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Suburban Family CU expansion plans generate concerns, questions

BY SUE BUCK
. BTAYP WRITER
%, sbuckGoe.homecomm.net

.+ _Plans for Suburban Family
« ‘Credit Union’s expansion have
. generated both interest and

questions,

.». The business, located on
+ Grand River and Lakeway, plans
. to expand from 2,000 square fect

-:to 5,000 square feet, including a
+ drive- through.
+ Drivewsays are planned for

- +both Grand River and Lakeway.
*.Officiala egaid two entrances on

Grand River aren’t possible,
.~ “Traffic is 80 horrendoua there
*.now,” said Helen Stulock, a
Lakeway resident. “We have all
- the high schoo) traffic coming
© down that way, down Lakeway
to Grand River.”
Farmington City Manager
- Frank Lauholf said traffic there
7 is “an historic problem"®
“There’s been speeding con-
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cerng there for 30 years,”
Lauhoff said. “It ia aignificantly
better thia year during the day

because the high school elimi-

nated epen lunch hours (allow-
ing sfudents to leave the school
building during the day).”

Brookdale haa the same prob-
lem, he said.

*At 20 minutes after two, my
windows rattle, with the boom-
boxes and the ¢ara coming from
the high achool.” Stulock said.
“’I’hey don't crawl, they fly

Lnuhol‘f said he- hasn't
from

ham, who never showed up.
David Russel], credit union man-
ager, said he had no explanation,
Cousina waa expectod to bring
the landscape plans.

Ruasell said the credit union
wants to upgrade and oxpand
space, though not lpedﬂcully to
increaso credit union

nttend the meeting.

LauhofT explained this was o
study session to see whether the
plana were mecting the needs of
the community and for city stafl’
to meet with the architect,

inatead aof trying to bring il the .

information at ono time to n

ship.

Ruldonu said Russell, not the
city, told them about tho study
session,

A daytime meeting

l.hB esides i issues surrounding

receive
for more attention, but the pub-
lic safety department is willing
to help.

“I'm tired of complaining,” Stu-
lock said,

Farmington officials dolayed
the start of the meeting to wait
for the credit union's architect,
Garnet R. Cousins of Birming-

20000 W, Mine Mo Boml
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A bank that can save'
your business hundreds

a month in

bank fees?

You’ve never seen a hank like this!

If your business is getting the cold shoulder from ane of those big
impersonal banks, it’s ime to turn your back on them.

Turn to the bank that can save your business
hundreds of dollars a month In fees you

don't pay. Check out
the chart below.*
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#180.00
$104.00
$135.00
$ 60.00
$192.00

e City of Farming-
ton officinls took aome heat from
Stulock, who criticized tho time
of the planning commission
atudy session held at 9 a.m. May
29, Typically, meetinga are held
at 7 p.m, the second Monday of
the month,

Mike Smith, a Lakoway resi-
dent, said he took off work ta

No decisiona are made at study
sessions, which are designed to
present information in draft
form, he aaid,

“Thia is normally not for resi-
dents,” Lauhoff said, “We're
happy you could come. This is
for us to meet with the propo-
nent and address the needs of
the city and the community,
don't want you to feel bad about
this, I recognize your apprehen-
sion. Believe me, you have a lot
of people work:ng on your
cffort.”

Smith presented a copy ol' the
residents’ written concerns. “I'm

it enned
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going to hang onto this,” Lauhofl’
said, “This isn't 8 meeting to
deal with this kind of issue. This
would be done at u public hear.
ing. This is not a public hearing,
This type of meeting doesn't
even take input from citizens at
this point. Since you're here, we
do want to answer as many
questions as we can.”

The city favors both a larger -

berm and a masonry wall (simi-
lar to the one at the LOC Feder-
al Credit Union on Formington
Road) which would back up to
the residentinl arca,

“As far as the city administra-
tion's point of view, there will bo
no leeway on this whataoever,”
Lauhoff said. “Residents said
they want to mumtain their pn-
vacy a8 much a8 Tcant

An older city
Many redevelopment issues
exist in the city, Lauhoff said.
“Being an older community,
wo need to work togother to find
ways that work,” LauhofT said.
*Otherwise, along that Grand
River corridor, we are going to
end up with a lot of vacant, old
buildings. There's nothing worse
for property values than to hnvu
the corner where you turn in to
yaur residentinl street aban-
doned with an old building. We
wants to make sure everybody ‘s
needs are met. Businesses need
to remain competitive.”
Commercial devolopment
helps the tax base, LauhofF said.
Burke said Farmington needs
to provida nncdod urvmes ;In
ds with-

stand here from the city admin-
istration’s point of view and say
you ean cut corners on that.”

Appearanee, not cost, is the
issue, Lauhoff anid,

out adversely affecting residents,

The next planning commis-
sion meeting on this issue will be
held at 7 p.m. on June 11.

Wayne jom pogea:

He will also play on the WSU
football team,

Wayne eaid he docan't amoke,
drink alcohol and always ents
his fruits and vegetables. He has
three siblings, Andy, 25, Sarah,
23, and Matthew, 20. Good
attendance apparently runs in
the fumily.

“None of them missed much

school,” Mary Sus said.

Wnynos activitics also extend
to the community. Ho's served
on the Appalachia Service Pro-
joct at Nardin Park United
Methodist Church and delivers
food to the poor in Pontiac
through a Focus:HOPE pro-
gram.,

JOSEPH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152

Phone: (248) 478-7860
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P New Locations (LI ELITIP o Madison Heights  Dearborn Heights ¢ Canton Township
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