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Tayloré Bl 66 ashes boy band arzsons

BYCAIM PLOWMAN

The band was built ono at a
time from there. Originally,

‘Bliss 68 may be known for its
hit song Sooner or Later, for
being a Detroit band or oven for
being six cute guys. Thoy don't
gdom to mind, as long as they
gton’t known for being a boy
band.

The six hard-rocking guys that
muko up Blias 66 hail from the
Detroit suburb of Taylor and ure
making it big with a cool image,
good looks and a rocking hit
song.

.Cheyenne Goff aings lead

- vocals and co-writes songs with
ron Schossau, who arranges
. most of the songs and plays
,—f,ymm guitar, Tho rest of the
band includes Jordan Barnett,
koyboards and vocals, Bob Cook,
drums, Rob Harbin, lead guitar
and vocals and Don Patty, bnss.

Schossau, 23, is the oldest
member ond started the group
almost six years ago.

“When I storted this band, I
had a clear agenda, I wns very
mi-;ful in choosing each guy,” he
said.

Local, national musicians share a passion for their art

——— Tyl b
BAOKSJASGE make their liv-

ing in the visual
or performing
arta usually love
what they do.
They seldom
speak of the sac-
vifices thoy
made in order to
reach a level in
which the reat
gets paid, But
when they do,
lcon times are
often described as experiences,
not sufferings. Artists exude
such positive energy that they
often-nttract well-meaning folks
seeking a career change.
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It is ensy to respond to those

was the singer, but
Golf came along and won them
over with his impromptu perfor-
mance of End of the Road by
Boyz IT Men, Schossau recount-

Aftur signing on to the Epic
recording label, thoy left the
garage band status behind and
headed off to California to make
their debut album, Zrip to the
13th, with renowned producer
Glen Ballsrd (Dave Matthews
Band, No Doubt),

'Rmk Smith, our manager,
sent Glen'a nota saying, ‘I have
this band tbnt'l young and has
an image,” said Harbin. Ballard
looked at the package and real-
ized the demo tape was missing.
They had forgotten to include it.
After listening, though, "He
immediately kind of fell in love
with the music,” Harbin said.

Schossau waa fearful that hia
muai¢ arrangemeonts and lyrics
would end up on the studio floor
but soon found out that wouldn't
be the case,

“Glen has a great way of
reaching down and pulling out

who think that, as a musician,
you get to sleep in late, make
lots of money, and everyone
loves you. A fow tales of endur-
ing abject poverty usually is all
the guidance needed. But how
about the more earnest inquiry
by those who understand the
abstacles and are just seeking
direction? How do you help them
chart o course for success when
your own carcer milestones were
achieved in such incongruous
ways?

Perhaps the best advice is to
keep an open mind about the
expericnces that you have along
the way. And because all great
Journoya hc‘uvc a touch of the

the best things ... He just kind of
drew out whut was already
there,” he said.

In the end, 80 original songs
wore narrowed down to 11
upbeat end positive tracks,

“There's a lot of depth in the
album, There’s not just two or
three strong songs,” said Schos-
sau, adding that he has felt
ripped off after buying CDs he
thought would have been good.
“Glen kopt pushing us to make
sure each song deserved to be on
the atbum”

They’re still trying to recover
from tho excitement of hearing
their song on the radio, 89X has
put it in regular rotation and
WRIF recently had the guys in
the studio to perform live.

Barnett's first time hearing
Sooner or Later was memorable:
“1 was in the middle of arguing
with my ex-girlfriend, I was like,
‘I don't even, want to talk to you,'
I just turned on the radio end
heard Sooner or Later. We both
just started laughing,”

The hit song is quickly Jaunch-
ing them into the spotlight,.
which {s not bad considering
some of them just finished high

ture on the local blues scene, ho's
starring in the Hilberry Theatre
production of Robert Johnson:
Trick the Devil, The play, writ-
ten by Detroiter Bill Harris and
directed by Edward G, Smith of
Wayne State University’s Black
Theatre Program, explores what
might have happened on the last
night of the legendary blues-
man's life. Did Robert Johnson
sell his soul in order to play the
guitar?

The choice of Robert Jones to
portray Robert Johnson in this
production is intriguing because,
instend of selling his soul, Jones
has long taken a very down-to-
earth approach to his career as a

. He i

achool and are still living with
parents.

*We're in it for the long haut.
It's definitely our passion ...
Things are starting to happen,”
said Harbin.

They had some time off before
being shipped off to Fort Laud-
erdnle, Fla., for a show. They'll
be on the road until they come
home June 22 to play Detroit,
and then they're off again.

*“The live show is just really,
renlly coming together,” said
Schoasau, “We kind of try to
steal from all the greats.”

As for the boy band compari-
son, they nll agree that they
have nothing in common with
that type of music.

“Come to one of our shows and
get your face knocked off,” Bar-
nett suggeated.

Schossau added, “Everybody
who sees us live will walk away
knowjng that we're not a boy

“Trip to the 13th" will be in
stores June 28, Bliza 66 per-
forme with The Rev, Friday,
June 22 at St. Andrews Hall,
Detroit, Call (248) 645-6666.

knowledge with public radio lis-
taners of his WDET-FM pro-
gram, Blues From the Lowlands.
He has served as a part-time fac.
ulty member for Wayne State
University's Department of
Music. He has performed in
countless local clubs and nation-
8l blues feativals, and opened for
Bonnie Raitt, Lucinda Williams,
and Taj Mahal. So, to recap, he's
an outstanding vocalist and gui-
tarist, teacher, broadcaster, and
actor. It might be easier to sell
your soul than become that
diverse. Jones appears in Trick
the Devil through July 1 at the
Hilberry, and also performs on
an edition of Detroit Public TV’a

k Pass that airs ot 5:30

blues as t d, let's follow
the trail of Robert Jones, A fix-

dul hia own
passion and shares his wealth of

p.m, Thursday, June 21.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Sthedulod to open Friday, June 22

down, Stars Vin Diesel, Paul Walker,

THE FAST AND TR FURIOUS

Ad action-adventure film about fival Los
Angeles street teams who use sirect
racing 03 8 means of establishing
power. Poul Walker stars as o okle
©op who goes undercaver, posing 08 0
racing teom momber, in order to Invasti-
g4te 1euck hijackings. Manpging to
Ingratiote himsoif with the team's lead-
ecs ot first, ho finds himself in Jeopardy
when the other mombers begin to sus-
pect an Imposter within thele conks, set:
tiag the stage for an exciting show-

Michallo and Jordana Brew-
ster,

THE ANNIVERSARY PARTY

The story tells of 24 hours in tho Iifo of
oo and Sally, o couple recently recon-
cilod ofter o yeor's separation, who host
8 61h wedding anniversary porty In thelr
honor. The event begins to unzavel with
one gift. Starring Jennifer Jason Leigh,
Alan Cumming, Kevin Kline, Phoebo
Coles, Ming Badle and Gwyneth Pal-
trow.
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Raclng to theaters: “The
Fast and the Furious”
opens this weekend.

"g\\) AND ENCITING! A FIRS]

RRIDE OF THE WIND

A woman ahead of her time, Alma
Mahter Werfel (s o beautiful, outspoken
young lady and talanted composor In
tum-of-the-century Vienna. Swept up In
passionata affairs with soma of the
most talented artists of her lime, inctud-
Ing composer Gustav Mahles and palnter
Oskar Kokoschka, thesa men, through
thelr power and cultural significance,
throaten (o overwhelm her cwn sense of
seif and antistic drive. Storring Saroh
wynter.

Sheer ‘Bliss": Bliss 66's (Left to right) Aaron Schossau, .
Don Patty, Jordan Barnett, Bob Cook, Rob Harbin and

Chcyenn,e Goff have a bonafide radio hit with ‘Sooner
o

r Later.

‘The unpredictable nature of a
career in music is also evident in
the emergence of Jeffrey Gaines,
a singer/songwriter who, after
releasing two albums of critically
pccloimed but commercially
overlooked original music, is get-
ting widespread sirplay of a live
cover version of Peter Gabriel'a
In Your Eyes,

All of a sudden, he's every-
where, performing on Backstage
Pass June 24, in record stores,
and at the Freedom Hill and
DTE Energy Theatre's outdoor

===CcOoMMUT

venues.

I'm sure it wasn't exactly in @
Jeffrey’s game plan to release his |
own material only to eventually |
acore big with someone else’s :
song. But now, because he made
the most of an apponumty. hia |
origmul songs are getting the
attention they deserve.

1s there a common denomina- :
tor in the route to success of the .
many artists I've been fortunate
encugh to meet? Beyond perse- :
verance, I don't have the foggi- .
est. .
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Experience a public school
where arts and
meet in perfect harmony.

The new Arts Academy in the Woods can)

academics

lp nurture
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* and devel ur childs talents through Dance,
AN FINEOL B MRS e outh

Music. Theatre, Visual and Technical Arts

- The Academy Is open to all students

. .« . entering the 9th grade in
o the fall q 2001.
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Your child will benafit from a solid academic almlum uﬁﬂe Iabng
part in an extensive arts program. Chartered by the ‘Mdwmb
Tntermadiate Scho{ District, our doors.are open and tuition free.
So, raqucst a ristration paclﬂ lnday T ﬁnd out more about the

1y, Vst 1S at ar
g@, 12900 Frazho Warren, MI 48089 ;gi
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NOW PLAYING AMC LAUREL PARK
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