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Warrlors win 4th title in row Raiders battle with state’s best

BY'MAMY BUDNER
mbudner@os.bomecomm.not

- Birmingham Brother Rica uti-
lized its powerful singles lineup
to earn a share of the Division I
boys tennis title at the Midland
Community Tennia Center.

. It marked Rice's fourth conscc-
utiva state crown, although thia
1a the first timo the Warriors had
to share the honor,

‘The Warriors won three of the
four singles flights and scored 27
points, tying Ann Arbor Pioneer
for the overall title. Dotroit
Catholic Central was third with
23 and Okemos, last year’s Divi-
sion II champ which moved up
this spring, was fourth with 22,

"It was a very competitive,
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seeded second at No. 3 singles
and was upset in the semifinals
by Mike Merszel nl' Midland
Dow, 1-6, 4-8.

Rice's top doubles perfor.
manees came at the Nos. 2 and 4
flights where the teams of Bryan
Karazin and Charlie Duerr (No.
2) and Sean Haley and Rob
Figucreido (No. 4) lost in the
semis,

“Singles has been our atrength
all year, but every flight on the
toam scored at lcast one point
for us; so thoy all contributed,”
Herdoiza snid.

CATHOLIC CENTRAL TENNIS: The

up there,”
Rice coach Steve Herdoiza snid.
“We knew we hnd to win our last
three (finals) matches to tie Pio-
neer, and we were able to do

, that,

- “Any time you win a state title,
whether you win or tie, is a good
day. We were two points down
going into the final day, so tying
was a good outcome for us.”
Undefented senior David Lynn
led the Warriors by winning his
second consecutive No. 1 singles
championship,
. In a rematch of last year's
final, Lynn scored a 6-7 (6-7), 6-
3, 6.3 victory over Andy For-
mnnczyk of Rochester Adams,
They also waged n three-set war
last season with Lynn winning,
6-1, 3-8, 6-3.
- Sophomore Matt Christian
tlaimed his second consecutive
state title, He went in this year
a8 the top seed at No. 2 singles
and registered an cosy victory
aver Snline’s Chris Dilks to win
the title and cap an undefeated
season. Christian won the No. 3
championship last year.
*. Rice’a No, 4 singles star, senior
Jeff Carrico of Farmington Hills,
improved a spot from last year,
He was sccond last year nfter
losing a three-sct match to Billy
Walsh of CC.
! While Wnlsh moved up this
year and captured the No, 3
trown, Carrico stayed at No, 4

.- and carned the title with a

three-get victory over Tim Hub-
bard of Ann Arbor Huron, 6-7, 6-

. 8-2,
Rico scnior Justin Smith was

finlshed third in the finals with
23 polnts, just behind Ann Arbor Ploneer
and Birrhingham Brother Rice, which tled
for first with 27 pointa.

CCs Dlity Walsh, 1ast ysar's winner at
No. 4 singles, came through with a title at
No, 3, and Mark Fleszar and David Atallah
(Farmington Hiis} sarned a win at No. 1
coubles.

"1 thought it was o pratty good wesk:
ond overall,” CC coach Philip Eagleson
sald. “My guys came but and played prot.
ty well.

“Thers was o fot of good competition
and, heading Into Saturday, we had o
chonce 10 win 1L depending on who beat
who.*

To Esgloson's dismay, the poor woather
forced the toumament ta be held Indoors,
something he thought might have worked

2gainat the Shomeocks.

“They say weather i3 a groat equalizer,” ,
Engloson sald. *We ploy outdoors all ses-
son, and it's 8 whats new ballgame
Insice.”

SUl, €C had a shot going into the final
doy.

'WG had five flights alive; Rice had six
and Pioneer seven,” Esgleson sald, “We
had enough fights where we wers playing
Pionoer that we could stop them from got-
ting paints, We had o shot.”

Walsh, seeded first at No. 3, crulsed

thiough the first two founds and stopped

Mark Reading-Smith of Ploneer in the
somis, 6-3, 64, bafors beating Mike Mer-
8201 of Midiand Dow In the finals, 83, 76
(.

*Bilty came into states with quite a bit
of wll) and really wanted to win this
thing.,” Eagleson sald. “it was amazing 10
300 3 s0phomars £0 focused on winning.
No playcn spoctacutar from start to fln.

Flu-m and Ataflah capped the day by
beating Richard Marsh and John Fode!l of
Grosse Polnte South In the finols, 62, 82,

“Those guys 10ld me al) year they wore
going 1o take the states and they wanted
this, from the beginning of the season to
the end,” Eagleson sald.

“They did what thoy sald they ware
£oing to do. They cama in with two losses
and avongod one of those during the
weakend.”

fon McHenry and Nick Gonzsles were
second at No. 4 doubles. Matt Rog and
Steve Doot were oliminaied in the semis
at No. 2 doubles, and Eric Tomklowicz and
Paul Swita] also bowed out In the semis ot
No. 3 doutles.

Mike Wagner (ost In the quarterfinpls at
No, 4 singles and Miko Findiing In the soc-
ond round at No. 1 singles.

North Farmington ended the
boys tennis season with its third
consecutive top-10 finish in the
Division II state tournament
Saturday at Kalamazoo.

The Raiders, who were fourth
last yoar and second two years
ago, tied with Birmingham
Groves and Muskegon Mona
Shores for seventh place wxl.h 13
pointa apiece.

“I thlnk we did a pretty good
job,” North coach Mark Shenton
said. “We would've liked to finish
a bit higher, but when you're in
the top 10 you really can’t com-
plain.

“We had some tough draws at
a lot of flights, but overall our
kids played very well.

The Raiders were beaten by
either the eventual state cham-
pion or runner-up at every flight.

North had two semifinalists —
senior Chris Copeland and junior
Rob Frankel at Nos, 2 and 4 sin-
gles, reapectively,

Copeland (26- 3) upset the No,
3 seed in his second match
before Josing to top-secded Mika
Jeon of team champion Portage
Central,

“Chris had an amazing seasen;
he really stepped it up,” Shenton
said. *“He was in a tough posi-
tion, but he rose to the chal-
lenge.

“He not only moved up (from
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No. 3 singles) but won every-
thing from the conference to the
ngionnl nnd made it to the state

Frnnkel had his best tourna-
ment of the year, according to
Shenton. He toppled the No. 1
eeed, Dan LaRose, before loaing
to the eventusl champion,
Trevor Domlovil,

“Because they were playing
indoors, No. 4 singles was sent to
Battle Creek,” Shenton said.
“(Frankel) went through his first
three matches without coaching.

“The whole team had been
telling Robbie he had the poten-
tial to make a run to the atate
finnls. He has to be very happy
with making it to the semis.”

The only flight North was

ed was No, 1 doubles. Greg
Boothroyd and Steve Jaffe won
their first match but lost to the
eventunl chnmpl from Bloom-
field Hills Lahse;

“They ran lntn a very tough
Lahser team, and Lehser was
pleying nenbperfect tennis in
that match,” Shenton said.
“There wasn't much they could
do, 30 you have to give Lahser a
lot of credit.”

Dan Carlson and Dan Levy
lost an extremely close match at
No, 2 doubles to Portage Central, .
which went on to win the state
title, 7-6 (7-6), 7-5. It was only

the second loss for the Raiders.
“We gave (Portage) the closest
run of anybody,” Shenton said.
“That's evidence of how strong
our No, 2 doubles were, and it's
too bad they couldn't be meeting
that team in the finals
WORTH PARMENGTON REBIXTS
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TOURMAMENT
Mo 1 siagivs: Joy Borman ortvated oy Huoeria
(Adrian) in the first round, 60, £2: lost 1o Ho. 3-
(Kol

4; lost 0 No, :um rop
Fas 78.
Ne, & -lmm Hob Frankal deteaied Ryan
f et round,
78, 63; det. Jon Deiier the becond
found, 6-0, 80: def, No. 1.8e2043 Dan taRose
(Gronse Poirta Horth} in v 3, 63, n
fost 15 W0,

sventusi chamoion
Oomiovil (Portage Central) in the semininals, 63,6

Wo. 3 wewbion: No. 2-49eded Grag Boothvoyd
Steve Jatte drww eound bys; cef. Chis Mettier-
Nick Guanolm (Mutiagon Bona Snaresh n the

o, 62, 18 (41 out 1o unsesced 003
(Mum-wn ' Gusnarinst, 63 6

No. 2 dowtios: Dan CarisonDan Levy Cefested
Nick Ramvey Rik) Bafana (Furd Caman Answosth)
¥ the st und, 6:2. 6.3; lost 10 tio. 2aeeced ana
evantus) champlona Jon Wisscinski-Scott Kury
Portage Certrai) s trw wcond 5 (61, 75

Mo, 3 desbies: Scott Slona-Matl Licnol drew
131 e0und Dye; det. Yong Yom o't Many (Len3ing
Wewe) I 08 socond o by detau; ot 19 o
2-e8wded end Stats nnersup Brandon
Eaver s Addogon (Fowet s horima) 1 oo
uartarfneie, 63, 75,

Na. & doskion: Aps Tadwar-Andrew Oatlas drew
a1 ound bye; 0wt 19 Wseeded bt seeotud alata
thampons eft Rowe-Art Dom«rwu Rite Can-
Ual} 1 the second round, 64, 48, 04
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JULY 1 7:30 PM
:

“Buy lickets at Falacellel.con .. The Palace and DTE Energy Music Theatre
Box Oltices. and all tichotrnastar, (Charge (248) 645-6666, 2

Inimedty Pene Knab Music Theatre

~  Never miss a genuine opportunity.

Class Dates & Times
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Sat. June 23rd wuanmwwnn9:308M

'Sat. June 30th .urerenn9:303M
3
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