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Laredo, at St. Hugo of the
Hills on the corner of Opdyke

3

.
p
bEs

(248) 569-2097, or visit
www.greatlakeschambermu-
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Midsummer Festival 9:30
p.m., 22398 Ruth
n

Farmington Hillg, The event
begins with breakfast and
features a Maypole
choral performances, folk
dancing, children’s games,
dinner, bake and Swedish
import sale, Call (248) 478-
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The Bugs Beddow Blues
Band performs 7-11 p.m. in
the Entertainment
ing Livonia Spree at Ford
Field on Farmington Road at
Lyndon. Spree offers a carni-

call (734) 427-8190 for infor-

BY MICHARL MUEPHY !
BPECIAL WHITER
fyou're going to have a music festi-
- | val what bottor way to start it
than with a parade — New Orleans
style,

‘That'a the way organizers of the
20th annual Frog Island Music Festi-
val in Ypailanti intend to kick off
their weckend-long affair on Friday
whon the New Orleans-based Wild
Maguolias lead the faithful from
Ypsilanti’s historic Depot Town to
tha Frog Island Festival sito.

And The Wild Magnolias, led by a
trio of featherfestooned Mardi Gras
“Indinns” steeped in the New
Orleans “second-line” tradition, do
love a parade,

“It's just getting out and having
fun,” said Magnolias lead singer Big
Chief Bo Dollis. “You put all your
troubles behind you and that day
you'ro the big chief* :

The 67-year-ald Dollis said he now
leaves the percussion-filled parading
to the “younger guys” and waits for

Festival showcases
‘an eclectic blend
of musicians

the crowd to arrive at the
stage.

Tho parade is part tra- |5
dition, part ndvertising
and port of the Wild %4
Magnolias that isn't
going to go away, Dollis
said, .

“At most festivals we
do it,” Dollis said. "A lot
of people, they dan't
know about the Wild
Magnolias, and they'ro
the ones we try to
attract.”

Folk tradition

The Wild Magnolias
have traveled the world
with their own blend of
New Orleans “fonk,” a
folk tradition that haa
African, Creole, Native
American and Spanish
roots, and they’re coming
to Frog Island again for
the first timo in six
years,

Featured perform
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ers: The New Orleans-based Wild Magnolias will kick-
off the 20th annual Frog Island Music Festival by leading the faithful
from Ypsilanti's historic Depot Town to the festival site.

‘The group, which ia also
l",mnged by Big Chief Monk

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
Ichomin@oe.iomecomm.net

Flutist Sean Gavin becomes a
fireball of onthusiasm as his
friends drift in onae by one for an
interview to diacuss their perfor-

Festival on Sunday. Detreit Grupa
Ceol, an ensemble of young Celtic
musicinns which includes Gavin,

Yoimg musicians and dancers
celebrate their Celtic roots

-~-=|-- mance at the Frog Island Music ~

will play while a quartet of

dancers from the O'Hare School of
Irish Dance perform a set of reels
un;i jige at 4 p.m. during tho festi-
val.

Headlinors for the day-long
Celtic celebration include Mary
Jane Lamond, Natalic MacMaster,
-Snline Fiddlers Phitharmonie, and--|
- Whirligig, a New York-based band
th bines fi 2 ki, tin

an Fés!
drummer/vocalist Norwood

“Geechie® Johnson, started [ June ’?‘3‘ istang | Pl artists on Soturday

a8 a social club in New ank. "r; Y:;fu:':': and Celtic artists on Sun-

Orleans in 1968 and began | pagar Town, day.

recording aa a band in entranca at Cross Jazz mavens will want to
Stroot, one bock check out the festival on

The "sceond line” social
clubs got their start in the

Frog Island Muslc
ssthval
'Whon: Friday-Sunday,

from Huron Street.
Tiel 20 In

et,
Following Fridny’s
“South Coast Celcbration”
will be blocks of jazz and

Saturday afternoon, when
the lineup will include the

19th contury when black [ 89vance, $28 athe | B1acyman/Arnald World
groups were excluded from %‘;}P&:&pﬂ: Jazz Band, the Johany
Mardi Gras activities on charge for kids age | Rodriguez Fiery Latin Jazz
the city’s main thorough- 12 and younger. Call | Band, the My, B, Turbu-
fares. The African-Ameri- (734) 487.2229 or .| lence Trio, Geri Allen and
can groiipa brought~ © - - [vist wwwa2edcore| Karen Briggs, -
parades to their own noigh- Tho Brothers Groove will
borhood: open the evening show with their

at e,
whistle, clarinet, villeann pipes,

Celtlc roots: Sean Gavin (left), Re
Gavin, Colleen Burke, and Colleen Shanks will celebrate
their Celtic heritage with sets of jigs and reels.

Please see CELTIC, B2
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Michael

becca Shirdon,

Some dressed as Indians to pay
homago to their ancestors, Dollis
said.

Dollis snid carcer highlights have
been too many to count, but that the
Wild Magnolias always manage to
draw a crowd,

“Japan, Australia, Brazil, and even
right here at home, Everywhere we
p]g‘)ic the place will be packed,” Dollis
said,

Variety rules

The Wild Megnolias will be fol-*
lowed Friday by Zydeco artists Lisa
Haley and the Zydckats and Ter.
rance Simien, Pinno pounder Marcia
Ball, who has appeared at the festi-
val six times in its 20-year history,
will closo out the festival on Friday
with her blend of blues, rhythm and
blues, and roots rock and roll.

The Frog Island Music Festival,
known for presenting an eclectic
blend of musical groups and stylings,

brating its mil 5

mix of “new wave blues and punky

jnzz rock™ and the night will also fea-

ture performances by Detroit's

Robert Penn Bluea Band, Larry

McCray and headliner Bobby *Bluc”
land.

Penn, who is playing the festival
for the first time, hns beon saturat-
ing Detroit-area cluba with his gen-
uine brand of bluea since the early

80s.

He's become one of the leading
purveyors of blues and rhythm and
blues in Detroit. He's a guitar
instructar and has conducted orches-
tras for Motown legends David Ruf-
fin and Tho Contours, And he has a
very definite idea of what the blucs
is all about.

Art of blues

*A lot of people think that playing
the blues is ensy, but it's not easy, it's
an art,” Penn said. “The truth comes
out in experience, and you can't con-
vince an audi unless it's true

is
snry with its widest-ranging lincup

Please sco FROG, B2

Terry Gross brings breat

Terry Gross, host of National Public
Radio's afternoon show Fresh Air, has
interviewed countless artists, celebri-
ties and public figures—from writer
-lluhu Updike to musician Elvis Costel-

o,
But it's the feeling of intimacy
between Gross and her guests, not the
big names, that seiza listencra® atten.
tion and quickly transform them into
devotees of Fresh Air,

Gross bogan hosting and producing
the program In 1978 in Philadelphin,
Today, Fresh Air, which has received
numerous accolades including the pres.
tigious Peabody Award, is distributed
nationally to more than 275 stations.

Gross is slated to talk about her
work and experiences at 4 p.m. Sunday,
June 24 at the Power Center for Por-
forming Arte in Ann Arbor. Following a
one-hour presentation, she'll allow the
tables to be turned and take questions
from the audience.

The session will be moderated by
David Fair of WEMU 89.1 FM radio.
Todd Mundt of Michigan Radio,
‘WUOM 91.7 FM, will introduce Groas.

Gross’ visit comes courtesy of the
Ann Arbor Summer Festival, which
runa through July 8 and showcases a
dance, music, theater, flilm and a host of

Air’ to Po

What: Terry Gross, host
of Natlonal Pubtio
Radio's Frosh Alr, tatks
abaut her work and
hersel! s part of the

dune

‘Whare: Power Cantar for
the Performing Arts,
121 Retcher st Huron in
Ann Arbol

r
 $18-28; call
{734) 764-2538 or vislt
the Power Centet box
office o

Terry Gross

entertainora,
Wo caught up with Gross and asked

her about public speaking, the art of

interviewing and the media,

Q: How did you Bogin your spenking
engagements and why?

Az When the show went national, I
started going to radio stations to make
them aware, of the show and [ had to

ing, when I do the
show.

Q: What's your com-
fort lavel with other
people interviewing
you?

At I'vo gotten a lot
more comfortable about
it. I think I was almost
phobic when I started
*] because I wanted lis-
teners to create me to
be whatever they need-
ed me to be. I think
that's one of the beau-
ties of radio. Physically,
you're not tied down to
what you are,

Q: You're considered ono of the beat
interviowers on the air. What do you
think makes a good interview?

Many times, a good interview
presents information concisely and
well. Sometimes, an interview ia good
becnuse you have come to under-
stand an artist or an actor or a musi-
clan, S i , & good interview is

start thinking about public king. ...
Initinlly, I felt very frightened about it.
« I speak to hundreds of thousands of
poopla every day, but you don't see
them and they don’t ses you. I don't
even imagine one person I know listen-

Jjust fun,

Q: You do a lot of preparation and
research, Do you come to an inter-
view with & list of questions and, if
80, how tied are you to that sheet of

wer Center

paper? .

A: I try to have a list of quostions,
but my questions aren't written out
word for word, ... [ want my interview
to have a narrative, I want my inter-
viow to feel like a conversation. That
soid, I have to listen to the guest. I
might abandon my questions entirely. I
might nbandon them for a little bit and
then come back,

Q: You create an intimacy on the air,
yet the majority of your interviews are
not faco to face. How do you achieve
that intimacy?

At First of all, I think peaple are used
to talking on the telephone. ... We're all
used to doing it. ... Also, it makes it
somewhat tasier (to interview some-
one) because you hnve space. You're
just listening to what someono is say-.
ing. ... For me, sometimes it's much cas-
ier to interview somebody who's well
known by phone because I'm Jess
intimidated by that person or that
name.

Q: When an interview is going well,
ia there a fecling or ththymn there?

At Yes, you feel connected to that per-
son. You fecl that there's an energy
that's lifting it.

Q: What are your interviewing tech-

Please sec

kwygonik@oe.homecomm:



