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Actor Alan Cumming called
Monday, June 18, to chat about
his new film, an introspective,
intimate look at the life of a Hol-
Ilywood couple on the edge, The
Anniversary Party, which he co-
wrote, directed, produced and
starred in with actress Jennifor
Jason Leigh,

The story centers on Tho Ther-
rlum. a couple whose life
uppnnru to be coming back

other, oven while they're
fc ing apart at the seama. On
tpa morning of their sixth wed-
d\ng anniversary and after a
y&lhlong separation, the couple
hqn decided to work out their dif-

forences. The film details the

next 24 hours at a party in their

honor. The film opens in metro

area theaters this Friday, June
2.

Here’s what the Tony award-
winning actor had to say:

O&E: Tell me whero the idea
for The Anniversary Party came
from.

Alan Cummlnm “Jennifer
had just done a dogma film in
Africa end I was staying with
her when she came back. She
was talking all about how great
it was to work with digital video.
Although we'd known each
other, we hadn't done hardly
anything together, We made up
a little story. We got our friends,
1t blossomed from there.”

O&E: How long did it take
from tho time you had the idea
until the film was completed?

A.C.: “Wo started writing the
treatment in Octobor, About
February we sold the treatment,
Eventually, we wréte the script
(when Fine Line Features eaid
they) were going to buy it. There
were a couplo of weeks of drafts
and changes. We told peoplo the
story so many times, it got so
embellished, we knew exactly
what we wanted to happen in
overy scene.”

O&E: How did you manage to
balance writing the story, direct-
ing, producing and then finally
starring in the film?

. A.C.: “It was much easior than
you'd think. Wo made up the

e 0B SERVYER & EBECCBNTHRIC
Uslted Artsts Theatres | WHATSTHEWORST TUATCOUD
angomlkmmu Showaase gk Mﬁmm i [l’? S e 16
owcase Cinema &0 e L0 o 1) 200 Deine
o | Geidmn | ) e
; TN Amamstary | S10S
2150N. Opcie R n’?n Doy Valted Arthits THE MUY RETURNS (G13)
Seen Uiy b Vo i Dol b )
mm Cents T Kﬁz Ty curraammamscome | DWNTOEA:
i e Lite Shows Wed Thun F & St 2Blocks West o bk Via & Mestervard Accepled Ll
Sonrds HPODIOTES MOPASS MM e wsn
Contruus Shows T
Lte Shom Wed T F Sat. SHEEX (PG ATANTI: THELOST LA (Y KY
NP DENOTES 0 PASS m’“ﬂwm!) nuaosupapcy) | HibAtIbatel) et
TOHB LUDER P W Ve e OROTEIWHEE AETTiON?
KPTOME IADER (7613) Anmu(; FYOION [P613)KY L (]
'HP ATLANTIS (PC) EVOLUTION (PC13) m’m (Nllv ol TANS et $2 OMENGHT AT :?'o‘um
memw | cooeamancions mmmmm1?m o o0
WUTSTEWOSTTIT | niomdich | wott | Ay
N (Kg‘m Star Theatres mm('gc & WOULK ROGE (PG13) mm&"&"&‘&&rm
m%wglgm Tt e ATATLOFOTERS N tuont
bagan e
A KNIGHT'S TALE {PO13] ) strCard ORI FOM COMATY ATIVCE AN TS
mmvm&m’m\ #m““"”?zﬁw Ut Al Coperey | R 6 etddnnd o
 CRL FOLCOMALTTUSTIVCS AND TS . Towrship 14 SHOW OF THE DAY 90¢
| ot lakes Cvibg g e mmuﬁ‘%c‘mmm
HASES et Nochof eintmsection o 14] 4135, Mg, Wt Tergh ‘ﬁu
Toeqh o Mae & Hagerty 2. Bombeld s
"";"“i‘ﬁ? i 2SN T
I Lt A DCOUNTED S
4 WTTHA RO LG KATY ) "
m\me WD) b g Ottt
: ot WD o Day e Tkeing TR aD
D leShom L L b S AL (K1
OB Ko ATACERELOTORENON | TEIALOLOFAMA
 leonersion mma'“c’%‘ﬁ%’em UnoomsLDa) | mmeckn
Il roB MO X COTTAG O84S
: bt NOULN )y e
: mnw{(m; ngllmmmn i mnmmmnwaw
: mrsmmm%m BT S DT THbC R Y e
: mﬂ“é: ol IS M2 N
D i . - 1(1(“)6}ﬁm oo
L FOI COMETT LSTIVGS AND TS CALL PO COUPLITE LTIVGT AND TS N 1
—_— Stazolind ———————— | o iontstimst navoncs -
114 Niie NG TG RN
Showaase Pontlae 15 9ok R Roud
TeegraphSg. Lake R, W Sdect US52000 HOW OPEN
N -
hg:nozu S p;"n . mu“
: o 70
D Do, | wemamne sTbeme | oottty 794519909
S P DENOTES NOP v‘n ua«-uummi—u
o P EYOLUTION (3} O I
L T ol o7
ptopmim |y 20 e} QBT 150
e | R | o |
v e i nm LR AT SIS MO T Muebpm §150
cuzrrTisnGivone | WA (K13) JR—— Arghe Farking - Yelird Cevtey
N Free R on Drinks & Popcom
: MR THEATRES Pzse Coll Teatre for Showtimed
ST Dideot | Schechestr iy Gndi
T Hnfacy Crce 3o
3103 353 ol PRnE S48
1034 Ko el
byt pleri el L
Cortinuoxs Shows wl
: P TARLDE (X i
L b s AT R T u&m .ummn !
- i 1) THEAKBAL (K1
D epomage UNEU (KT)) L M
. “"."'"_?" mﬁu 3] n(n:ﬁﬂ
P T o]
D UNMRERTS)
»
LT S ARY (1)
o Star fouthitld
Curor imeikons 12 ¥le between Te and 7501 [
Nortwestr, W
. ﬁm?" ) $& comer 5):“1161&
one. admited |
Vamibands | Ndstiredinip :ﬂ"m
. i) Mitinees| LM #551
: %w‘ni; PPN SOOI TOTTT | WEVE MAUDOWLOBRY R
T Contiuxs Shows LT Qﬁmmrﬁwm«sm
e o s B S g s o eume %) | W W oL DA
H— TR 5 SOLD STEMAND MO CHCK
... . WK PN
it wt o ﬂmrl'gm mmm&"ﬁmm
um-g mmﬁ‘w?m
x;’ W A R
luu
u!(%m

story together and really when it
came time to direct it, we didn’t
delincate. What elso? Oh the act~
ing (he laughs). The acting was
raally easy. Of course, we knew
the characters so well.”

O&E: Tell me nbout your char-
acter, Joe Therrian, and the
qualities you admired about

im,

A.C.z “I like his oponness. I
like the fact that he's sort of this
(guy who believes) ‘anything’s

possible.’ Somo of the negative *

things people think are true.
He's liko a little puppy, always
looking for something sparkly. 1
like the way he really belisves
he really loves her. He's very in-
the-moment and kind of selfish,
In o way, he’s not very responsi-

O&E. ‘What do you hope peo-
ple will take away from sceing
this film? .

A.C.: “The leasons you learn in
life, It's basically about (how)
relationships are hard. Whether
you're 25 years old and just
starting out, there are lots of
things to juggle. It's just difficult
to have a relationship with
another person and have it last,
Life ia hurd. Lifa is not like the
moviea,”

O&E: Tell me about choosing
tho cast, which is made up of
mostly friends.

A.C.: “It was so nice, There is
a kind of closencss when you
know the people you're working
with...They were playing parts
that wero a version of them-
selvesa,”

O&E: Did any one actor or
actresa surprise you during the
making of the film?

A.C.: “Mina Badie. I didn't
know her work. Sho was a friend
of Jennifer's. It's quite daunting

Talking animals steal the

Celebrated: Actors Alan Cumming and Jenmfer Jason -

Leigh try their hand at wrttmg and directing with

“The Anniversary Party,”

hich hits metro area movie

theaters this Friday, June 22,

to work with a fot of thoso actors.
She took the part and was so
clever in it and curious. Sho's
really amazing.

O&E: Tell me about the glass
house, where the film is sot, and
its comment on the fragility of
life, of relationships.

A.Ca “It'a about people living
in glass houses and all that sort
of stuff. Hollywood is sort of a

* facade, nice toeoth but under-

neath ita sort of crumbling, It's
very fragile, that house. I kept
thinking, where's the mess,”

O&E: The film was shot in just
19 days, How did you fecl about
using digital video?

A.Cu “I quite liked it. The good
thing about it, we could shoot

using two cameras, up to four
camerag. The cameras are small. .
er, very chenp. Going for a take,
it was very ensy. One of the bad
things ia it doesn't look as nice
(as film). There was a problem
with the depth of field. I'm very
ambivalent, [ like it and [ don't.

O&E: What are you working
on now?

A.C.: “I'm just having a big
break. I'm actually writing a |
book, & novel. I want to try and-
get thnl sorted out. And travel-"
ing.”

The Anniversary Party uhow. :
times are 1:45 p.m., 4:16 pm., 7 ..
p.m. and 9:30 p.m. beginning..
Friday at Landmark’s Main Art :
Theatre in Royal Qak.

show in ‘Doctor Dolittle 2’

BY MICHAEL MURPHY

SPECIAL WRITER '

Why is it so funny when ani-

‘mals talk? It's hard to say, but

on TV shows, in commercials
and at tho movies they're talking
more and more. And we're still

“ laughing.

In Doctor Dolittle 2, which,
like the 1898 film remake of Doc-
tor Dolittle stars Eddic Murphy,
the good veterinarinn doesn't
just talk to the animals, the ani-
mals talk back.

The film places Murphy at the
head of an effort to save a foreat
full of animals and an endan-
gered Pacific Western Bear
(named Ave and voiced by Lisa
Kudrow) from an cvil developer.
And whether the animal lines
are delivered Henny Youngman,
Sorpranos or Budweiser Beer
style, the cast of critters has a
lot to say about its impending
destruction,

A subplot in the film puts
Murphy at odds with his teenage
daughter for reasons of adoles-
cence and at odds with his wife
for reasons of inattention,

After all, Dolittle convinces his
family to trade & trip to Europe
for a stay in a rustic cabin in the
woods after he gets the call of
the wild from a mobsterish rac-
coon (Michael Rapaport).

John Dolittle's proposed reme-
dy to fend off dovelopment of the
forest is to find a Pacific Golden
Benr in captivity and reintro-
duce it to the wild so it can mate

Fall in love with ‘Moulin Rouge’

Bv JAY M. GROSSMAN
].mmln.ne homecomm.net

*The greatest thing you'll ever
learn is to love and be loved in
return.”

The mysteriea of romance res-
onate throughout Moulin Rouge,
an electrifying movie that usea
medem-era pop tunes to tell the
story of two atar-crossed lovers
during the turn of the 19th cen.
tury in Paris.

From Madonna to Nirvana,
the movie juxtaposes a variety of
hit songs and choreographic
styles to creato one of the most
unususal cinemntic experiences
in years. Imagine the Police
nong, Roxanne, played to a clas-
sic tango. It's here.

Director Baz Luhrmann wel-
comes you to the Moulin Rouge,
a nightclub for the underworld
whore dark red lipstick and

ing

with Ava. He finds one named
Archie in a circus, The only prob-
lem is that Archie sings Born To
Be Wild, but the forest is not the
kind of “wild" he's talking about.

At one point, bemoaning his
intended love's lack of interest in
a citified bear, Archie raids the
Dolittles’ icebox and overdoses
on Ben & Jerry's. At firat cool to
tha iden of hipping himself to the
ways of the wilderness, he even-
tually comes around, only to be
stalled by the nnsty doings of the
film's development villains.

Will the forest be saved? Natu-
rally, you might say, when the
wild animals call on their domes-
ticated brethren to help forestall
the destruction of their home.

Main plot

So the main plot reprises the
“save the farm” story and the
subplot is pretty thin, too, Never
mind, director Steve Carr would
tell you, it's the animal chatter
that matters.

For the most part, and despite
his manic facial expressions and
vocal intonations, Murphy takes
a comedic back seat throughout
the movie and lets the animals
do their thing,

Some of those things will get
loughs from &-year-olds of all
ages, and some will go right over
the kids' heads, but that's the
kind of mix the makers of Doctor
Deolittle 2 scem to be going for —
something for all ages.

Other voices featured in Dr.

H Moulin Rouge brings
fireworks to the blg
screen.

Retumn: Eddie Murphy
reprises his role in this
summer's animal chatter.
ing comedy, Dr. Doolittle =

.

Dolttle 2 include Norm Macdon®.
ald, Phi) Proctor, Frankie Muniz,
Mandy Moore, Jamic Kennedy ,
John Leguizamo, Isaac Huyes,
Andy Dick, Bob Odenkirk, David"
Cross, Jacob Fargns and Rence:
Taylor. .

Michael Murphy iz a Livon
resident and writes about movi
and music for the Observer
Eccentric Newspapers.

between the poor Christian and’
a powerful Duke, who wants to’
finance hor theater dreams. -

Both Kidman and McGregor!

rovelera like a chéap carnival
ride,

It'a here wo meet Sating,
played by Nicole Kidman, the
city’s most famous courtesan
who longa to be an actress in a
roal theater. Ambitious and
glamorous, it scema nothing will
stop Satine from reaching her
dream - until she meets Chris.
tian, played by Ewan McGregor,
a dashing young writer from
America who lands in Paris to
learn about love and freedom.

Through his words and enthu.
siasm, Christian managea to
convince Satine that nothing is
more important than love itaelf.
Her career is quickly at stake
when she's forced to choose

ide wonderful song and;
dance porformances. The chem.-
istry botween these two is terrif-
ic, similar to Meryl Streep and:
Robert Redford in Out of Africa. >

Adding yet another tragia
touch to thia whimsical tale, we*
learn from the opening scene*
that Satine, the *Sparking Din-
mond” of the Moulin Rouge, lo-
dying from tuberculoais,

Moulin Rouge brings ﬁmwnrh
to the big screen. It's not a movie”
for everyone - some might find it’
8 bit too gaudy without enaugh
substan:

But if yuu 're acarching l’or
some pasaion, somo love and’
some romance, this movie is deft:.
nitely for you.

I give it four cigars and l
snifter of brandy. .



