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In a room filled with dia-
grams, maps and architect's
ronderings, Alice Joynt con-
templated the idea of a solu-
tion to traffic she braves every

day.
The West Bloomfield resi-

, dent lives north of a traffic

improvement project that
.| encompasses an area bounded
by 14 Mile, Maple, Haggerty
and Orchard Lake roade.
State, county and local offi-
cials have settled on plan to
put “roundabouts” - circular
intersections - in 11 locations.
They'll also widen ronds and
install four signals, as well as
diverting a portion of 14 Mile.

“It will have an impact en
my day,” she anid. I spent a
lot of my time in this area.”

‘While she's intrigued by the

roundabout concept.plan and
has driven in them clsewhere,
Joynt has a different perspece
tive about traffic tie-ups in
that area.

“After spending 20 years in
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Residents comment on'Nor_thwestem plan

southern Californin, the traffic
out here is not so bad,” she

A native Michigand

of tho traffic circles.
“I think it'll all fit in nice,”
she said. “They need to do

snid with a smile.
Joynt

was among more than 80 resi-
dents who attended the public
hearing held at West Bloom-.
field's Parks and Recreation
Center Thursday, from 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m, After viewing the
exhibits, which included
vndaotnpe of roundabouts in
other cities, computer simula-
tions and information about
current and future accident
and traffic volume

hi There’s got to be

TraffiC from page Al

Traffic flows freely most of the
time,
Crown said roundabouts are
:l:pe!:tegl to mjdtlce uccidycnm ;t
e

that city to fix it. Even so, it had

reduced traffic delays, he noted.
“We're not going to build them

Iikcucleurwnwr." Crown assured

Bome hclp for those
tions.”

Alspector said she now tries
to avoid the affected intersec-
tions ot rush hour.

“It’s horrendous,” sho said.
“Especially making left turns,
I hope this is really going to
work. But I wish it could be in
the next few years.”

Designers snid cnnutructmn
on the r which

residents had the opportunity .
to leave thelr comments cither
with a court reporter or in
written form, :

Jean Alspector, whose home
in Farmington Hills’ Rolling
Oaks Subdivision backs onto
14 Mile, thinks the solutions
presented are in line with
what residentd huve said they
wanted all along. Among the
exhibits were the results of a
survey asking renidenu what
types of h

they say reduce congestion by
keeping vehicles in motion at
a slower rate, won't begin for
at least another two or three
years,

Currently they are in the
process of applying to qualify
for federal funding, Copies of
an Environmental Impact
Statement were available at
the meeating and can be
reviewed at local libraries and
city hnlll.
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75 porcent. Peak delays are
expected to be reduced from
three minutes or more to
between three and scven sec-
onds.

“The reduction is dramatic, to
put it mildly,” Crown said.

However, members of the pub-
lic had questions about thejr
experiences with traffic circles
and roundabouta.

Richard Barr of West Bloom-
field got atuck in o roundabout
while driving in England, when
a car accident on an edjocent

Construction — and the ulti-
mate solution for which resi-
dents have been waiting - is still
o few years out, MDOT's five-
year plan includes only a study

B ‘Roundabouts have
fower crashes, but
when It does have a
crash, they tend to be
more disruptive...’

_ Leif Ourston

At the close of the prescnta-
tion, Barr, who maid he'd been
following the project for three or
four years, wasn't quite as skcp
tical as when it sf

“I'm always concerned wben
MDOT has a new idea how to do
things, bacuuu their track
record ian't perfect,” he said.

is a very bad arcna to try
out new ideas. But it was moye
pernunsive than I thought n
would be.”

Barr was concerned that Wcs}
Bloomfield Township o{ﬁcml:
weren't at the meeting to inter:
act with residents and answer
questions. Metzer said DLZ had
made presentations to the town;
!hlp, City of Farmington Hills;

street stopped traflic letely

“If there's a crash on anln,
won't that back everything up?”
he asked.

“Roundabouts have fewer
crashes, but when it does have a
crash, they tend to be mere dis-
ruptive than in other types of
in;erle:tiona," Ourston admit-

Crown pointed out that most
ronds in Europo have only one
lane in cach direction, “Obvious-
ly when you widen the road, you
have a place to go...But the ben-
cl'Ls are much greater than the

fits of & crash.”

+ SCHOOLCRAFT DEAN'S LIST
1 The following students from
: Farmington have carned a spot
¢« on the winter semester Dean's
+List at Schooleraft College:

Linda Marie Avery, Shobha
Bujala, Jeremy Christopher
Dougherty, Gary Michael Ken-
neweg, Piera Donna Lentini,
Jeffroy Stephen Mehall, Lauren

Elizabeth Reagan, Timothy
Richard Smith, James Robert
Solomon and Karen E. Suther-
land,

Anather resident talked about
a roundabout in Clearwater
Beach, Florida, widely consid-
ered a disnster, Cruwn qulckly
pointed out he hadn't desi

of the area; $26 million in fund-
ing has been reserved for 2006.
The total cost of the project is a
staggering $90 million, and con-
sultants at DLZ Corp. are work-
ing with officinla to Jocate addi-
tional sources of funding, accord-
ing to project mannger Stephen
Metzer.

Residents seemed disappoint-
ed that the project wouldn't get
under way for at least two to
three years. Stephen Metzer,
project manager for DLZ, said
developers working on a Farm-
ington Hills shopping center
have done traffic studies and

that one, but had been hired by
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plan some imp:

ners groups — anyone
who requested more xnformn.

Snll Barr said, that wasn't
the enme.

“I think they need to be here,”
he said, “It's irresponsible.”
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