A4(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 2001

Nelghbors say dog kennel stinks, city officials agree

B\' HEATHER Nmm
‘STAFY WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

.. A Farmington Hills kennel
_operator {8 in the dog house with
his neighbors following a com-
-plaint about barking dogs that
got him a ticket for violating the
city’s noise ordinance.

. But some neighbors say thoy
-wiah tha city had a bad smell
.ordinance, too — becauso of tho
foul odors they sny thoy have.
caused them to live like hermits
in their own homes.

"Wn re tired of the smell and
we're tired of the barking,” said

Kelly Sue Davis, who lives on

Randall, behind the kennel. She
deucribed the prevailing odor as
a “lovely ammonia smell.”

She described a Memorial Day
cookout that wound up being
held indoors because of foul
edors. Davis said dog urine is
aimply rinsed away, which caus-
es her concerns about its impact
on the environment.

Hills City Attorney John Dono-
hue said the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality
has inspected the kennel.

“We have not been able to veri-
fy any kind of violations in that
regard,” he said.

Neighbor William Gearhart

A ‘] don’t think my
nelghbors are going to
_be appeased...until |
get out.’

Tom McCo?'
Waldelust Kennels

anid he has a an insect and rat
problem, which he blames on
stray picees of dog food from the
kennel.

City officials are also baring
their tecth over the kennel. City

Oakland County’s decision to re-
issue the kennel's liconae
“unconscionable.”

“We're going to redouble our
efforts to close them down,”
Brock snid. “Tho only time they
didn't have any dogu is when
they were closed down.”

Waldeslust Kennels has been
open since 1951, before any of
the nolghhormg homes were
built around it. Because it was
there first, it is considered
“grandfathered” although it does
not comply with current zoning.
Its owner {8 Erna McCoy, whose
son, Tom McCoy, operates the
kennel.

He said he has taken several
ateps toward making the busi-
ness a better neighbor. In Octo-
ber 2000 he was ordered by the
47th District Court to clear cut
the dogs until he completed sav-
era] improvements. He re-
opencd March 17 after gotting
an OK from Oakland County
Animal Control.

Sgt. Jerry McNair of Oakland
County Animal Control con-
firmed that Waldeslust Kennels
was given permission to reopen
after making eome improve-

menta,
McCoy described his relation-

AT EEN

Manager Steve Brock called

ship with his neighbnra as n

your special days

saturday, june 16
and sunday. june 17

30-50 savings
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'Remember. Father’s Day is Sunday. June 17!

sale 34. 99

Men’s famous-maker solid
pir{ue knit shirts in stripes or
Isolids. Reg. 45.00-49.50. N Men's.

ale 21.99-24.99
Selected men’s knit and

woven sport shirts from lzod.
Reg. 34.00-45,00. INMeN's.

50% off

Selected sportswear

from Preswick & Moare.
Reg. 25.00-42.00. sale 12.50-20.99.
INKENS.

sale 12.99

Entire stock of ladies’ shorts
from Parisian Works.

Reg. 20.00-26.00. IN LADIES’ SPORTSWEAR.
AVAILABLE IN SELECTED STORES.

sale 19.99 Mens
Savane side elastic and
pleated twill shorts.
Reg. 32.00. 1N MEN'S.

407 off Large selection
of ladies’ swimwear.

Reg. 24.00-90.00, sale 14.40-54.00.
IN SWIMWEAR, SELECTION VARIES BY STORE.

sale 24.99

- Twill pleated and flat front
pants from Preswick & Moore
and Savane. Reg. 40.00-42.00.
IR MEN'S.

0,
407 off Large selection
of women'’s summer sandals
and slides. Reg. 35.00-165.00.
IR WOMEN'S SHOES.

: for him

Lone get one free Buy
one'Men’s Woods & Gray shirtor
shorts at regular price, get one of

. | equat or lesser value free.

Reg. 40.00-45.00. 1N MEN'S. SELECTION
VARIES 8Y STORE.

50% off Selected men’s knlt and
waven sport shirts and shorts from

Preswick & Moore. Reg. 25.00-40.00,
sale 12.50-19.99. v Mens.

sale 14.99 Men's tamous-maker
carpenter shorts, Reg. 30.00. tvMens.

sale 24.99 Men's famous-maker
colton pants. Reg. 42.00. nMeNs,

40% off Large selaction of men's
wool suits from Bill Blass in two- and
three-button styles, Reg. 475.00,

sale 285.00. i MeNs,

25% off Men's athletic socks from
Gold Toe. Reg. 11.00-12.00,

sale B,25-9.00. 1N MEN'S. SELECTION VARIES BY
STORE.

30% off Men's Preswick & Moore
wallets, belts and braces,

Reg. 22,00-42.00, sale 15.40-19.40,
IN MEN'S, SELECTION VARIES BY STORE.

407% off Men's Preswick & Moore
sunglasses. Reg. 24.00, sale 14.40.
IN ACCESSORIES. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE.

3 for 15.00 preswick & Moore
hosiery. Reg. 9.00 each. Three palrs
for 24.00, reg. 11.00. m Mens.

sale 21,99 Men's Hathaway
short-sleave dress shirls. .
Reg. 37.50-39.50. IN MEN'S, SELECTION AND
SIZES VARY BY STORE. NOT AVAILABLE AT KENWOOD
‘TOWNE CENTRE OR PHIPPS PLAZA.

electronic gift card.

P.A. R.|.S’|.A‘N
YoU RE SOMEBODY

sale 31.99 Men's Preswick &
Moore cotton dress shirts. Reg. 45.00.
1N MEN'S. SELECTION AND SIZE VARY BY STORE.

sale 21.99 Men's Bill Blass and
Preswick & Moore sitk neckwear.

eg. 32.50-40.00. N MEN'S. SELECTION AND
SIZES VARY BY STORE.

sale 27.99 Men's long-steeve
dress shirts from Hathaway.

Reg. 39.50. IN MEN'S, SELECTION AND SIZES
VARY BY STORE. NOT AVAILAGLE AT KENWOOD
TOWNE CENTRE OR PHIPPS PLAZA

for her

50% off Large setection of
ladies’ spring and summer suits.

Reg. 200.00-440.00, sale 100.00-220.00.

IN DRESSES

407 off Famous-maker carefree
linen separales, Reg. 49.00-49.00,
sale 29.40-41.40. N PETITES AND PARISUN

SPLHEC

307% off Large selection of ladies’
transitional linen collections from
relativity, Parlslan Works, John Paul
Richards and vy, Reg, 24,00-59.00,

S

“foud.” His re-opening was greclv
ed with o ticket for his barkingz
dogs. Hia court date is July 6. ¢

*1 did everything that animal
control wanted me to do,” McCoy
safd, “I don't believe my neighi-
bors are going to be appeased -
I don't think thoy’re going to bu
appeased until I get out.” 4

Among the major imprové-
‘ ments he mado was installing
cement, which replaced wooll
flooring that residents claimed
absorbed odors.

“I had to tear up all the woq.l
— at groat cost to me,” McCdy
said, adding that he thougl;t
wood was casier on the dogs' fenl,
and hips than cement,

Not only did he lose out nn
boarding foes while he wds
closed, but he had to pay to
Yicense and board more than 20
of his own dogs, which ho breeds
and trains. Fortunately, he said,
ho was able to find tcmpnrmy
homes for all.

“I was afraid I'd have to plh
thom to sleop,” McCoy said.  §

Dog feces are doused with coy-
centrated deodorizer, placed into
plastic garbage bags and twisf-
tied and placed into a trnnh
receptacle for pick up.

Unfortunately, the foul nmulia
are a fact of life at dog kennels.
Heavy rains tend to make the
amells worso, 3 was the cade
Memorial Day weekend. The aét
of cleaning up also makes the
odors warse, McCoy said, ¢

“That's a prnblom with dogs
and dog crap,” Mc Coy said. “It
docs smlll I clean it up as wc;l
as ean”

‘The barking is also a fact nl‘
life at n dog kennel, he said. .

*It's the nature of the beast +—
1 rniso nnd train (German Shep-
herds) for the police department
— they don't just bark Indiscnm
nately.”

McCoy, who graduated froé\
Farmington High in 1969 anyl
has lived in the Hills most of his
life, described German Shep-
herds us his Jife's work. He hns
won more than 30 champi-
onships in his lifetime.

In nddition, he said, kennels
are an important business in any
community.

“I think we provide a very
valuable service,” he said. *We
have a 20-foot run and 4-foot-by-
4-foot stalls. I can handlo a large -~
dog or o small dog.”
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sale 16.80-41.30. N LaDIES'

407 off Entire stock of Olga and
Vanlty Falr bras. Reg. 24.00-29.00,
sale 14.40-17.40, IN INIMATE APPAREL.

507% off Entire stock sterling sitver
and 14k gold. Reg. 20.00-300.00,
sale 10,00-150.00. v AcCESSORIES,

50% off Large selection of
women’s casual shoes and sandals
from Franco Sarto, Nine West,
White Mountain, Enzo Anglolini,

Crbteral by
100 8492432

Sleve Madden,
and Esprit, Reg, 25. uu-‘zs 00,
sale 17.50-34.50. i women'S shoes.

sale 19.99 zante stides.
Reg. BO,00. N woMEN'S SHOES.
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cum:umroomm HOURS: Laurst Park Place {953-7500) open Sun.12-8, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION cafi 853-7500.
American Express® Card or Discover®.

CHARGR IT: Parislan Credit Card, MestecCard, Visa, the
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