-
don, ndding she didn't know any-
one who was more gencrous,
friendly and caring, “She is n
leader for men nnd women to fol-
low.”

That first meeting led to one of
Brnndnn's most treasured
invalv: te, with Steppi

said, and learned from Cassan.
dra as much as Cassandra has
learned from her,

Brandon also thanked her
mentor at work, - Debbie
Mashinske, who hired the hon.
oree nine years ago at LOC Fed-
eral Credit Union, Now, Bran-
don is Member Services Coordi-
nator and has been responsible
for coordinating and presenting
financial education courses

stone School. She serves on the
board and has been active in
their fund-raising cfforts, Bran-
don also serves on the board of
the Longacre House and as an
active volunteer with Boys &
Girls Republic and Big Broth-
ers/Big Sisters. She fondly
recalled her firat activity with
the latter organization, a camp-
ing trip with 14 boys and 1§
girls,

As a chaperone, she made n
apecin) connection with one girl,
with whom Brandon was paired
a year later as a mentor. She has

thr aren school districts
served by the credit union.

She expressed her apprecio-
tion to the LOC board for allow-
ing her the opportunity to devel-
op contacta in the community
and to work in the schoola.

More honors

In addition to her award tro-
phy, Brandon received a Certifi-
cate of Special Congressional
Recognition, delivered by John
Akouri, press aide to Congreas-
man Joseph Knollenberg.

“You, Bernie, are a dinmond in

Hills Memorial Park dedication slated July 16

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

A beautiful space for Farm-

The 3.2 nere park is located at
the intersection of 11 Mile and
Middlebelt Roads, and is intend-
ed to give residents a quiet and

t lative envi t to

their loved ones is
dedicated just before the opening
of Founder’s Festival.

The long-awaited Memorial
Pnrk_ is slated to open this sum-

. mer.

*“We're gearing our opening
towards Founders Festival,” said
Tom Biasell, director of Public
Works,

The Farmington City Council
gave the go-ahead for the July
16 dedication at last Monday's
council meeting.

ington Hills residents to honor
d to be

honor their loved ones.

The land for the park was pro-
vided to the city by Hospice of
Michigan.

Biasell aaid the city will be
mnrkcting t‘nur dnfferent items

ding memori-

birdhouse and $5,000 for a
bench,

“At first blush we have had
some comment that this is a lit-
tle high, but Hospice charges
gimilar prices for a bench,”
Biasell said.

A special acknowledgment
would be placed on the memorial
items, he said.

Memorials are available to
Farmington Hills resid to

ul bricks for the walkways, 60
trees, six bird houses and six
benches to be placed on the
granite surfaces in the park,
The proposed cost for the
memorials are $100 per brick,
$1,000 per tree; $3,000 for a

honor anyone of their choosing,
including those from outside the
area. The memorials are also
available to honor residents and
former residents of Farmington
Hills,

Council member Chris McRae

snid he appreciated the low-key
approach the city had taken to
marketing the memorials.

Some complaints about the
park have also been appeased.

“There has been a lot of issue
with long grass — it has been
cut,” snid Binsell,

He said the grass was intend-
ed to be long from an architec-
tural standpoint to resemble
prairie grass.

Plans for an eternal flame at
the park, as well as a flower gar-
den have been shelved for the
time being.

*That's for the future,” Biascll
said,

____ BUSINESS NEWS

Jacokes buys Ewuld
Jacokes C:

“EMP sgervices clients in the
health care, education and gov-

international, full-service edn.o-
rinl and dcslgn consulting firm
headquartered in Farmington
Hills, has purchased the assets
of Ewnld Motion Pictures
{EMP), a Livonia-bnsed video
production company.

“l am delighted to bring the
expertise and employees of this
well respected organization into
the Jacokes family,” says Dinna
Jacokes, president, Jacokes
Communications, “The opportu-
nity to have in-house capabili.
ties for video, CD-ROM, DVD,
PowerPoint and other multime-
dia projects is a boon to bath our
clients and our bottom line.”

Along with expanding its in-
house resources, Jacokes snys
the purchase helpa diversify her
company’s client base,

markets,” says Jacokes.
*Qur customers traditionally
have been automotive manufae-
turers, Tier 1 and Tier 2 auto-
motive suppliers, information
technology firms and commer-
cinl developera.”

All five key EMP employees
have joined Jacokes Communi.
cations and will continue to
occupy their Livonia office and
studio until space is expanded at
Jacokes Communications’ Farm-
ington Hills headquarters.

ClifT Ewald, former president
of EMP, said his goal was to find
a buyer who would take care of
his clients and employees, “We
have had n long working rela-
tionship with Jacokes Communi-
cations as n strategic partner or
subcontractor on numerous pro-
jects. 1 feel confident that this
move will enhance the strong

reputation that partner Jim
Kruz and I have established
over the jast 14 years.”

Jacokes Communications spe-
cinlizes in corporate communica-
tions and provides integrated
communicntion strategies, on-
gite editorial consulting and a
full spectrum of creative services
including writing, editing, pho-
tography, design, translation,
Web development, video produe-

tion, printing and distribution.

For information, contact
Diana Jacokes at 248-473-6010
or visit the company Web site at
www jacokes.com

a field of zirconia,” said Akouri,
who participate in the Longacre
House fund-reising “bachelor
auction” that Brandon helped
arganize,

Representing Mayor Nancy
Bates from the City of Farming-
ton Hills, Christine Long pre-
sented o proclamation, as did
Farmington Mayor Bill Hart-
sock, In addition, Hartsock deliv-
ered an “official mayoral hug®
and two tickets to the Civic The-
otre,

Brandoen's most heartfelt
worda went to her parents, who
described her as a “wonderful
doughter” and said she's always
been a leader. Brandon
her mother with being her role
model] and her father with teach-
ing her to take the time to listen
to others and their points of
view, ns well as to maintain a
strong work ethic,

Touched and perhaps a little
uncomfortable with all the atten-
tion, she used her acceptance
speech not only to thank the peo-
ple around her and share her
award with fellow nominees
Dorothy Toth of Beta Internet
Group, Farmington Hills city
clerk Kathy Dornan and Terry

Tigers picnic will
benefit charity

Fans can take to the field at
Comerica Park and join the
Detroit Tigers players, coaches
and their families on Sunday,
June 24, as the Tigers” Wives
Association hosts the fourth
annual “Picnic in the Park® to
benefit Boya & Girls Clubs of
Southeastern Michigan, which is
based in Farmington Hills,

Co-sponsoring this yura
event are: Amerisure Insurance
of Farmington Hills and Daim-
lerChrysler Corp. Fund, und
WXYT-AM 1270.

You can have a picnic on the
outfield grass with the Tigers
and their families and partici-
pate in silent and live auctions
while eating a barbecue.

The picnic starts shortly after
the end of that day's 1:056 p.m.
game against the Minnesota
Twins. Tickets for “Picnic in the
Park™ are $100 per person, or
$116 for the combined game
ticket and picnic admission.

“Picnic in the Park” raises
money to support BRKGCSM, a
youth development organization
that provides programs in the
arens of character lnd lender-
ship

Deichert of Roof M
but also to urge those who
attended to get involved

“1 am spcechless,” Brandon
said of the honor, *I am truly
blessed to have met my friends
through the chamber. We are all
winners here today.”

career development, health and
life skills, the arts and sports,
fitness and recreation.

Tickets are limited.

To reserve tickets by tele-
phone, or for more mformauon.
call (248)473-1400.
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THE DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY v MEDAL EVENTS BANK
i ershi ith th Archery BANKING CENTERS
9 parinershp wih the Badminton 10562 Bellevitle Road » Belleville « 734-699-6639 .
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS Basketball-3on 3 (nside Wal-Mar) R
MICHIGAN CHAPTER g 3915 Telegraph Road + Bloomficdd Hills » 248-988-8613 .
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. ; " :
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Showeasing The Present Don’t Miss the Road Race 29101 John R Road - Madison Heights - 248-543-1817
. s . Shuffleboard (Inside Kmart}
MlChlgal‘l Senior Softball- Slowpitch 31049 Dequindre Road - Madison Heights « 248-588-6777
. Swimming 1001 N. Main Street + Rochester  248-652-9792
Olympxcs Table Tennis 13427 15 Mile Road » Sterling Heights + 810-268-3230
Tennis 7555 Telepraph Road « Taylor + 313-299.0186
22nd Annual Track & Field (Inside Wal-Mart)
Triathion 5151 Corporate Drive - Troy « 248-312-5400
PO
: Games! Volleyball 2001 W, Maple Road - Troy + 248-435-0059 :
OPEN EVERYDAY Now THROUGIH JUNE 3, 2001 ) i (Inside Wal-Mart) :
TuE HISTORIC VAUGHAN-VERNOR ESTATE August 5-9, 2001 %BBONEVENTS 2897 W. Maple Road « Troy « 248-288.6559 :
BLOOMFIELD Hitts, MI : 3 3 a“m' “‘m (———.‘ N
SHOWIOUSE HOURS: Midland, MIChlgan g M ‘www, flogston.com O]
10:30 2.m. to 3 g, {last entry a1 4:13 p.m.) X . . B-Ball Free Thiow “The Hours abcve aph 10 Most of owr Banking Cemers. Al $ome KCANOnS, The ITes Mmay vary
Open late on Thursdayst (last m!hry .1[7::5 p.m.: " Early Registration Deadline: June 21, 2001 pgaars
Secured parking and complimentary shutile are avallablc: i i ine: July 5, 1
eekdasCrowl Chs Luthean Chutth (41 s of one e & gty Late Registration Deadline: July 5, 200 e
‘Weekends: Birmingham Covington School {on Quanan baiween Lahser & Cranbrool “' ncing FLAGSTAR 200 ARCA
Tickets are $17 a the door For more information about Disc Got
Detroit Historkal Soclcty and ASID Memliers..$13 registration, sponsorship or :ﬁnhm Gg'b& Sanmll':z,:;hme 9. 2001 .
Groups of 200t more...$13 Paddisball o va—-'—-””.“ oo H
Call the Showhouse Wotline at (313) 8337912 for more devails. volunteering, cal 248-608-0250! Racquetball Dbis. Wionicn gty
Call Tickets PLUS at (800) $83-3737 to chazge tlchols by phone W sm "
Save yout ticket stub fot $2 off the Desrolt Symphony Orchestra’s Showhouse www.michiganseniorolympics.org - Weight Liting Flagstar Bank Is The Official Bank of ’-m
coming in Fall 2001, o roriairses T S, .

Introducing...

Peaple Houns
We’re Open
7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
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