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Thia is a great year for Javers
of Shakespeare's history plays,
Earlier this year the Royal
Shakespeare Compnny brought
an unprecedented production of
“Henry VI, Parts 1, 2 and 3" and
“Richard III" to Ann Arbor. This
summer, Stratford takea us back
to the earlier reigns of Henry IV
and Henry V in three plays,

This cycle of plays is really
about the maturing of irrespansi-
ble Prince Hal inte King Henry
V, who leads his troaps to “glori-
vus” victory over the French at
Agincourt. While these are plays
bnsed on history, they are as
much a portraynl of what hap-
pens to many young men who
spend their youths in trifling
and dangerous behavior before
growing up.

Messing with the Bard is a
Stratford tradition and that's the
conse with this cycle. Theso are
generally solid productions,

marred primarily by the cute-
ness of the directors.

Henry IV

“Henry IV, Part 1," and “Fal-
ataff (Honry IV, Part 2)" are
staged on the tiny Tom Patter-
son thrust stage. The séts are
simple wooden platforms, deska
and benches. The costumes are o
melange of styles from different
periods for no discernible reason,
Director Scott Wentworth draws

M At the Avon
B At the Tom Patterson
Shakespeara's “Henry

www.stratfordfestival.ca

On stage
Shakespeare's “Henry V,” through Nov. 4

Shakespeare's “Henry IV, Part 1,” through Sept. 29

IV, Part 2 {Falstaff)” through Sept. 29
Tickets: Call 1(800)567-1800 or access the Web site at
Gotting there: To reach Stratford from Datroit, take the Ambas-
sador Bridge to Hwy. 401, Leave 401 at Exit 222, Just past Inger-
soll, then follow County Road 6 north to Stratford.

competent perfor from
his fino cast but fails to make a
strong contrast between the two
worlds that tug for the soul of
the young prince.

Henry IV finds himself under
siege by hia former allies. While
he is trying to maintain his king-
dom against insurgents, his son
Hal is apending all his time with
thieves, prostitutes and rogues
at the Boar'a Head Tavern,
Leader of this revelry is the
aging, totally disreputable Sir
John Falstaff,

In contrast to Hal, the tempes-

Gross from page B1

tuous Hotspur is making his way
in the world, first as ally to the
king and then as his most
formidable opponent. To Henry,
Hotapur is everything Hal
should be.

Graham Abbey makes Hal an
aminble young man, slumming
before he takes on his role of
lendership. Unfortunately, the
Boar's Head scenes aro never
rowdy enough and Hel never
wasted enough to make his
change dramatic.

niques?

A: I try to have a sense of what
the interview is about. Is it
about explaining the history of
something or the economics of
something. ... If I'm interviewing
an artist, do I want them to talk
nbout their craft or their life. ...
And I try to determine what the
person is best at, Are they very
analytical? Are they good with
ancedotes, 1 try to feel them out
and stick with what they're best
at.

Q: Todny, interviews nre done
in entertainment and journnlis-
tic contexts making the line
between the two somewhat blur-
ry. What do you think about
that?

A: In the work that we do on
Fresh Air, 1 think it's possible to
be o good journalist and do
something entertaining at the
same time.

Q: Are journalists or inter-
viewers becoming celebrities in

H ‘In the work that we
do on Fresh Air, | think
it's possible tobe a
good Journalist and do
something entertalning
at the same time. *
Terry Gross

Jjournalist

their own right and do you feel

- like a celebrity?

A:1 think that I've become bet-
ter known in what is a compara-
bly small world. ... I feel well
known when listencra come to
hear me speak, but it'a really not
repr ive of what h
when I walk into a supermarket,
1 am really grateful and appre-
ciative of the listeners that we
have. ... Whero it can be a prob-
lem is if you go out to cover a
story and everybody is interested

Playwright ;.. .5

in secing you and it gets in the
way of the story. That's in the
little bit of notoriety that I do
have,

Q: Which working journalists
do you like? |

A: Tra Gloss, Scott Simon, Ted
Koppel. ... There are an awful lot
of good journalists at NPR.

Q: How do you select your sub-

Jects?
A: The producers and I basi-
cally rend magnzines and news-
papers as if they are a menu ...
kind of looking to see what
would be of interest.

Q: Why is public radio impor-
tant?

A: I think public radio is virtu-
ally the only place where you can
be sure you will hear substantive
news and in-depth news—news
that's not there just to piss pco-
ple off. I'm more interested in
substance, which is what you get
on public radio!

— staff writer Nicole Stafford

values; n rookie cop (Patrick
Jackson of Canton) with a police
uniform two sizes too small; a
dead girl; an untrusting girl-
friend; and a dilemma of dire
proportion.

The result is n comedy that
asks the audience to id,

what they would do in the same
situation.
Show times

The Players Guild of Dearborn
Ways and Means Committee will

present five performances of An
Evening at the Ne lit Show

what is right and wrong, and

dates are 8 p.m. Friday-Satur-

day, June 22-23, 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Junc 24 and 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, June 29-30. Tickets
are $10 , general seating, call
(313) 561-TKTS.

The Players Guild of Dearborn
is at 21730 Madison, southeast
of Monroe and Outer Drive.

«More fun than Ann Arbor”

—
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Join Over 200 Juried Artists * Live Music
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For More Information Call 248-626-3636

Howard Alan Events, LTD. www.ARTFESTIVAL.com

Douglas Campbell is a funny,
doddering Falstaff rather than a
roistercus Falstaff. Campbell
certainly has a lot of fun with
Falstaff's witty retorts, but there
is less roar and more weariness
in his portrayal.

A notable performance comes
from Benedict Campbell as
Henry IV, & father at loose ends
about hia wastrel son. Jonathan
Gond plays Hotspur with the fer-
ver of o rock star.

Henry V

Jeannette Lambermont's
direction of “Henry V* on the
larger, more versatile Avon stage
is busy, intrusive, overdone but
sometimes quite cffective,

The actors wear the same
multi-poriod costumes as in
“Henry IV.” One young man goea
around with a video camera tak-
ing pictures of the cast that are
proj on a screen, along with
film of World War I. The sct is
meant to suggest tanks, girders,
battleships. Hmm.

Still, the ecting is strong and
effective and shapes n particular
point of view.

Seana McKenna is a fine,
clear-voiced, ironic Chorus, who
seta the stage for telling a story
too big for a mere theater.

Graham Abbey is now the
king, but a somewhat troubled
king who wanta to justify what
he does, He projects a young
man deluding himself into hero-

s at Stratford

This is the telling quality of:{
“Henry V,” as Shakespeare m
over the role of a king and the..
role of a nation in support of &
king's ventures, Henry gives a
stirring speech to his soldiers,
Jeading them to fight for a cause
of dubious legal or ethical merit.

At night Henry disguises him-
self and goes among hia troops
where he gets the foot soldier's
trenchant view (Evan Buliung in
a fine, brief performance). .

This play’s low comedy, involv-,
ing the old Boar's Head group, .
led by the bumbling Pistol (Keith'
Dinicol), is a bit hard to follow,.
The high comedy between Henry
and the French princess (Sara
Topham) is, on the other hand,
charming.

The directoral touchs that
work arc some pertinent and
poignant scenes of World War I,
because that war, too, was more
nbout the ego of rulers than the

m. good of the people.
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good reasons to come to

Midland this summer!
Great Hotels...Matrix: Midland Festival...Chippewa Nature Center...
Midland C y Dow Run/Walk...Mich Antique § Collectible Festival...
MI Disk Golf Association Tournament...Summer Art Fair 2001... .
Artwalk 2001...USTA NEMTA Qualifier...Gus Macker Tournament... '
Dow Gardens...."Jungle Book™ at Midland Center for the Arts...
Tunes by the Tridge...Boys § Girls Basketball Tournament...
Alden 8. Dow Home § Studio...Birding...4th of July Sale, Midland Mall...
16th Annual Liberty Tour...Fireworks...Midland Criterium...
Michitario Games...H.H. Dow Historical Muteum § Bradley Victorian Hom
Downtown Block Party...Art Shows...Midland County Fair.. Astwalk...
Rock °N Roll...River Days...Labor Day Sale...
Men’s National Softbali Tournament

Come, Stayt Explore your options.

T o - ¥
Need More? Call us today for a copy of the Midiand Visitors Guide § Calendar of Events at 888.464.3526
Visit our website: www.midlandevb.org

SAARINEN
HOUSE tours on
Fridays al 7:15pm
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3

N S

EXHIBIT ot the Institute of Science

Through Sept. 3

ATOMS FAMILY TRAVELING

REEL DETROIT FILM FESTIVAL
June 22 at 7pm,
Cranbrook Art Museum
EXPERIMENTAL SHORTS:
THE FILMS OF JOSEPH
BERNARD

HARRY BETORIA
VISUALIZING SOUNDS:
MONOTYPES AND
SOUND SCULPTURES

at the Cranbrook
Art Museum
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Every Friday we ll stay up
late for you. For more
!nfcrmation call:
1-877-GO-CRANBrook
www.cranbrook.edu

Make your
DESTINATION
CRANBROOK

for Science, Art and Nature
_CRANBROOK-

i

Stroll through

the beautifut
GARDENS on
Fridays until 8:30pm

View the wonders of the mght
sky through a TELESCOPE
at the Institule of Science
on Fridays from 9-10pm

' CRANBROOK IN THE
CITY: VERIFYING
VISIONS WITH

i DETROIT ot the
Cranbrook Art Museum




