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Falcons edge Cougars

By PAUL BEAUDRY
STAYP WRITER
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n BASEBALL

Garden City's season-long
Achilles’ heel was its inability to
get big hits at the right time.

The Cougars got those hus

Haeger during the week, and we
hit him pretty well,” I-‘nlmna
coach Pow I'\nn amd. “That gave
(F;

Koturday against host F
ton and held the Faleons to _‘unt
five hits of their own.

But errors, pasaed balls, stolen
bases and other problems
allowed the Falcons to earn an 8-
7.win in a Division I regional
gemifinal game.

“We didn't play defense,”
Cougara coach Steve Herman
said, “We gave up runs and it
cast us today. They hit the ball
well. They were up for the game;
I'm sure.”

The Falcons wero up for the
gome nnd up to face Justin Ock-
erman, who took the loss in his
final high achool game.

.“But we'd faced (Redford
Catholic Central’s) Charlie

going
into the game.”

Farmington rocked Ockerman
for seven runs in his 3% innings,
although only two of the runs
were earncd — a first-inning
RBI double by Tony Luttman
that scored Preston Picard and a
solo homer by Chris Chesney in
tho third inning.

Ockerman (5 5) gave up just
four hits and four walks while
striking out throc. But he also
had two wild pitches ond didn't
get any help with four passed
balls and a couple of stolen

ases.,

Marco DiMichele relioved Ock-
erman in the fourth and picked
off a runner to get out of an ugly
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fourth inning for Garden City.
He held the Falcons to onc hit,
ono run and two walks.

“We did it on baserunning,”
Finn said. “We knew Ockerman
had a good move to first, so we
stolo on the catchor (Matt Gor-
don). We must have had four or
five stolen bases,”

The run that eventually won
the gamo for the Falcons had
nathing to do with stolen bases,
Just solid fundamental baseball.

It came in the top of the sev-
onth aa Bob Houchins walked
and went to third on a hit-and-
run by Ian Pardonnet through a
wide-open hole at second. Nick
Hippler dropped a sncrifice bunt
that scored Houchins and gave
the Falcons an 8-6 lead.

It proved to be a big run as
Dan Graham hit a solo homer —
his second of the game — to cut
the Jead to 8-7 with two out in
the bottom of the seventh. But
Pardonnet struck out Jason
Samborsaki to end the game and
the Cougars’ season.

“I'm a little disappointed we
let a big Jead go,” Finn soid. *We
had a couple of errora and gave
up the homer, You can't make
mistakes like that.”

The Cougars (18-12) cut u 7-3
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STAY PHIOTO 1Y TOM ILAWLEY
It’s a safe call: Farmington’s Brian Bosler was first called out, then safe when the
umpire realized catcher Matt Gordon drapped the ball (visible above Bosler's arm).

WE’'LL HELP YOU
CREATE A SAFE HAVEN

{HARD TO FIND IN TODAY’S WORLD, EHY)

SAVE 15% STOREWIDE
AND 10% ON FURNITURE

5 Days Only! Thursday, ]une 14 to Manday, June 18 % N )
_ Fur five days, you can save 15% storewide snd 10% on fumiture at Calica Comers: R

And get everything you need to create & beautifuf, restful sancruary fos your family. - :
After all, you can'e control the whole-woeld. But you can ceraalnly twke charge of your own.
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'BLOOMRELD HILLS

o NOVI . ST.CLAIRSHORES OKEMOS
. 19335 TehepaphRL - Cliry Center Plas - - "~ 23240 Mack Ave. Central Part Place
(Notth of Square Lake RE). - 23875 NoviRd..” . (South of Nine Mile) 5100 Manh R

D) 3A880 T (BI0)TIS0TB | (5170 3471602

(248) 332.9163.

BTAIT PHOTO BY ToM ILAwLEY
Key play: Farmington’s Nick Hippler puts down an RBI squeeze bunt that scored
Bob Houchins with the eighth run in an 8-7 regional victory over Garden City.

Aiter nearly four weeks of hard work, we've completed our remodel
including the addition of a fifiy-two foot working Raw Bar. Now you can
enjoy an authentic East Coast raw bar experience right here in Northville.

So gather up the gang from work, your friends and your family and join
us at the Raw Bar for a cold glass of ale, a dozen shucked oysters on ice
and one of Chel Rockys outstanding pan roasts made with fresh cream,
garlie, clam broth, and a pinch of cayenne pepper all simmered with
your choice of scallops, shrimp, oysters or a combination of all three.
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